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T. H I RD CHECK: 


AN TINO MIANISM, &c. 


Honored and dear Sir, f 


— 


3 A, CCEPT my fincere thanks for the Chriſtian 


courteſy, with which you treat me in your five 
letters. The title-page informs me, that a concern 


for mourning backſliders, and ſuch as have been dijtref/- 
ed by reading Mr. Weſley's minutes, or the vindication of 
them, | has- procured me the honor of being called to 


a-public correſpondence with you. Permit me, dear 
Sir, to inform you in my turn, that a fear, leſt Dr. 


_ Criſp's balm ſhould be applied, inſtead of the balm of 


Gilead, to Laodicean loiterers, who may haply have 
been brought to penitential drjtrefs, obliges me to 


anſwer you in the ſame public manner, in which you ö 


have addreſſed me. 


Some of our friends will undoubtedly blame us 


for not yet dropping the conteſted point. But others 
will candidly conſider, that controverſy, tho? not de- 


ſirable in itſelf, yet properly managed, has an hun 
dred times reſcued truth groaning under the laſh of 


triumphant error. We are indebted to our Lord's 


controverſies with the Phariſees and Scribes for a 
_ conſiderable part of the four gofpels. And to the 


end of the world the church will bleſs God, for the 
ſpirited manner in which St. Paul, in his epiſtles to 
the Romans and Galatians, defended the controvert- 
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ed point of a belieyer's preſent juſlification by faith; 
as well as for the ſteadineſs with which St. James, St. 
John, St. Peter, and St. Jude, carried on their im- 
portant controverſy with the Nicolaitans, who 


abuſed St. Paul's doctrine to antinomian purpoſes. 


Had it not been for controverſy, Romiſh prieſts 
would to this day feed us with Latin maſſes and a 


wafer-god. Some bold propoſitions, advanced by 


Luther againſt the doctrine of indulgences, unex- | 


_ pettedly brought on the reformation. er” 4 were ſo 
irrationally attacked by the infatuated Papiſts, and fo 
icriptarally defended by the reſolute Proteſtants, that 
thele Kingdoms opened their eyes, and faw thou- 


ſaads of images and errors fall before the ark of 


* , 0 , 
evangelical truth, 


From what I have advanced in my Second Check, it 


appears, if I am not miſtaken, that we ſtand now as 


much in need of a reformation from Antinomianiſm, 
as our anceſtors did of a reformation from Popery ; 
and J am not without hope, that the extraordinary 
attack, which has lately been made on Mr. Wel- 
ley's Anti-c1iſpian propoſitions, and the manner in 


which they are defended, will open theeyes of many, 


a ngid check the rapid progreſs of ſo enchanting and 


pPernicious an evil. This hope infpires me with 


freſh courage; and turning from the honorable and 
Rev. Mr. Shirley, I preſume to face (I truſt, in the 
ſpirit of love and meekneſs) my new. reſpeQable op- 


ponent. | 
,,, 3 
| FARST LE T-EFEKR 


io acknowledge, that © man's faithfulneſs is an ex- 


preſſion, which may be uſed in a ſober, goſpel ſenſe of the 


words,” ?Tis juſt in fuch a ſenſe we uſe it; nor have 
you advanced any proof to the contrary, 

We never ſuppoſed, that the faithfulneſs of God, 
and the ſtubility of the covenant of grace, are affefted by 


the unfaithfulneſs of man.” For, we do not take the 


young man, w/om Fefus loved to be God: His un- 
MC, 3 faithfulneſs 


I thank you, Sir, for doing Mr. W. the juſtice in 


we” 
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faithfulneſs in the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, did 
not, therefore impair, in the leaſt degree, the divine 
faithfulneſs, And we are perſuaded, our Lord keeps 
| his covenant, Whan he fpues a lukewarm, unfaithful 
| Laodicean out of his mon h, as well as when he ſays to 
the good and faithful ſervant, Enter thou into the joy of 
ty Lord. For the ſame covenant of grace which 
| ſays, He that believeth ſuall be faved-—he that abideth inn 
me, brinzeth forth much fruit, ſays alſo, He that belicveth 
not ſhall be damnet—every branch in me that beareth not 
Fruit is caſt forth and burhed, Shops 
Thanks be to divine grace, we make our boaſt of 
God's faithfulneſs as well as you, tho' we take care 
not to charge. him, even indirectly with our own 
unfaithfulneſs. But from the words which yqu quote, 
My covenant fhall ſtand faſt with his ſeed, &c. we tee + 
no more realon to conclude that the obſtinately un- 
faithful ſeed of Chriſt, ſuch as Hymeneus, Philetus, and 
thoſe who to the laſt tread under foot the blood of the 
covenant wherewith they were ſanctißed, ſhall not be caſt. 
off; than to aſſert that many individuals of David's 
royaly family, ſuch as Abſolom and Amnon, were 
not cut off on account of their flagrant and obſtinate - | 
_ wickedneſs, _ 9 5 5 5 . 
WM e beſeech you therefore, for the ſake of a thou- 
ſand carleſs Antinomians, to remember that the apoſ- 
tle ſays to every believer, Thou ſtandeſt by faith, be 
hold therefore the goodneſs of God towards thee, if thou 
continue in his goodneſs ; otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut 
off, We intreat you to conſider, that even thoſe - 
who admire the point of your epigram, When 
e' er we ſay one thing we mean quite another,” will 
not be pleaſed if you apply it to St. Paul, as you have 
done to Mr. Weſley. And when we fee God's co- 
venant with David groſsly abuſed by Antmomians, . 
wee beg leave to put them in mind of God's covenant * 
with the hodfe of Eli. Thus ſaith the Lord G of 
Tfarel, T enoss thy father out of all the tribes of Hrael 
to be my prieſt; but thou art unfaithful, thou honoureſt © 
_ thy ons above me. I ſaid indeed that thy houſe, and the 
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houſe of thy father, ſhould walk before me for ever: but 
now be it far from me; for them that honor me I will Ho- 
nor, and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. Be- 
Hold the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, and the 
arm of thy houſe ; and I will raiſe me up a FAITHFUL 
| prief, that ſhall do according to that which is in my heart. 
1 Sam. 2. a | 
1 Your SECOND LETTER + © - 
reſpects working for lie. You make the beſt of a bad 
ſuhject; and really ſome of your arguments are ſo 
plaulible, that I do not wonder ſo many good men 
ſhould commence Calviniſts, rather than be at the 
trouble of detecting their fallacy, I am ſorry, dear 


Sir, I cannot do it without dwelling upon Cal- 1 


viniſm. My deſign was to oppoſe Antinomianiſm 
alone; but the vigorous ſtand which you make for 
it upon calvinian ground, obliges me to encounter 
you there, or to give up the truth which J am called 
to defend, I have long dreaded the alternative of 
diſpleaſing my friends, or wounding my conſcience ; 
but I muff yield to the injunctions of the latter, and 
appeal to the candor of the former. If impetuous 
rivers of Geneva Calviniſm have ſo long been per- 
mitted to flow thro' England, and even deluge Scot- 
land; have not I ſome reaſon to hope that a rivulet 
of Geneva Anti-calviniſm will be ſuffered to glide _ 
tho ſome of Great-Britain's plains : eſpecially if its 
little murmur harmonizes with the cleareſt diQates 
of reaſon, and loudeſt declarationsof ſcripture? _ 
Before I weigh your arguments nin working for 
life, permit me to point out the capital miſtake upon 
which they turn. You ſuppoſe that free preventing 
grace does not viſit all men, and that all thoſe in 
whom it has not prevailed, are as totally dead to 
the things of God, as a dead body is to the things of 
this life: and from this unſcriptural ſuppoſition you 
very reaſonably conclude that we can no more turn 
to God, than corpſes can turn themſelves in their 
graves; no more work ſor life than putrid carcaſſes 
cam help themſelves to a reſurrection. 


/ 


the light © | | 
There you will diſcover the various diſpenſations of 
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This main pillar of our doctrine, will appear to 


you built — ſand, if you read the ſcripture in 
that mercy which ts over all God's works, 


the everlaſting goſpel; your contratted views of 
peas; and your exulting foul will range thro' the 
Poundleſs fields of that grace, which is both richly 
free ix all, and abundanily free ro all, + pe 
Let us rejoice with reverence while we read ſuch 


divine love will open into the moſt extenſive prof 


ſcriptures as theſe ; The ſon of man is come to ſave that 
_ which 215 LOST, and to call s1NNERs to repentance, This 
is a true ſaying and worthy of all acceptation — worthy of 


all men to be received, that Chrift Jeſus came into the 


world to fave fenners.-—To this end he both died and roſe 


again that he might be the Lord of the DEAD and LIVING. 
He came not to condem the WORLD, but that the WORLD 


thro" him might be ſaved, and that at the name of Feſus 


EVERY KNEE ſhould bou', and EVERY TONGUE confeſs 
that hie is Lord. : 5 og „ 
* Bound ev'ry heart and ev'ry boſom burn” while 
we meditate on theſe raviſhing declarations; God fo 
loved the woRLD that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
WHOSOEVER belzeveth on him ſaould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. He was made under the lau, to redeem 


tem that were under the law, that is, all mankind ; 


unleſs it can be proved that ſome men never came 
under the curſe of the law. He is thefriend of $1n- 
NERS, the phyſician of the 81CK, and the Saviour of the 
wORLD : He died, the juſt for the ux j usr; He 1s the 


Firopiciation, not for our fins only, but for the fins of Tut 
WHOLE WORLD. One died for AL, becauſe ALL were 


dead. As in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt, during the 
day of their viſitation, all are blefſed with quickning 


grace, and therefore in the laſt day ALI ſhall be made 


alive to give anaccount oftheir bleſſing or talent, He 
is the Saviour of ALL men, efpecially of them that belive; _ 


and the news of his birth are biding of great joy to ALL 


people. As by the offence of one judgment came upon ALL. 
MEN, even fo by the righteouſneſs of one the FREE Of 
„ | | | / +. Mn 


came upon ALL MEN; for Chriſt by, the grace f God 
taſted death for EVERY MAN; he is the lamb of God who 
taketh away the jin of the woRLD, therefore God com- 
"mand.th ALL MEN EVERY WHERE fo Tepent—to. look 
unto him and be ſaved. _ LR: e 
Do ve not take choice jewels from Chriſt's crown, 
when we explain away theſe bright teſtimonies. 
given by his free grace: It pleafed the Father by him 
do reconcile ALL THINGS to himſelf, — The kindneſs and 
pity of God our Savior towards MAN has appeared, —1. 
will draw-all men unto me,—T come NoT to judge the 
WORLD. but to fave the WORLD.—He came into the world 
FO SAVE SINNERS, the CHIEF not excepted.— God 
was in him reconciling the w ORLD unto himſelf, Hence 
he ſays to the moſt obſtinate of his oppoſers, Theſe 
things have I ſpoken urto you that you might be ſaved,— 
Tf I had not come and ſpoken unto them, they had not had 
n in rejecting me, but now they have no cloak for 
their in, no excule for their unbehef. 
Once indeed, when the apoſtles were on the 
brink. of the moſt dreadful trial, their compaſſionate. 
Maſter faid, I pray for them, Ipray not for the woRLD. 
As if he had ſaid, their immediate danger makes 
me pray as if there were but theſe eleven men in the 
world, holy Father keep them.” But having given 
them this ſeaſonable teſtimony of a juſt preference, 
| he adds, Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for them 
who ſhall believe :—and he prays they may be the 
wWORI D,—that the WORLD may believe— and may know 
that thou haſt ſent me. | VV 
If our Lord's not praying for a moment on a par- 
ticular occaſion for the world, implies that the world 
is abſolutely reprobated, we ſhould be glad of an 
anſwer to the two following queries. (1) Why did 
he pay the next day ſor Pilate and Herod, Annas 
and Caiphas, the Prieſts and Phariſees, the Jewiſh 
mobandRoman ſoldiers; in a word for the countleſs . 
multitude. of his revilers and murderers? Were they 4 
all elect, or was this ejaculation no prayer? Father 


forgive them, for they know not what they do ! (2.) Why 
VCC 
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did he commiſſion St. Paul to ſay, I exhort firſt of all, 
that ſupplications, prayers, and interceſſions be made for 
ALL MEN, for this is acceptable in the fight of God oux 
__ Saviour, Who will have ALL MEN: to be SAVED and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one Gd 
and one mediator between God and uE, the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus; who gave himfelf a ranſom ro ALLY ve © 
Without loſing time in proving, that none but 
artful and deſigning men, uſe the word all to mean” 
tlie leſs number; and that all, in ſome of the above= 
mentioned paſſages, muſt abſolutely mean all mankind, 
as being directly oppoſed to all that are condemned 
and die in Adam; and without ſtopping to expoſe tage 
new calvinian creation of “ a whole world of 
elect;“ upon the preceeding ſeriptures I raiſe the 
following doctrine of free grace. If Chrift taſted 
death for every man, there is undoubtedly a goſpel for 
every man, even for thoſe who periſh by rejecting it. 
St. Paul ſays, that God ſhall judge the ſecrets of Ms N,. 
according to has goſpel. St. Peter aſks, What ſhall be 
the end of thoſe, who: obey not the GOSPEL of God And 
the apoſtle anſwers, Chriſt revealed in flaming fire wilt 
take vengeance on them who obey not the GOSPEL, that is, 
all the"ungodly who receive the grace of God in vain, or 
turn it into laſciviouſneſ. They do not periſh-becauſe 
the goſpel is a lie with reſpect to them; but becauſe 
they receive not the love of the TRUTH that they might be 
SAVED. God, to puniſh their rejecting the truth, 
permits that they ſhould believe a lie; that they all 
might be damned, who to the laſt hour of their day of 
— believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrigli- 
fee. * | 
- EM 14 latitude of our Lord's commiſſion to his mi- 
niſters demonſtrates the truth of this doctrine. Go 
into ALL the world, and teach ALL nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Hence thoſe gracious and general invi- 
| tations, Ho VERY ONE that thirſteth after happinels, 
come ye to the waters; If any man thirſt after pleaſure, | 
let him come to me and drink,—Come unto we all 1 
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labour for want of reſt; and I will give it you.—W wo- 

' SOEVER will, let him come and take of the water of life 
| Freely. —Ye adulterers, —draw nigh unto God, and he 
will draw nigh unto you—Behold I-ftand at the door 
and knock, if any MAN open, I will: come in and ſup 
with him. Go out into the highways and hedges, preach 
the goſpel to x VERY CREATURE, and lo I am with you 
to the end of the world. „%%% ls LO EI LED | 
If you compare all the preceding ſcriptures, . 1 
flatter myſelf Hon. Sir, you will perceive that as the 
redemption of Chriſt is general, ſo there is a general 
goſpel, which is more or leſs clearly revealed to all, 
according to the clearer or more obſcure diſpenſa- 
tion which they are-outwardly under. £ 8 
This doctrine may appear ſtrange to thoſe who 

call nothing goſpel but the laſt diſpenſation of it. 
Such mould remember that as a little ſeed ſown in 
the ſpring is one with the large plant into which it 
8 expands in ſummer; ſo-the goſpel in its leaſt appear- 
| ance, is one with the goſpel grown up to full 

miaaturity. Our Lord conſidering it both as fown in 
man's heart, and fown in the world, ſpeaks of it 
under the name of the kingdom of heaven, compares it 
to corn, and conſiders firſt the ſeed, then the blade, 
next the ear, and laſt of all the full corn in the ear. 
(.) The goſpel was ſown in the world as a little 
but general ſeed, when God began to quicken man- 
kind in Adam, by the precious promiſe of a Saviour: 
and when he jaid to Noah, the Lend general parent 
of men, With thee will I eſtabliſi my covenant ; bleſſing 
him and as ſons after the deluge, 

2.) The goſpel appeared. as corn in the blade; 
when God renewed the promiſe of the Maſſiah to 
Abraham with this addition, that tho' the Redeemer 
ſhould be born of his elect family, divine grace and 
mercy were too frez-to be confined within the 

narrow bounds'of a peculiar election: therefore in 
his feed, that is, in Chriſt the ſun of righteouſneſs arr. 
the families of the earth ſhould be blefſed; as they are all 

cheared with the genial influence of the natural ſun, 

7 whether 
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whether he ſhines above. or below their horizon, 

whether he particularly . enlightens the one or the 
other 1 . r 
(33. The goſpel word grew much in the days of 
: Moſes, Samuel and. Iſaiah; for the goſpel, ſays St. 
Paul, was preached unto them as well as unto us, tho” 

not ſo exp Es But when John the Baptiſt a 
greater prophet than they all, began to preach the goſpel 
_of repentance, and point ſinners to the Lamb of God 


that taketh away the fins of the world, then the ear | 


crowned the blade which had long been at a ſtand, 
and even ſeemed to be blaſted. _ 
(d.) The great Luminary of the church ſhining 
warm upon the earth, his direct beams cauſed a ra- 
pid growth. The favonian breathings and ſighs 
which attended his preaching and prayers, the ge- 
nial dews which dickilled on Gethſemane, during 
his agony, the fruitful ſhowers which deſcended on 
_ Calvary, while the blackeſt ſtorm of divine wrath 
rent the rocks around, and the tranſcendent radiance 


of our ſun, riſing after this dreadful eclipſe to his 


meridian glory ;—all concurred. to maniſter fertile 
influences to the plant of renown. And on the day of 
pentecoſt, when power came from on high, when the 
fire of the Holy Ghoſt ſeconded the virtue of the 
Redeemer's blood, the 182 corn was ſeen in the myſti- 
cal ear; the moſt perfect of the goſpel diſpenſations 
came to maturity; and Chriſtians began to bring 
forth fruit unto. the perfection of their own co 
. . 
2 5 ſome good men overlook the gradual diſplays 
of the manifold goſpel-grace of God, ſo others I fear, 
miſtake the eſſence of the goſpel itſelf. Few ſay 
with St. Paul the goſpel of which I am not aſhamed, is 
the power of God unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth 
with the heart unto r1ghteoufneſs, according to the light 
of his diſpenſation: and many are afraid of his ca- 
tholic doarine, when he ſums up the general ever- 
_ laſting goſpel in theſe words: God was not the God of 
the Jews only, but of the Gentiles alſo ; becauſe that which 


_ worldly luſts, and to live / 
_ preſent world. 


rich unto all that call upon hum. 


(12) N 


may be known of God, under their diſpenſation, fs 
manifeſt in them, God having fhewed it unto them. For 
the grace of God which bringeti ſalvation or rather 
„ Xap15 N awrypive, the grace emphatically ſaving, hath ap- 
. peared unto all men; EY us to deny ungodlineſs and 
* | 


. Jl erh in the 


e But how does this ſaving grace teach us“, By 


propoſing to us the ſaving truths of our wc! "runs | 
and helping our unbelief, that we may cor 

brace them; for without faith it ts impoſſible to pleaſe 
God. Even the Heathens who come to God muſt E- 


dially em- 


LIE Vx that he ts, and that he is the rewarder of them 
that diligently feek him : for there is no difference between 
the Few and the Greek, the ſame Lord over all being 


Here the Apoſtle ſtarts the great calvinian ob- 


jection: But how ſhall they believe, and call on him of 
whom they have not heard, &c.? And having obſerv- 
ed that the Jews had heard, tho' few had believed, 
he ſays, So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
te word of God, Which ts nigh, even in the mouth and 
in the heart of all who receive the truth revealed 
under their diſpenſation. Then reſuming his anſwer 
to the calvinian objection he cries out, Have not 
_ they (Jews and Greeks) all heard preachers, who 
invite them to beheve that God is A | 
and conſequently that he is the rewarder of thoſe who 
_ diligently feek him? Yes verily, replies he, their ſound 
muent 2nto all the earth, and their words unto the ends 
"oof Fe worth. Do: nant ale 8 
If you aſk, Who are thoſe general heralds of 
free grace, whoſe found goes from pole to pole?“ 
The ſcripture anſwers with becoming dignity : The 
heavens declareth the glory of God, and the firmament © 
| ſheweth his handy work. Day unto day uttereth fheech, CT. 
and night unto night ſheweth knowledge, There is no ſpeech | 
or language, no country or kingdom, where their voice 


and powerful, 


is not heard. Their inſtructing line went thro' the earth 


| their vaſt pariſh, and their words to the end of the 
world their immenſe dioceſe, For the inviſible things | 


( 18) 
of God, that is, his greatneſs and wiſdom, his good- 
neſs and mercy, his eternal power and godhead are 
_ clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made 
and preſerved, fo that the very Heathens, who do 
not obey their ſtriking ſpeech, are without eæcuſe; 
| becauſe that when they knew God, they glonfied him not 
as God, neither were thankful. _ 

This is the goſpel-alphabet, if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion, The Apoſtle, like a wiſe inſtr uctor, 
proceeds upon the Kan of this free grace when 
he addreſſed himſelf to the Heathens, We preach 
unto you, ſaid he to the Lycaonians, that ye ſhould 
turn from theſe vanities to ſerve the living God, who made 
heaven and earth, and the fea, and all things therein; 
who, even when he ſuffered all nations to walk in their 
own ways, left not himſelf without. witneſs; that is, with- 
out preachers, according to that ſaying of our Lord 
to his diſciples, Ye all be my witnefſeſs, and teach all 
nations. And theſe witneſſes were the good which God 
did, the rain he gave us from heaven, fruitful ſeaſons, 
| PED the food and gladnefs with which he filled our hearts. 
St. Paul preached the ſame goſpel to the Atheni- 
ans, wiſely coming down to the level of their in- 
ferior diſpenſation. The God that made the world 
_ dweils not, like a ſtatue, in temples made with hands, 
nor hath he need of any thing; ſeeing he giveth to all life, 
and breath, and all things. He hath made of one blood all 
nations of men who dwell on all the face of the earth, 
not that they might live like Atheiſts, and periſh | 
like reprobates, but that they might freb the Lord, if 

hab y they might feel after him and find him, Nor 15 
this an impollibility, as hie is not far fr om. every one of 
Us, for in him we live and move and have our being, as 
certain of your own poets have taught, juſtly aſſerting 
that we are the off sþring of God, Hence he proceeds 
to declare, that God calls all men every where to repent, 

intimating that upon. their turning to him, he w Ti 
receive them as his dear children, and bleſs mem 
as his beloved 0er: Ng. | 

Theſe, and the like ſcriptures force | calv n him 
| ſelf into an nappy inconſiſtency With Cal iniim. 
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t The Lord, ſays he in an epiſtle perfixed to the 


French new Teſtament, never left himſelf without 
& a witnels, even towards them unto whom he has 


* not ſent any knowledge of his word. Foraſmuch 
& ag all creatures, from the firmament to the center 


et of the earth, might be witneſſes and meſſengers of 
ec his glory unto all men, to draw them to ſeek him; 
and indeed there is no need to ſeek him very far, 
& for every one might find him in his ownſelf,” _ 
And no doubt ſome have; for altho' the world knew 


not God by the wiſdom that is earthly, ſenſual and de- 


vil; yet many have ſavingly known him by his 
general witneſſes, that 1s, the wonderful works that he 


dot for the children of men; for that which may be known 


of God, in the loweſt economy of goſpel grace, ts 
manifejt in them, as well as ſhewn unto them. 
What! Is there ſomething of God inwardly ma- 
nifeft in, as well as outwardly ſhewn to all men?“ 
Undoubtedly the grace of God is as the wind, which 
S O e where ut liſteth; and it lifteth to blow with more 
or leſ force ſucceſſively all over the earth. You can 
as ſoon meet with a man that never felt the wind, or 
heard the found thereof, 2s with one that never felt the 
divine breathing, or heard the till ſmall voice, which 
we call the grace of God, and which bid us turn 
from fin to righteouſneſs... To ſuppoſe the Lord gives 


us a thouſand tokens of his eternal power and godhead, 


without giving us a capacity to conſider, and grace 
to improve them, is not leſs abſurd than to imagine 
that when he beſtowed upon Adam all the trees of 


_ paradiſe for food, he gave him no eyes to ſee, no 


hands to gather, and no mouth to cat their delicious 


fruits, i | 


We readily grant that Adam, and we in him. loſt 
all by the fall; put Ch riſt. the Lamb flain from thefoun- 


dation of the world, Chriſt the repairer of the breach, 


mightier to fave than Adam to deſtroy, ſolemnly gave 
limſ?!f to Adam, and to us in him, by the free ever- 
laſting goſpel which he preached in paradiſe. And 
when he preached it he undoubtedly gave Adam, 
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and us in him, a capacity to receive it, that is a 
power to believe and repent. If he had not, he 
not as well have preached to ſtocks and ſtones, 
to beaſts and devils. It is offering an inſult to the 
only wife God, to ſuppoſe that he gave mankind the 
light, without giving them eyes to behold it; or 
Which is the ſame, to ſuppoſe that he gave them the 

| golpel, without giving * power to believe it. 

As it was with Adam, ſo it is undoubtedly with all 
his poſterity. By what argument or ſcripture will 


: you prove, that God excluded part of Adam (or- 
What is the ſame thing, part of his offspring, which 


was then part of his very perſon) from the promiſe 
and gift which he freely made him of the ſeed of tie 
woman, and the bruiſer of the ſerpent's head ? Is it rea- 
ſonable to deny the gift, becaule multitudes of infi- 
dels reject it, and thouſands of Antinomians abuſe it? 
May not a bounty be really given by acharitable per- 
ſon, tho! it is deſpiſed by a proud, or ſquandered by 
J CaorC  ” 5 
Waving the caſe of infants, and thoſe idiots who 
have in ned the fin unto death, was there ever a ſinner 
under no obligation to repent and believe in a mer- 
oiful God ? O ye oppoſers of free grace, ſcarch the 
univerſe with Calvin's candle, and among your re- 
e. millions, find out the perſon that never 
nad a merciful God: and ſhew us the unfortunate 


creature, whom a ſovereign God bound over to ab- 


ſolute deſpair of his mercy from the womb. If 
there is no ſuch perſon in the world : if all men are 
bound to repent and believe in a merciful God, 
chere is an end of Calviniſm, An unprejudiced 
man can require no ſtronger proof that all are re- 
_ deemed from the curſe of the adamic law, which 


admitted of no repentance; and that the covenant of 


grace which admits of, ard makes proviſion for it, 
tel extends to al! mankind... on noni 
Out of Clirift's fullnels ali have received grace, a little 
leaven of ſaving power, an inward monitor, a divine 
reprover, a ray of true heavenly light, Which mani- 
py PE TR B 2a . feſts 
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feſts firſt moral, and then ſpiritual good and evil. 
St. John bears witneſs of that light, and declares it was 
the ſpiritual fe of men, the true light, which enitghten-, 
eh not only every man that comes into the church, 
but every man that cometh into the world — without ex- 
cepting thoſe who are yet in darkneſs. For the light 
Jhineth in the darkneſs, even when the darkneſs com- 
prehends it not. Ihe Baptiſt bore alſo wines of that 
Gight, that all men thro' it, not thro him, might believe, 
Hos lighit being the laſt antecedent and agreeing per- 
Ay 8 . 
' Hence appears the ſufficiency of that divine light 
to make all men believe in Chriſt the light of the world; 
according to Chriſt's 9wn words to the Jews, While. 
e have the light, believe in the light, that ye may be the 
children of the light. Mall while you have the light, leſt | 
darrnefs come upon you, even that total nig/it of nature | 
when no man can work, ng Dok 1 
_ Thoſe who reſiſt this internal light generally re- 
ject the external goſpel, or receive it only in the let- 
ter and hiſtory: Face ſuch there have been 
in all ages; {or Chr, ' was in the world, even when 
the world knew him not : therefore he was manifeſt in 
the fle. The ſame fun which had ſhined as the 
dawn, aroſe with healing in his wings, and came to 
deliver the truth which was held in unrighteoujneſs, and. 
to help the light which was not comprehended by the 
dar neg. But alas! when he came to his own, even 
then his on received him not. Why? Becauſe they were 
reprobates ? No: but becauſe they were moral agents. 


© This is thecondemnation, ſays he himſelf, that ligt 


came into the wok H, but MEN ſhut their eyes againſt 
it, They led darkneſs rather than light, BECAUSE 
{heir works were eral, They would go on in the fins 
- which the light reproved, and therefore they oppoled 
it till it was guenched, that is, till it totally withdrew 
from their hearts. To the fame purpoſe our Lord 
Jays, The heart of this people 15 waxed groe, their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they cloſed againſt 
the light, left they ſhould fee with their eyes, and under- 
ftand with their hearts, and ſhould be converted, and J 
fhould heal them, The ſame unerring teacher informs 
| | | . us, 


(27) 
us, that the devil cometh to the way-fide hearers, and 
taketh away the word out of their hearts, left they ſhould 
believe and be ſaved. And if our goſpel is hid, ſays St. 
Paul, it is to them that believe not, and are loſt, whoſe | 
minds the God of this world hath blinded, left the glori- 


ous goſpel of Chriſt ſhould fhine unto them. | 
From theſe ſcriptures it is evident that Calvin was 


miſtaken, or that the devil is a fool. For if a man 
is now totally blind why ſhould the devil beſtir him- 
ſelf to blind him. And why ſhould he fear left the 
opel. ſhould ſhine to them · that are loſt, if there is abſo- 
furely no golpel for them, or they have no eyes to 
ſee, no capacity to receive it? | „ 
Whether ſinners nom their goſpel day or not, they 
have one. Read the hiſtory of Cain, who is ſuppoſ- 
ed to be the firſt reprobate ; and ſee how graciouſly 
the Lord expoſtulated with him, Cooder the old + 
world : St. Peter ſpeaking of them ſays, The goſpel was = 
preached tothem alſo that are dead; for Chiriſt went by the 


3 Sprrit, and preached even to thoſe who were diſobedient, 


when once the long-ſuffering of God waited 120 years in 
the days of Noah. Nor ta the Lord wait with an in- 
tention of having them completely fattened for the 
day of laughter: far be the unbecoming thought 
from thoſe who worſhip the God of love! Inſtead © 
of entertaining it, let us account that the long. ju Hering 


of our Lord is SALVATION, that is, a beginning of 


falvation, and a ſure pledge of it: if we know and re- 
deem the accepted time: for the Lord is long-ſuffering to 
us ward, and not willing that any ſhoutd periſh, but that 
all Tor come to repentance. SD | 3 
Nor does God's long-ſuffering extend to the eleck 
only. It imbraces alfo thoſe who treaſure up unto” 


themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath, by deſpiſing the 


riches of divine goodneſs and forbearance and ,0NG-$vr- 
FERING, not knowtng that the goodneſs of God lends them 
to repentance. Of this the Jews are a remarkable in- 
ſtance, What could God have done more lo M Jewiſh” 
vineyard? He gathered the ſtones of it, and planted it 
with the choiceſt vine; aid yet wen HE LOOKED that” 
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it ſhould have brought forth grapes, it brought forth wild 
grapes: when he ſent has ſervants to receive the fruits, 
they were abuſed and ſent away empty. Hence it is 
evident that the Jews had a day, in which they 
could hav : brought forth fruit, or the wife God would 
no more nave looked for it, than a wiſe man expects 
to ſee the pine-apple grow upon the haw-thorn, _ 
Nay, the moſt obſtinate, phariſaic, and bloody of 
the Jews had a day, in which our Lord in perlon, 
would have gathered them with as much tenderneſs, as | 
a hen gathers her brood under her wings. And when he 
ſaw their free-agency, abſolutely ſet againſt his lov- 
ing-kindneſs, he wept over them, and deplored their 
not having known the things belonging unto their peace, 
before they were hid from their eyes. | THR 
Our gracious God freely gives one or more talents 
of grace to every man; nor was ever any man caſt into 
utter darkneſs where ſhall be 1 and gnaſhing of teeth, 
but for the not uſing his talent aright, as our Lord 
ſufficiently declares, Matt. xxv. go. Alluding to that 
important parable, I would obſerve, that the Chrif- 
tian has five talents, the Jew two, and the Heathen 
one. If he that has two talents lays them out to ad- 
Vantage, he ſhall receive a reward as well as he that 
has five: and the one talent is as capable of a pro- 
portionable improvement as the two or the five. The 
equality of God's ways does not conſiſt in giving juſt the 
fame number of gracious talents to all; but firſt in 
not deſiring to gather where he has not flrawed, or to 
reap above a proportion of his feed; and (2.) in graci- 
oully diſpenſing rewards according to the number of 
talents improved, and the degrees of that improve- 
ment: (and in juſtly inflicting puniſhments, accord- 
ing to the number of talents bury'd) and the aggra- 
. vations attending their unfaithfulneſs. For unto 
whomſoever much is given, of ſum ſhall be much required, 
and to whom men have committed much, of ham they und 
aſk the more. „CCC os 
WMe frequently ſpeak of God's ſecret decrees, the 
knowledge of which is as uſeleſs as it is uncertain 
ö N 2 5 


and believe? And in the mean time a Benedi 
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but ſeldom conſider that ſolemn decree fo often reveal-_ 
ed in the goſpel, To him that has grace to purpoſe, 
more ſhall be given; and from him that has not, that has 
buried his gracious talent, and therefore in one ſenſe 
has it not, Mall be taken away even that which he hath to 
no purpoſe : according to ourLord's awful command, 
Take the talent from him that hath buried it, and give it 
to him that hath ten, for the good and the faithful ſervant 
fall have abundance.+F He who ſays, Whatfoever a man 
foweth, that ſhall he alſo wh is too juſt to look for an 
increaſe from thoſe on whom he beſtows no talent; 
and as he calls for repentance and faith, and for a 
daily increaſe of both, he has certainly beſtowed up- 
on us the ſeed of both, for he gives feed to the ſower, 
and does not deſire to reap where he has not ſown. _ 
Methinks my honoured opponent crys out with 
amazement : What! have all men power to repent 
&ine 
monk comes up to vouch that this doctrine is rank 
Pelagianiſm. But permit me to obſerve, that if Pe- 
lagius had An ene as we do the total fall of 
man, and aſcribe with us to the free grace of God 
in Jeſus Chriſt, all the power we have to repent and 
believe, none of the Fathers would have been ſo 
injudicious and uncharitable as to rank him among 
heretics. We maintain that altho' without Chriſt 
we can do nothing, yet fo long as the day of faloation 
laſts, all men, the chief of ſinners not excepted, can, 
thro? his free preventing grace, ceaſe to do evil, learn 
to do well, and uſe thoſe means which will infallibly 


end in the repentance, and faith peculiar to the 


_ diſpenſation they are under, whether it be that of 
the Heathens, Jews, or Chriſtians, | FOG 
If the author of Pietas Oxonienſis, and father 
Walſh deny this, they might as well charge Chriſt 
9 315 e : With 


+ I muſt do the Calviniſts the juſtice to obſerve, that as our Lord 
ſays, aft and hate; ſo Eliſha Coles ſays, uſe grace and have grace, 
which is all that we contend for, if the inſeparable counter-part 
ef the axiom is admitted, 5 abule grace and loſe grace.“ 


Ew F 


with the abſurdity of taſting death for every man in or- 
der to keep moſt men from the very poſſibility of be- 
ing benefited by his death. They might as well aſ- 
ſert that altho” the free gift came upon ALL men, yet it 
never came upon a vaſt majority of them; and 
openly maintain that Chriſt deſerves to be called the 
_ deſtroyer rather then the Saviour of the world, For if 
the greateſt part of mankind may be conſidered as the 
world, if repentance and faith are abſolutely impoſſi- 
ble to them, and Jeſus came to denounce deſtruction 


to all who do: not repent and believe, let every 


thinking man ſay whether he might not be called 
with greater propriety the Deſtroyer than the Saviour 
of the world; and whether preaching the Criſpian 
_ goſpel, is not like reading the warrant of inevitable 
damnation to millions of wretched creatures. But 
upon the ſcheme of what you call the © Weſlear 
orthodoxy,” Chriſt is realy the Saviour of all men, but 
 efhecially of them that believe: for he indulges all with 
a day of ſalvation, and if none but believers make a 
proper uſe of it, the fault is not in his partiality, but 
Jö x 
In what a pitiful light does your ſcheme place our 
Lord! why dis he mar vel at the unbelief of the Jews, 
if they could no more believe than a ſtone can ſwim? 
„And lay not that he marvelled “ as a man;“ for the 
aſſertion abſolutely unmans him. What man ever 
wondered chat an aſs does not bray with the night 
ingale's melodious voice? Nay, what child ever 
marvelled that the ox does not fly above the clouds 
--- wath the Haring eagle ro 255 
| The ſame obſervation holds with regard to repen- 
tance. Then he began, ſays St. Matthew, to upbraid the 
cities herein moſt of his mighty Works were done, BECAUSE 
they repented not, Mercitul-Saviour forgive us! We 
have inſulted thy meek wiſdom, by repreſenting thee 
as cruelly upbraiding the lame for not a the -: 
blind for not ſeeing, and the dumb for not ſpeak ing! 
| But this is not all, if Capernaum could not have re- 
| fented at our Lord's preaching, as well as Nineveh . 
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the ee, of Jonas; how do we reflect upon his 
mild equity, and adorable goodneſs, when we repre- 
ſent him as pronouncing woe upon woe over the im- 
8 city, and threatening to ſink it into a deeper 
hell than Sodom BE cavss it repented not / And how 
ill does it become us to exclaim againſt Deiſts for. 

robbing Chriſt of his divinity, when we ourſelves 
_ diveſt him of common humanity ! | RN 
_ Suppoſe aſchool-maſter ſaid to his Engliſh ſcholars, 
Except you inſtantly ſpeak Greek you ſhall all be 
ſeverely whipped,” you would anne fr at the injuſ- 
tice of the ſchool-tyrant. But would not the wretch 
be merciful, in compariſon of a Saviour, (ſo called) 
who is ſuppoſed to ſay to myriads of men that can no 
more repent than ice can burn, Except you repent you _ 
ſhall all perijh ? J confeſs then when I ſee real Protef- 
tants calling this do&rine © the pure goſpel,” and ex- 
tolling it as * free grace.” I no more wonder that 


real Papiſts ſhould call their bloody inquiſition the 


| houſe of merey, and their burning of thoſe whom they 
call Heretics an * auto de fe, IR. 
Obj. At this rate our ſalvation or damnation turns 
upon the good or bad uſe which we make of the ma- 
nifold grace of God! And we are in this world in a 
ſtate of probation, and not meerly upon our paſſage 
to the rewards which everlaſting love, or to the pu- 
_ niſkments which everlaſting hatred has freely allotted 
us from the foundation of the world! _ * 
Anſ. Undoubtedly : for what man of ſenſe (L ex- 
cept thoſe who throꝰ hurry and miſtake have put on 
the veil of prejudice) could ſhew his face in a pul- 
pit, to exhort a multitude of reprobates to avoid a 
_ damnation abſolutely unavoidable; and invite a lit | 
tle flock of eleR, to loſe no time in making ſure an elec- 
tion, ſurer than the pillars of heaven? EOS. 
Again, who but a tyrant will make the life of his 
ſubjects turn upon a thing that is not at all at their 
option? When Nero was determined to put people 
to death, had he not humanity and honeſty enough 


e 


: * An AQ of faith, = 


not to tantalize them with inſulting offers of life ? 
To whom did he ever ſay, © If thou pluckeſt one ſtar 
from heaven thou ſhalt not die; but if thou faileſt in 
the attempt, the moſt dreadful and lingering tor- 
ments ſhall puniſh thy obſtinacy ?” And ſhall I, ſhall 
my Chriſtian brethren, repreſent the King of ſaints 
as guilty of — what my pen refuſes to write, that 
which Nero himſelf was too merciful to contrive? 


the capita 


; Thy 


wy « You do not ſtate the caſe fairly. If all 


have finned in Adam, and the wages of fin ts death, God 
did the reprobates no wrong when he condemned 
them to eternal torments, before they knew their - E 


right hand from their left; yea, before the founda- 
tion of the world“ FR : 


Anſ. The plauſibility of this objection, heightened N 
by voluntary humility, has miſled thouſands of pious 


ſouls; God give them underſtanding to weigh the fol- 
lowing reflections. (1.) If an unconditional abſolute 
decree of damnation paſſed upon the reprobates 3E 


FORE thefoundation of the world; it is abſurd to account | 


for the juſtice of ſuch a decree, by appealing to a fin- 
committed AFTER the foundation of the world. 

(2.) If Adam ſinned neceſſarily according to the 
fecret will and purpoſe of God,. as you imitate 1n your 


th letter, many do not ſee how he, much leſs his“ 
poſterity, could juſtly be condemned to eternal tor- 


ments for doing an iniquity which God's hand and 
counſel determined before to be done. "i | 
(3.) As we ſinned only ſeminally, in Adam, if God 


had not intended our redemption, his goodneſs would 


have engaged him to deſtroy us ſeminally, by cruſhing _ 
i offender who contained us all: ſo there 
would have been a juſt proportion between the fin, 
and the puntſhment ; for as we ſinned in Adam with- 
out the leaſt conſciouſneſs of guilt, ſo in him we 
ſhould have been puniſhed without the leaſt conſci- 


__  oufneſs of pain, This obſervation may be illuſtrated _ 
by an example. If I catch a miſchievous animal, a 
viper for inſtance, I have undoubtedly a right to 


kill her, and deſtroy her dangerous brood if ſhe is 


big 
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his juſtice an 
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big with young. But if inſtead of diſpatching her 
as ſoon as I can, I feed her on purpoſe to get many 
broods from her, and torment to death millions of 
her offspring, I can hardly paſs for the good man who 
regardsthetife of abeaſt. Leaving to you the application 
of this ſimile, I aſk: Do we honor God when we 
break the equal beams of his perfections; when we 
blacken his goodneſs and mercy, in order to make 
4 greatneſs ſhine with exorbitant luſtre? 
If * a God all mercy is a God unjuſt,” may not 


we lay, according to the rule of proportion, that 
a2 God all juſtice is a God uckine 
never be he e mercy is over all his works ? 7 


” and can 


_ (5.) But the moment we allow that the bleſſing of 
the ſecond Adam is as general as the curſe of the firſt: 


that God ets again life and death before every indivi- 


dual, and that he mercifully reſtores to all a capacity 
of chuſing life, yea and of having it one day more abun» 


1 dantly than Adam himſelf had before the fall, we ſee 


his goodneſs and juſtice ſhine with equal radiance, 
when he ſpares guilty Adam to propagate the fallen 
race, that they may ſhare the bleſſings of a better co- 
venant, For, according to the Adamic law, judgment. 
was by one ſin to condemnation ; but the free gift of the 
goſpel is of many offences to juſtification. For if thro' 
the offence of on? the many be dead; much more the grace 
of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man Jeſus 
Chriſt, hath abounded unto the many. 

| (6.) Rational and ſcriptural as the preceding obſer- 
vations are, we could {pare them, and anſwer your 
objection thus, You think God may juſtly decree, 
that millions of his unborn creatures {hall be v-fels of 


 - wrath to all etern ity, overflowing with thevengeance 
due to Adam's pre- ordained ſin; but you are not nearer 


the mark: for granting that he could do it as a juſt, 


good, and merciful God; yet he cannot do it as the 


God of faithfulneſs and truth. His word and oath are 


gone forth together: hear both. Mt mean ye that 


ye uſe this proverb? © The fathers have eaten four grapes, 
and the childrens teeth are ſet on edge As I LIVE, fays 
the Lord God, ye ſhall not have occaſton any more to uſe 


— — _ _—  — — _— ——— 
* - * 
= 


. I< Lo GG. Le <5 


. . 


| 
7 
; 
i 
4 


(24) . 9 
thts proverb. The ſoul that finneth perſonally, it ſhall die 


eternally. Every one fhall die for his own avoidable ' 


 Cnzquity. Every man that eateth the ſour grape, when he 


might have eaten the ſweet, his teeth ſhall juſtly be ſet 


on edge. When God has thus made oath of his equity 
and impartiality before mankind, it is rather bold to 
charge him with contriving Calvin's election, and 


ſetting up the Proteſtant Madona, the great image 


before which a conſiderable part of the church 
continually falls down and e e „ | 


O ye honeſt Shadrachs, who gaze upon it with ad- 
miration, fee how ſome Calvinian doctors deify it, 
Decreta Dei ſunt iſe Deus, Thedecrees of God are God hin- 


ſelf. See Eliſha Coles advancing at the head of thou- 

| landsof his admirers, and hear how he exhorts them 
to worſhip : Let us make election our all; our bread, wa- 
ter, munition of rocks, and whatever elſe we can ſuppoſe to 
want, that is, Let us make the great image our God. 
 Yecandid Meſhechs, ye conſiderate Abednegos, fol- 
low not this miſtaken multitude; before you cry with 
them, ©* Great is the Diana of the Calviniſt!“ walk 
once around the celebrated image: and I am perſuad- 


ed that if you can make out Free Grace written in 


running hand upon her ſmiling face, you will ſee 
FREEWIRNATH written in black capitals upon her de- 


formed back ; and then, far from heing angry at the 
liberty I take to expoſe her, you will wiſh ſpeed to 
the Httle ſtone which I level at her won-clay feet. 
Think not, honored Sir, that I ſay about free- 
wrath, what I cannot poſſibly prove: for you help 
meyourlelt to a ſtriking demenitration. Iſuppoſeyou 
{till upon your-travels. You come to the borders of 
a great einpire, and the firſt thing that trikes you, is 
a man in an eaſy carriage going with folded arms to 
take polte lion of an immenie eltate freelv given him 


by the kingof the country. As he flies along you juſt 
make out the motto of the royal chariot, in which he 


doſes, Fxet REwand. Soon after you meet five of 

the king's carts, containing twenty wietches loaded 

with irons: and the motto of every cart is Free Pu- | 
1 | ; | NISHMENT, 
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NISHME NT. You enquire into the meaning of this 
extraordinary proceſſion, and the ſheriff attending 
the execution anſwers; Know, curious ſtranger, 
that our Monarch is ahſolute; and to ſhew that ſove- 
reiguty is the prerogative of his imperial crown, and 
that he is no reſþefter of perſons, he diſtributes every 
day FREE rewards and FREE puniſhments, to a certain 
number of his ſubjects.— What: without any regard | 
to merit or demerit, by mere caprice!”— Nor altoge- 
ther ſo, for he pitches upon the worsT of men, and chief 
of finners, and upon ſuch to oh s:, for the ſubjects of 
hi: rewards. (Eliſha Coles, page 62) And that his 
puniſhments may do as much honour to free ſovereign 
wrath, as his bounty does to free ſovereign grace, he 
pitches upon thoſe that ſhall be executed before they 
are born, —* What! have theſe poor. creatures in 
chains done no harm?” O yes, ſaysthe ſheriff, the 
king contrived that their parents ſhould let them fall, 
and break their legs before thev had any know- 
ledge; when they came to yearsof diſcretion he com- 
manded them to run a race with broken legs, and 
becauſe they cannot do it, I am going to fee them 
quartered, Some of them beſides this have been 
obliged to fulfil the king's fecret will, and bring about 


tas purpoſes ; and they ſhall be burned in yonder deep. 


valley called Tophet, for their trouble. - You are 
ſhocked at the ſheriff's account, and begin to expoſ- 
tylate with him about the freenefs of the wrath which 


burns a man for doing the king's will; but all the 


anſwer you can get from him is that which you give 
me in your 4th lettter, page 2g, where ſpeaking of _ 
a poor reprobate you ſay, Such an one is indeed accom- 


Pliſiing the king's, you ſay God's decree, but he carries a 
3 dreadful mark in has forehead, that ſuch a decree, is, that 
3 ke ſhall 2 aith everlaſting deſtruction from the 


preſence of the Lord of the country. You cry out, 


God deliver me from the hands of a monarch. 


who puniſtes with everlaſting deſtruction ſuch as accom- 


| Plijh has decree ”' and while the magiſtrate intimates 


that 


vou get out © 
your narrow efcape. — _ SE NO 
May reaſon and ſcripture draw your foul with *! 
equal ſpeed from the j fields of Cole's ove» | 
reignty, to the ſmiling plains of primitive Chriſti» *' 
anity. Here you have God's election without Calvins 
reprobation. Here Chriſt chuſes the Jews without 


46) 


that your exclamation is a dreadful mark if not in your | 
F forelead, at leaſt upon your tongue, that you yourlelf, 
ſhall be apprehended againſt the next execution, and 
made a public inſtance of the king'sFree-wrath, your 

blood runs cold, you bid the poſtillion turn the 
horſes; they pn, Kaneko life, and the moment 


the dreary land, you bleſs God for 


rejecting the Gentiles, and elects Peter, James and _ | 


John to the enjoyment of peculiar privileges, with- 
out reprobating Mathew, Thomas and Simon. Here 
no body is damned for not doing impoſhhilities, -or | 
for doing what he could not en help. Here 


all that are ſaved enjoy rewards thro' the merits of 


Chriſt, according to the degrees of evangelical obe- 


dience which the Lord enables, not forces, them to 
perform. Here free wrath never appeared: all our 


damnation is of ourſelves, when we negleft ſuch gredt 


faloation, by obſtinately refuſing to work it out with 


fear and trembling. But this is not all, here free grace 


does not rejoice over ſtocks but over men, who gladly 


. confeſs that their ſalvation is all of God, who for 
_ Chriſt's ſake rectifies their free-agency, helps their 
infirmities, and works in them both to will and to do of 
His good pleaſure. And from the tenor of the ſcrip- 


ture, as well as from the conſent of all nations, and 
the dictates of conſcience, it appears that part of 
God's good pleaſure towards man is, that he ſhall re- 
main inveſted with the awful power of chuſing life or 

death, that his will ſhall never be forced, and conſe- 


quenly that overbearing, irreſiſtible grace ſhall be 
| baniſhed to the land of Cole's ſovereignty, together 
with free, abſolute, unavoidable Wrath. W 


Now. 


to) 


Now, honored Sir, permit me to aſk, Why does: 
this doctrine alarm men? Why are thoſe di- 
vines deemed heretics who dare not diveſt God of 
his eſſential love, Emmanuel of his compaſſionate 
humanity, and man of his connatural free-agency? 
What are Dominicus and Calvin, when weighed in 
the balance againſt Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt? Hear 
the great Prophet of the Jews: I call heaven and carth- 
to record this day againft you, that I have ſet before you 
life and death, bleſſing and curfing, heaven and hell; 
therefore chuſe life that you may live. And he that hath: 
ears not yet abſolutely ſtopped by prejudice, let him 
hear what the great prophet of the Chiſtians ſays up- 
on the important queſtion. I am come that they might 


3 have life all things are nom ready—but ye will not come 


unto me that you might have life—T would have gathered 
you and ye would not. Becauſe I have called and ye re- 
Fuſed, I will laugh when your deſtruction cometh, For 
THAT they did not onusE the fear of the Lord, THERE- 
FORE Hall they eat not the fruit of my decree or of 
Adam's fin, but of thetr own perverſe way : they ſhall 
be filled with their own doings. 5 %%% ͤũ V 
If theſe words of Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt are ver- 
looked, ſhould not at leaſt the experience of near ſix 
_ thouſand years teach the world that God does not 
_ forcerational beings, and that when he tries their 
loyalty, he does not obey for them, but gives them 


 fufficient grace to obey for themſelves? Had not all 


the angels ſufficient grace to obey ? If ſome kept not a 


their firſt eſtate, was it not thro' their own unfaithful- 
neſs? What evil has our Creator done us, or what 
ſervice have devils rendered us, that we ſhould fix 
the blot of Calvinian reprobation * the former, 
to excuſe the rebellion of the latter? Did not Adam 

and Eve ſtand ſome time by means of God's ſufficient 
grace, and might they not have ſtood for ever? 
Have not unconverted men ſufficient grace to forſake 
or complain of ſome evil? To perform, or attempt 
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fome good? Had not David ſufficient grace to avoid 


the crimes into which he plunged? Have: not be- 


lievers ſufficient power to do more good than they 


do? And does not the ſcripture addreſs ſinners Si- 


mon Magus not excepted) as having ſufficient grace 
to pray for more grace, if they have not yet ſinned 
the {in unto death ? / 
In oppoſition to the above: ſtated doctrine of grace 
free FOR all, as well as, free ix all, our Calvinian 
| brethren aſſert that God binds his free grace, and 
keeps it from vifiting millions of ſinners whom they 
call reprobates.- They teach that man is not in a 
ſtate of probation, that his lot is abſolutely caſt, a 
certain little number of ſouls being immoveably fix- 
edin God's favor, in the midſt of all their abomina- 


tions; and a certain vaſt number under his <ternal 


wrath, in the midft of their moſt ſincere endeavours. 
to ſecure his favour. Ard their teachers maintain 
that the names of the former were written in the book 
of life, without any refpe& to foreſeen repentance, 


faith and obedience ; while the names of the latter 


Veere put in the book of death, (ſo I call the decree 
of reprobation)merely for the fin of Adam, without 


any regard to perſonal impenitency, unbelief and 


_ diſobedience. And this narrow grace and free wrath 
they recommend to the world under the engaging 


name of free grace, 3 
This doctrine, dear Sir, we are in conſcience 


bound to oppoſe, not only becauſe it is the reverſe 
of the other, which is both ſcriptural and rational; 
but becaule it is inſeparably connected with doEtrinal 
Antinomianiſm, as your fourth letter abundantly de- 
monſt rates; and above all, becauſe it appears to us 
that it fixes a blot upon all the divine perfections. 
Pleaſe, honoured, Sir, to conſider the following que- 
ries. | We RS 7 | 
What becomes of God's goodneſs, if the tokens of 
it which he gives to millions are only intended to 


inhance 


PROD «3 4 8 8 
r 7 
1 Op 8 = _ RT 


(=) 


inhance their ruin, or caſt a deceitful veil over his 
everlaſting Wrath? What of his mercy which is over 
ALL his works, if millions were ever excluded from 
the leaſt intereſt in it, by an abſolute decree that con. 
ſtitutes them veſſels of wrath from all eternity ?: 
What becomes of his juſtice, if he ſentences myriads 
upon myriads to everlaſting fire, BECAUSE they have 
not believed on the name of his only begotten Son; when, 
if they had believed that he was their Feſus, their Sa- 
viour, they would have believed a monitrous lie, 
and claimed what they have no more right to than I 
have to the crown of England? What of his vera- 
city, and the oath he ſwears that he willeth not the death. 
a ſinner; if he never affords moſt ſinners ſuſhcient 
means of eſcaping eternal death? If he ſends his. 
ambaſſadors to every creatu;e, declaring that all Hugs 
are now ready for their ſalvation, when nothing but. 
 Tophet is prepared of old for the inevitable deſtruction. 
of a vaſt majority of them? What becomes. of his. 
holineſs, if in ps e condemn the. reprobates with. 
| ſome ſhow of juſtice, and ſecure the end. of his decree. 
of reprobation, which is. that.“ millions ſhall abſo- 
lutely be damned,” he. abſolutely fixes the means of 
their damnation, that is, their ſins and wickedneſs? 
— What of his wi/dom. if he ſeriouſly expoſtulates. 
with ſouls as dead as corpſes, and. gravely urges to 
repentance and faith perſans that can no more repent 
and believe, than aſhes can ſpeak and ſing ?— What. 
becomes of his long ſuſfering, if he watts to have an 
opportunity of ſending the reprobates into a dgeper - 
hell, and not to give them a longer time to fave them- 
ſelves from this perverſe gener ation.? What of bis equi- 
4 ty, if there was merey for Adam and Eve, who per- 
[ _  - fonally, breaking the edge of duty; wamonly. ruſhed. 
I out of paradiſe into this howling, wilderneſs ; and yet 


mere is no mercy for millions of their unfortunate 
children, who are born in a ſtate of ſin and milery» 
| without any perſonal choice, and conſequentlywith- 

aut any perſonal fa ?—— And what becomes of his. 
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omniſcience, if he cannot foreknow future contingen- 
cies? If to ſoretel without a miſtake that ſuch a thing 
| ſhall happen, he muſt do it himſelf? Was not Nero 
aswileinthisreſpe&? Could not he foretel that Phebe 
ſhould not continue a virgin, when he was bent. 
upon raviſhing her? That Seneca ſhould not die a 
natural death, when he had determined to have him 
murdered? And that Criſpus ſhould fall into a pit, 
if he obliged him to run a race at midnight in a place 
full of pits? And what old woman in the kingdom 
cannot preciſely foretel that a filly tale ſhall be told at 
ſuch an hour, if ſhe is reſolved to tell it herſelf, or 
at any rate to engage a child to do it for her?  _ 
Again, What becomes of God's loving-kindneſſes, 
wich have been ever of old towards the children of men ? 
And what of his mpartiality, if moſt men, abſolutely _ 
| py nt for the fin of Adam, are never placed in 
a ſtate of perſonal trial and probation ? Does not God 
uſe them far leſs kindly than devils, who were tried 
every one for himſelf, and remain in their diabolical 
Nate, becauſe they brought it upon themſelves by a 
perſonal choice? Aſtoniſhing! That the Son of 
God ſhould have'been fleſh of the fleſh, and bone 
of the bone of millions of men, whom, upon the 
Calvinian ſcheme, he never indulged ſo far as he 
did devils! What an hard-hearted relation to my- 
1 riads of his fellow-men, does Calvin repreſent our 
1 Lord Suppoſe Satan had become our kinfnan by 
1 incarnation, and had by that mean got the right of re- 
8 demption would he not have ated like himſelf, if 
1 he had not only left the majority of them in the 
1 depth of the fall, but enhanced their miſery by the 
Bi ſignht of his partiality to the little flock of the eleR ?: 
Milk Once more, What becomes of fair dealing, if 
Il God every where repreſents fin as the dreadful evil 
|| which cauſes damnation, and yet the moſt horrid 


. fins work for good to ſome, and as vou intimate * c- 
| c80ꝙhmpliſh their ſalvation thro' Chriſt ?”-- And what 


of koneſty,1t the God of truth himſelf promiſes that alt” 


ee 
e families of the earth all be bleſſed in Chriſt, when he 


as curſed a vaſt majority of them, with a decree of 
bſolute reprobation, which excludes them from ob- 
ining an intereſt in him, even from the foundation 

fthe world ? | e Wi | 
E Nay what becomes of his ſoverergnty itſelf, if it is 
Yorn from the mild and gracious attributes by which 
Wt is tempered ? If it is held forth in ſuch a light as 
Fenders it more terrible to millions, than the ſove- 
Fceignty of Nebuchadnezzar in the plain of Dura ap- 


Pppeared to Daniel's companions, when the form of his 


piſage was changed againſt them, and he decreed that 
hey ſhould be caſt into the burning fiery furnace; for 
hey might have ſaved their bodily life by bowing to: 
he golden image which was a thing in their power; 


put poor reprobates can eſcape at no rate: the horri-- 
Pie decree is gone forth; they muſt, in ſpite of their 


Þeſt endeavours, dwell body and ſoul with everlaſting. 


ings. „„ „ 

And let none ſay that we wrong the Calvinian de- 
ree of reprobation, when we call it an horrible decree, 
or Calvin himſelf is honeſt enough to call it ſo. 
Unde factum eſt, tot gentes, una cum liberis eorum 
infantibus æternæ morti involveret lapſus Ada 
abſque remedio, nifi quia Deoita viſum eſt?ꝰ Decre- 
tum quidem forribile, fateor: inficiare tamen nemo 
poterit, quin præſciverit Dues quem exitum habi- 

s turus effet homo, antequam ipſum conderet, et 
ideo prœſciverit quia decreto ſuo fic ordinarat.“ 
That is, H ow comes it to pafs that ſo many nations, 
together with their infant children, are by the fall 
of Adam involved in eternal death without reme- 
dy, unleſs it is becauſe God would have it ſo? — 
An horrible decree, I confels!. Nevertheleſs no- body 
can deny that God foreknew what would be man's 
end before he created him, and that he foreknew _ 
it becauſe he had ordered it by his decree,” Calv. 
Winſt. Book 3. Chap. 2g. Sett. 7. 
This is ſome of the contempt which Calviniſm 
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puours upon God's perlections: theſe are ſome of the 
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blots which it fixes upon his word, But the mo- 


ment man is conſidered as a candidate for heaven, a 


Probationer for a bliſsful immortality the moment 
you allow him what free grace beſtows upon him, 
that is, a day of ſalvation, with a talent of living light 
andreQtified free-agency, toenable him to work for life 
faithfully promiſed, as well as from life freely impart- 

ed - the moment I ſay, you allow this, all the divine 
perfections ſhine with unſullied luſtre ; and as rea- 


ſon and majeſty returned to Nebuchadnezzar after 


his ſhameful degradation, ſo conſiſtency and native 


| dignity are reſtored to the abuſed oracles of God. 


_ Having thus ſhewn the inconſiſtency of Calvi- 
niſm, and the reaſonableneſs of what you call the 
| Weſlean, and what we eſteem the Chriſtian ortho- 
doxy, (ſo far at leaſt as it reſpects the gracious power 

and opportunity that man, as redeemed and prevent- 
ed by Chriſt, has to work for life“ or to work out 


his own ſalvation) it is but juſt I ſhould conſider ſome. 


af the moſt plauſible objettions which are urged 
againſt our doctrine. VVVVVVVCVVV 
1. Obj. Your Weſlean ſcheme pours more con- 
tempt upon the divine perfections than ours. What. 


becomes of God's wifdom, if he gave his Son to die 


for all mankind, when he foreknew that moſt men. 
would never be benefited by his death? _ | 
Anſ. (1.) God foreknew juſt the contrary: all 
men, even. thoſe who periſh, are benefited b 
Chriſt's death; for all enjoy thro! him a day of ſalva- 
tion, and a thouſand bleſhngs both ſpiritual.and tem- 
poral; and if all do not enjoy heaven for ever, they 
may ſtill thank God for his gracious offer, and. 
take the blame upon themſelves for their obſtinate 
refuſal of it, (2.) God by reinſtating all mankind in 
a ſtate of probation, for ever ſhuts the mouth of thoſe 
who chuſe death in the error of their ways, and clears 
bimſelf of their blood before men and angels. If he 
cannot eternally benefit unbelievers, he eternally 
vindicates his own adorable perfections. He can. 
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ſay to the moſt obſtinate of all the reprohates, O . 
rael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; In me was thy help, but 
thou wouldeſt not come unto me that thou mighteſt have 
life. Thy deſtruction is not from my decree, but 
thine own determination, : on . 
2. Obj. If God wills all men to be ſaved, and yet 
many are damned, is he not diſappointed ? And does 
not his diſappointment argue that he wants either 
wiſdom to contrive the means of ſome men's ſalva- 
tion, or power to execute his gracious deſign? 
Anſ. ( God's purpole is that all men ſhould have 
ſufficient grace to believe according to their diſpen- 
ſation, that he who believeth ſhall be ſaved, and he who 
believeth not ſhall be damned, God cannot therefore be 
diſappointed, even when man's free agency throws 
in the weight of final unbelief, and turns the ſcale 
of probation for death. (a.) Altho' Chriſt is the au- 
thor of a day of ſalvation to all, yet he is the author of 
eternal ſalvation to none but to ſuch as obey him, by 
working out their own ſalvation while it ts day, 

If you ſay that * Suppoſe God wills the falva» _ 
tion of all, and none can be ſaved but the obedzent, 
he ſhould make all obey :* I reply, So he does, by 
a variety of gracious means, which perſuade but do 
not force them; for he fays himſelf, What could # 


have done more to my vineyard than I have done? * Oh _ 


but he ſhould force all by the ſovereign powe! of ir- 
reſiſtible grace.“ You might as well ſay that he 
ſhould renounce his wiſdom, and defeat his own pur- 
| pos for if his wiſdom room men in a ftate of pro- 
ation; the moment he forces them, he takes them 
out of that ſtate and overturns his own counſel : he 
_ deſtroys the work of his hands; he unmans man, 
and ſaves him not as a rational creature; but as a 
ſtock or ſtone. Add to this, that forced obedience is 
a contradiction in terms; it is but another word for 
diſobedience, at leaft in the account of him who ſays, 
My ſon, give me thy heart: obey me with an uncon- 
| ſtrained, free, and chearful will, In a word, this 
15 Sa OO or ork many 
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: many are willingly ignorant of, that when God' ſaysz- 
| He wills all men tobe ſaved,. e wills them to be Fes 4 


but we are perfuade 
_ ficient to make us believe; for St. John informs us 
that the Jews, towards whom it was not exerted,. 


3 
2 

-Þ 
ö 
f 


hefe. 


as MEN, according to his own method of ſalvation 
laid down in the above-mentioned ſcriptures, and | 
not in their own way of wilful diſobedience, or after 
Calvin's ſcheme of irreſiſtible grace. "2 
g. Obj. Vou may ſpeak: againſt irreſiſtible grace, 
4 that nothing ſhort of it is ſuf« 


COULD not believe. 1 5 pn, 
Anſ. (1.) Joſeph ſaid to his miſtreſs, How can I do 


| this great wickedneſs ! But this does not prove that: 


he was not able to comply with her requeſt if he- 
had been fo minded. The truth was, that ſome of 


the Phariſees had bury'd their talent, and therefore 
could not improve it; while others had fo provoked. 
God, that he had taken it from them : they had inne 
unto death. But moſt of them obſtinately held that 
evil, which was an inſurmountable hindrance to 
faith; and to them our Lord ſaid, . How.C An ye believe, 
uo receive honor one of another ! (a.) IL wonder that 


modern predeſtinarians ſhould make ſo much ofthis- 
ſcripture, when St. Auguſtine their father, ſolves 


the ſeeming difficulty with the utmoſt readineſs, 


If you aſk me, ſays he, why the Jews couLD not 


believe: 1 quickly anſwer, Becauſe they wavLn, 


not; for God foreſaw their evil will, and foretold- 
5 it by the prophet; and if he blinded their eyes, 
their own wills. deſerved this alſo. They obſti- 
nately ſaid + we will not ſee,” and God juſtly ſaid 
at-laſt; ** Ye fhall not ſee,” “. | | gs 
4. Obj. You frequently mention the parable of 
the talents, but take care to ſay nothing of the para- 
ble of the dry bones, which ſhews not only the abſur- 


dity of ſuppoſing that man can work for life, but the 
prope of expoſtulating with ſouls as void of all 


piritual life, as the dry bones to which Ezekiel pro- 


1s) 


Auf. If you read that parable without comment, 
you will ſee that it is not deſcriptive of the ſpiritual 
ſtate of ſouls, but of the political condition of the 
3 their captivity in Babylon. They were 
ſcattered throughout Chaldea as dry bones in a valley; 
nor was there any human probability oftheir being 
collected to form again a political body. Therefore 
God to cheartheir-deſponding hearts, favoured Eze- 
kiel with the viſion of the reſurrection of the dry 
bones. (2.) This viſion proves juſt the reverſe of 
What ſome imagine. For the dry bones are thus deſ- 
_ -cribed by God himſelf. Theſe bones are the whole houſe 
of Iſrael. Behold, they ſay, (this was the language of 
their deſpairing minds) our bones are dried. our hope is 
loft, we are cut o for our parts. Here theſe Iſraelites 
compared to dry bones, even before Ezekiel prophe- 
fied, and the Spirit entered into them, knew their 
miſery, and complained of it ſaying, Our bones are dri- 
edup, How ſar then were they from being as in- 
ſenſible as corpſes? (g.) The prophecy to the dry 
bones did not conſiſt in threatnings and exhortations: 
it was only of the declarative kind. Nor was the 
| promiſe of their reſurrection fulfilled in the Calvini- 
an way, that is irreſtſtibly. For altho*-God had ſaid, 
I will open your graves, that is, your priſons, and bring 
you out of them into your own land; we find that mul- 
titudes when their graves were opened, choſe to 
continue in them. For when Nehemiah and Ezra 
breathed, under:God, courage into the dry bones, 
the Jewiſh captives n bez throughout Chaldea, 
many preferred the land of their captivity to their 
-own land. and refuſed to return: ſo that after all, 
their political reſurrection turned upon their own. 
che.” | ; 5 5 
5. Obj. We do not altogether go by the parable of 
the dry bones, when we affirm there is no abſurdity 
in preaching to ſouls as dead as corpſes. We have 
the example of our Lord as well as that of Ezekiel. 
Did he not ſay to Lazarus when he was dead and 
bury ed, Come forth ? | e 
. Anſ. 


5 (36) 1 
Anl. If Chriſt had called Lazarus out of the grave 
Without giving him power to come forth, his friends 
would have had ſome reaſon to ſuſpect that he was be- 


Ades himſelf, How much more, if they had heard 


him call a thouſand corpſes out of their graves, de- 
nouncing to all, that if they did not riſe they ſnould 


be caſt into a lake of fire, and eaten up by a worm that 


dieth not ! It is a matter of fact that Chriſt never com- 
manded but one dead man to come out of the grave; 
and the inſtant he gave him the command, he gave 
him alſo power to obey it. Hence we conclude that 
as the Lord commands all men every where to repent, he 

gives them all power ſo to do. But ſome Calviniſt's 
argue juſt the reverie. Chriſt, ſay they, called one 


corpſe without uſing any intreaty, threatning or pro- 
miſe, and he gave it power to obey; therefore when 
he calls an hundred dead fouls, and inforces his call 


with the greateſt variety of expoſtulations, threat- 
nings and promiſes, he gives power to obey only to 


two or three. What an inference is this! How 


worthy of the cauſe which it ſupports! 
In how contemptible a light does our Lord ap- 

pear if he ſays to ſouls as dead as Lazarus in the grave, 

All the day long have T ſtretched out my hands unto you. 


Turn ye: Why will ye die? Let the wicked forſake his 


way, and I will have mercy upon him But if he will 


not turn, 1 will whet my ſword, I have bent my bow and 
made it ready; I have alſo prepared for hum the inſtru- 


ments of death ? | | | 
I once ſaw a paſſionate man unmercifully beating 


and damning a blind horſe, becauſe he did not take 


to the way in which he would have him go; and I 
came up juſt when the poor animal fell a lamed vic- 


tim to its driver's madneſs. How did I upbra'd him 
with his cruelty, and charge him with unparalleled 
_ extravagance ! But I now aſk if it is not more than 


paralleled by the conduct of the imaginary being, 


whom ſome recommend to the world as a wiſe and 
merciful God, For the beſotted driver for ſome mi- 


. nutes 


3 


nutes expoſtulated in his way with a living though 
blind horſe; but the ſuppoſed maker of the Calvi- 
nian decrees expoſtulates all the day long with fouls 
not only as blind as beetles, but as dead as corpſes. 
Again, the former had ſome hopes of prevailing 
with his living beaſt to turn; but what hopes can 
the latter have to prevail with dead corpſes, or with _ 
ſouls as dead as they ? What man in his ſenſes ever 
_ attempted to make a corpſe turn, by threatening it 
ſword in hand, or by bending the bow and levelling an 
arrow at its cold and putrid heart? Es | | 
But ſuppoſe the reſurrection of Lazarus, and that 
of the dry bones, did not overthrow Calviniſm, 
would it be reaſonable to lay ſo much ſtreſs upon 
them Is a dead ſoul in every reſpect like a dead 
body; and is moral abſolutely like natural death? Can 
a parabolical viſion wreſted from its obvious mean- 
ing, ſupercede the plaineſt declarations of Chriſt, 
who perſonally addreſſes ſinners as free agents? 
Should not metaphors, compariſons, and parables 
be ſuffered to walk erect like reaſonable men? Is 
it right to make them go upon all four like the ſtu- 
pid ox? What loads of heterodoxy have degraded 
N e brought into the church! And how ſucceſs- 
ully has error carried on her trade, by dealing in 
_ figurative expreſſions taken in a literal ſenſe ! : 
This is my body, ſays Chriſt, © Therefore bread 
is fleſh, ſays the Papiſt, and tranſubſtantiation is 
true. — Theſe dry bones are the houſe of Iſrael, lays the 
Lord. Therefore Calviniſm is true, ſays my ob- 
jector, and we can do no more towards our 
converſions, than dry bones towards their reſur- 
refQtion.” —Loft finners are repreſented in the goſ- 
pel as a loft piece of filver : Therefore, ſays the au- 
thor of Pietas Oxonienſis, they can no more ſeek 
God, than the piece could ſeek the woman who 
had loſt it. —Chrrſt is the Son of God, ſays St. Peter: 
Therefore, ſays Arius, he is not cœternal “ 
the Father, for I am not ſo old as my parents.“ 
8 5 | D MS And 
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And 1, who have a right to be as wiſe as any of 
them, hearing our Lord ſay that the ſeven churches are 
feven candlefticks, prove by it that the ſeven churches 
can no more repent than three pair and a half of can- 
dleſticks, or 1 you pleaſe, ſeven pair of ſnuffers. 
And ſhall we pretend to overthrow the general 
tenor of the ſcripture by ſuch concluſions as theſe! 
Shall not rather unprejudiced perſons of every de- 

_ nomination, agree to turn ſuch arguments out of the 

_ Chriſtian church, with as much indignation as 
_ Chriſt turned the oxen out of the Jewiſh temple! 

Permit me honored Sir, to give you two or three 

inſtances more, of an undue ſtretching of ſome par- 
ticular words, for the ſupport of ſome Calvinian er- 

rors. According to the oriental ſtile, a follower of 
wiſdom is called a fon of wiſdom, and one that devi- 

_ ates from her paths a jor of folly. By the ſame 
mode of ſpeech, a wicked man, conſidered as wicked, 
is called Sams, a ſon of Belial, a child of the wicked one, 
and a child of the devil. On the other hand a man 
who turns from the devil's works, and docs the 

works of God by believing in him, is called a child, 

or a fon of God, Hence the paſling from the ways 
of Satan to the ways of God, was naturally called 
| | conderſion and neu birth, as implying a turning from 
ſin, a paſſing into the family of God, and being 
| numbered among the godly. wo IF 
| Hence ſome divines, who, like Nicodemus, car- 
{ . nalize the expreſſions of neu birth, child of God, and 


* 
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ſon of God, alſert that if men who once walked in 

God's ways, turn back even into adultery, murder 

| and inceſt, they are ſtill God's dear people and plea- 
is ' fant children, in the goſpel ſenſe of the words. They 

789 alk, © Can a man be a child of God to-day, anda 
© child of the devil to-morrow ? Can he be born 
& this week, and unborn the next?” And with 
theſe queſtions they as much think they have over- 
thrown the doctrine of holineſs and one half of the 
bible, as honeit Nicodemus ſuppoſed he had demo- 
1 | N 5 kiſhed 
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 Hſhed the doQrine of regeneration, and ſtopped our 
Lord's mouth, when he ſaid, Can a man enter a ſe- 
cond time into his mother's womb and be born ? 
The queſtions of our brethren would be eaſily an- 
ſwered, if ſetting aſide the oriential mode of ſpeech, 
they ſimply aſked, ©* May one who has ceaſed to do 
evil, and learned to do well to-day ; ceaſe to do well, 
and learn to do evil to-morrow ?” To this we could 
directly reply: If the dying thief, the Philippian 
jailor, and multitudes of Jews, in one day went over 
from the ſons of folly to the ſons wiſdom ; where 
is the abiurdity of ſaying they could meaſure the 
ſame way back again in one day; and draw back in- 
to the horrid womb of {in as caſily as Satan drew 
back into rebellion, Adam into diſobedience, David 
into adultery, Solomon into idolatry, Judas into 
treaſon, and Ananias and Sapphira into covetouſ- _ 

neſs? When Peter had ſhewn himſelf a bleſſed fon of 

heavenly wiſdom, by confeſſing Jeſus Chriſt; did 
he even ſtay till the next day to become a ſon of 
folly by following the wi/dom which is earthly, ſen- 
ſual and deviliſh ? Was not our Lord directly obliged 
to rebuke him with the utmoſt ſeverity, by ſaying, 
Get thee behind me, SATAN? | HD 
Multitudes, who live in open fin, build thei 
hopes of heaven upon a ſimilar miſtake, I mean up- 
on the unſcriptural idea which they fix to the ſcrip- 
tural word ſheep. 5 Once I heard the ſhepherd's voce, 
ſays one of theſe Laodicean fouls; I followed him, and 
therefore I was one of his fheep; and now, tho' I 
follow the voice of a ſtranger who leads me into all 
manner of ſins, into adultery and murder, I am un- 
doubtedly a ſheep {till ; for it was never heard that 
a ſheep became a goat.” Such perſons do not ob- 
. ſerve, that our Lord calls ſheep thoſe who hear his 
voice, and goats thoſe who follow that of the tempter. 
Nor do they conſider that if Saul, a grievous wolf 
breathing (laughter againſt Chriſt's ſheep, and making 
havock of lus little flock, could in a ja time be 
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( 49.) 
changed both into a ſheep and a ſhepherd; David, 
an harmleſs ſheep, could in as ſhort a time commence 
a goat with Bathſheba, and prove a wolf in ſheep's 
| clothing to her huſband. ies rn ond ops 
Pardon me, honored Sir, if to make my miſtaken 
brethren aſham'd of their argument, I dedicate to 
them the following ſoliloquy, wherein I reaſon up- 
on their own plan. Thoſe very Jews whom the 
* baptiſt and our Lord call'd a brood of vipers, and fer- 
* pents, were ſoon after compared to chicken, which 
* Chriſt wanted to gather as a hen does her brocd. What 
* a wonderful change was here! The vipers became 
* chickens! Now as it was never heard that chickens 
became vipers, I conclude that thoſe Jews, even 
when they came about our Lord like fat bulls of 
Baſan, like ramping and roaring lions, were true 
* chickens ſtill. And indeed why ſhould not they 
© have been as true chickens, as David was a Froe Pegs 
* when he murdered Uriah ? I abhor the do 
* which maintains that a man may be a chick or a 
* ſheep to-day, and a viper or a goat to-morrow,” 
But I am a little embarraſs'd. If none go to hell 
* but goats, and none to heaven but ſheep, where 
* ſhall the chickens go? Where the wolves in ſheep's 
* cloathing ? And in what limbus of heaven or hell 
* ſhall we put that fox Herod, the dogs who return 
* to their vomit, and the ſwine, before whom we muſt 
not caſt our pearls ? Are they all ſpecies of goats, or 
« ſome particular kind of ſheep ? TY AT | 
My difficulties increaſe. The church is call'd a 
© dove, and Ephraim a filly dove? Shall the filly dove 
be admitted among the fheep ? Her caſe ſeems ra- 
ther doubtful. The hair of the ſpouſe in the can- 
* ticles is likewiſe ſaid to be like a flock of goats, and 
_ © Chriſt's ſhepherds are repreſented as feeding kids, or 
« young goats beſides their tents, I wonder if thoſe young 
goats became young ſheep, or if they were all 
doom'd to continue reprobates! But what puzzles 
me moſt, is that the Babylonians are in the _ 
| | 5 . | | Vverie 


— ” * 
— Le FA - 
2 SIS 2 "9 SET. go 
7 e 22 * 2 


rine _ 


(a) 


l verſe compar'd to lambs, rams, and goats : Where 
they mongrel elect, or mongrel rep1obates, or fome - 
© of Eliſha Cole's ſpiritual monſters, in whom the ſpi- 
* rit had begotten a lump of dead fleſh ?* ; 
I make this ridiculous * 2 to ſhew the abſur- 
's 


dity and danger of reſting weighty doctrines upon ſo 
ſandy a foundation as the particular ſenſe which ſome 
ood men give to a few ſcriptural expreſſions {tretch- 
ed and abuſed on the — of my countryman Cal- 
vin; eſpecially ſuch expreſſions as theſe, a child f 
God, a ſheep, a goat, and above all, the dead in fin. 
Upon this lat expreſſion you ſeem, honoured Sir, 
chiefly to place the merit of your cauſe with reſpect 
to © working for life;“ witneſs the following words: 
“That we are to work for life is an aſſertion moſt 
exceedingly ſelf-contradiQory; if it be a truth that 
man is dead in treſpaſſes and fins.” Had you given 
yourſelf the trouble of reading with any. degree of at- 
tention the 42d. page of the vindication, you would _ 
have ſeen your difficulty propos'd and ſolv'd: Wit- - 
neſs the following words which conclude the folu- 
tion: In this ſcriptural view of free grace, what 
room is there for the ridiculous cavil, that Mr. W. 
wants the dead to work for life.“ Had I been in 
your place I confeſs, honoured Sir, I could not have 
produc'd that cavil again, without attempting at leaſt _ 
to wipe off the ridicule put upon it. I ſhould think 
truth has better weapons to defend hericlf than a 
vail, I grant that the reverend Divine whoſe ſecond 
you are, has publickly caft a vai! over all my argu— 
ments, under the name of miſtakes: but could you pol- 
 libly think that his vail was thick enough to cover 
them from the eyes of unprejudic'd readers, and 
_  Palliate your anſwering, or ſeeming to anſwer me 
without taking notice of my arguments ? But if you - 
caſt a vail over them, I ſhallnow endeavour to do 
your's juſtice and clear the matter a little farther. 
I. Avalling yourſelf of St. Paul's words to the 
Epheſians and Coloſſians, You hath he quicken'd who 
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were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and you being dead in 


vour fins hath he quicken'd together with him; you dwell 


upon the abſurdity of “expecting living actions from 


a dead corple,” or living works from a dead ſoul, 


© (1.) 1 wonder at the partiality of ſome perſons, If ? 
we aſſert that ſtrong dalievers are DEAD to fin, they 
tell us very properly that ſuch are not ſo dead but they 


may commit lin if they pleaſe, or if they are off their 


watch: But if we ſay that many who are Dr ap in ler 


are not ſo dead but in the ſtrength imparted together 


with the light that enlightens every man, they may leave 


off fome of their ſins if they pleaſe, we are exclaim'd | 
_ againſt as uſing metaphyſical diſtinctions, and dead 
_ muſt abſolutely mean impotent as a corpſe _ 


(2.) The word dead &e. is frequently uſed in the 
ſcriptures to denote a particular degree of helpleſineks 
and inactivity very ſhort of the total helpleſſneſs of a 


- corpſe. We read of the vEADNEss of Sarah's womb, | 


and of Abraham's body being DE AD, and he muſt be a 


_ ſtrong Calviniſt indeed, who, from ſuch expreſſions, 
peremptorily aſſerts, that Sarah's DEAD womb was as 
_unkhrtfor conception, and Abraham's DEAD body for ge- 


neration as if they both had been DEAD corpſes.” 
"Chriſt writes to the church of Sardis, I know thy 
works ; thou haſt a name to live, and art DEAD : but it 
is evident that dead as they were, ſomething remain- 
ed alive in them, tho”, like the ſmoking flax, it was 
ready to die: Witneſs the words that follow, be 
watchful, and ftrengthen the things which remain, that 


are ready to die. Now Sir, if the dead Sardians could 
* work for life,“ by ftrengthning the things belonging 
to the Chriſtian which remained in them; is it mo- 
deſt to decide e cathedra, that the dead Ephelians 
and Coloſhans could not as well work for lite by 
ſtrengthning the things that remained and were ready to 


die under THEIR OWN diſpenſation? Is it not evident 


that a beam of the light of the world {till ſhone in their 
hearts, or that the Spirit {till ſtrove with them It they 
bad abſolutely quenck'd kim, would he have helped 


them to believe? And if they had not, was not there 
„ 1 lomething 


LIT - - 
ſomething of the light which enlightens every man remain- 
ing in them: with which they both could, and did 

work for life, as well as the dead Sardians? = 
- (2) The abſurdity of 2 meaſuring the mean- 
ing of the word dead by the idea of a dead corpſe, a 
ears from ſeveral other ſcriptures, St. Paul 4 
ing of one who grows wanton againſt Chrift, ſays, fhe. 
that livet /i in pleaſurets DEAD while ſhe liveth, Now if 
this means that ſhe is intirely devoid of every degree 
of ſpiritual life, what becomes of Calviniſm ? Sup- _ 
poſe all that live in pleaſure are as dead to God as 
corpſes; what became of the everlaſting life of Lot, 
when he lived in pleaſure with his daughters? Of 
David with Bathſheba, and Solomon with his idola- 
trous wives? When the ſame apoſtle obſerves to 
the Romans that their body was DEAD becauſe 0 Jon, 
did he really mean they were already dead corpſes ? 
And when he adds, fin revived and I DigD, did Cal- 
vinian death really paſs upon him? Dead as he was, 
could not he complain like the dry bones, and afk, 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of death ? Again, 
when our Lord ſays to Martha, he that BELIEVETH 
in me, tho" he were DEAD yet ſhall he LiVE, does he not 
intimate that there is a work conſiſtent with the de- 
gree of death of which he ſpeaks ? A believing out of 
death into life? A doing the work of God for life, yea 
for eternal life ? ag FE Es es 8 
(4+) From theſe and the like ſcriptures it is evident 
that there are different degrees of ſpiritual death, 
which you perpetually confound. (i.) Total death, 
or a full departure of the Holy Spirit. This paſs'd 
upon Adam, and all mankind in him, when he loſt 
God's moral image, fell into ſelfiſh nature, and was 
buried in fin, guilt, ſhame, and horror, (2.) Death 
freely viſited with a ſeed of life in our fallen repre- 
1 fentative, and of courſe in all his poſterity, during 
the day of their viſitation. (3.) Death oppreſſing this 
living ſeed, and holding it in unrighteoufneſs, Which 
was the death of the Epheſians and VERO. (4) 
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Death prevailing again over the living ſeed, after 
it had been powerfully quickened, and buried in ſin 
and wickedneſs, This was the death of David du- 
ring his apoſtacy, and is ſtill that of all who once be- 
lieved, but now live in Laodicean eaſe or 'Sardian } 
pleaſure. And (g.) the death of confirmed apoſtates, 
who, by abſolutely quenching the ſpirit of life in wh f 
Jeſus the 2d Adam, are fallen into the miſerable * 
ſtate of nature and total helpleſſneſs in which the 
firſt Adam was, when God preached to him the goſ- 
pel of his quickening grace, Theſe are ſaid by St, | 
Jude to be twice dead; dead by Adam's total apoſtac | 
from God, and dead by their own perſonal and final 
apoſtacy ſrom the light of the worde. 
II. The foundation of the Criſpian Babel is lite- | 
„ rally laid in confuſion. When you have confounded 
1 "WE. | 
[1218 all the degrees of ſpiritual death, we may naturally 
ll | expet to ſee you confound all the degrees of ſpiritual 


11318 | life, which our Lord meant when he ſaid, I am come 
[11183 that they may have life, and that thay may have it more 
| FR abundantly. * All that are quickened, do you ſay, 
* are pardoned and juſtified,” As if a man could not 
on | | be quickened to ſee his fins and reform, before he is 
$S | quickened ſo to believe in Chriſt as to receive the 
EF pardon and juſtification mentioned Col. ii. 1g, and 
| Rom. v. 1. „ 
If you read the ſcriptures without prejudice, you 
will ſee that there are ſeveral degrees of ſpiritual life 
or quictening power. (1.) The living ligt which 
ſhines in the darkneſs of every man, during the day of 
his viſitation. (2.) The life of the returning ſinner, 
E- Whether he has always lived in open {in as the pub- 
| lican, or once walked in the ways of God as David, 
(g.) The life of the heathen, who like Cornelius 
fears God and works righteouſneſs according to his light | 
111188 and is accepted in his diſpenſation. (4.) The life of 
nn: the pious Jew, who like Samuel fears God from his 
BY youth, This degree of life is far ſuperior to the pre- 
| ceding, being cheriſhed by the traditions of the patri- | 
Þ 1 E | _archs, 
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JI nomy. (5.)'T 
Jof John, who is baptized with water unto repentance for 


Ts) 


archs, the books of the old teſtament, the ſacraments, 

prieſts, prophets, temple, ſabbaths, ſacrifices, and 
other means of grace belonging to the Jewiſh œ . 
5.) The life of the feeble Chriſtian or diſciple 


the remiſſion of ſins, and believing in the Lamb of God 
immediately pointed out to him enjoys the bleſſings 
of the primitive Chriſtians before the 45 of Pentecoll. 
And (6.) The till more abundant life, the life of the 
adult or perſe@ Chriſtian, imparted to him when the 
love of God, or power from on high, is plentifully 
ſhed abroad in his believing ſoul, on the day that 
Chriſt baptizes him with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, to 
fanktify ham wholly and feal himunto the day of redemption. 

III. When you have overlooked all the degrees 
of ſpiritual death and life, what wonder is it that you 
ſhould confound all the degrees of acceptance and di- 
vine favor, with which God bleſſes the children of 
men, Permit me honored Sir to bring alſo this arti- 
cle of the Chriſtian faith out of the Calvinian tower 
of Babel, where it has too long been detained, 

(1.) I have already proved, that, in conſequence 
of the love of benevolence and pity, with which 
God loved the world, and through thepropitiation which 
Chriſt made for the fins of the whole world, the free gift 
of an accepted time and a day of ſalvation came upon all 
men. In this ſenſe they are all accepted and ſent to 
work in the vineyard of their reſpettive diſpenſations. 


This degree of acceptance, with the ſeed of light, 


life and power that accompanies it, is certainly pre. 
vious to any work; and in virtue of it infants and 
compleat idiots go to heaven, for of fucks the kingdom 


/ God. As they are not capable of burying or improv- 
ing their talent of inferior acceptance, they are ad- 
mitted with it to an inferior degree of glory. 


(2.) While many abandoned Heathens, and thoſe 


ho follow their abominable ways bury their talent 
to the laſt, ard loſe it together with the degree of 
acceptance, they once enjoyed in or through the Be- 


loved; 
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loved ; fome, by improving it, are accepted in an 


increaſing favor. The love of pity and benevolence | 


"diſpenſation, improving a ſuperior number of talents, } 
are accepted in a ſuperior manner, and as a token of 


greater grace here, and greater glory herealter. 


. Chriſtians who have not yet been baptized with thefl 
Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, are yet more highly ac- 


cepted; for John, and the fouls who live 45 to the 


tain only to the perfection of inferior œconomies. 


and flames with his glory, are accepted in a ſtill} 
higher degree; for our Lord informs us, that great 


pn than he, and as a token of ſuperior acceptance 


order to theſe four laſt degrees of acceptance, none 
enjoys them but in and thro” the Beloved ; for as his] 
blood is the meritorious ſpring of all our pardons, foi 
his Spirit is the inexhauſtible fountain of all our 


to be workers together with God in the great buſineſs o 


dur ſalvation, than for all the other wonders of hi 
unmerited goodneſs and redeeming love. | 


tions, and exceeds the capacity of ſimple Chriſtians; 
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higher manner, and like Cornelius receive tokens of 


which God bore them, is now mixed with ſome love 
of complacence and delight. | | | | 
3.) Faithful Jews, or thoſe who are under their 


it they are made rulers over five cities, they partake of 


(4.) John the Baptiſt and his difciples, I mean, | 


bs 
* 


height of his diſpenſation, are great in the fight andi 
favour of the Lord. They exceed all thoſe who at- : 


(5. But thoſe Chriſtians, who live in the king- N 
dom of God, which was opened to believers on the, 
day of pentecoſt, whoſe heart burns with his love, 
as John himſelf was, the leaft in the kingdom of God is 

e ſhall be made ruler over ten cities: he ſhall enter 


more deeply into the joy and glory of kis Lord, | 
Altho' concurrence with grace given, is neceſſary in 


graces. Nor are we leſs indebted to him for power 


Loet no body ſay that the doctrine of theſe degrees 
of acceptance is founded upon metaphyſical diſtine- 


for a child ten years old underſtands that he may hef 
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accepted to run a race, before he is accepted to re- 
ceive the prize; and that a man may be accepted as 
a day · labourer, and not as a ſervant; be as a ſteward, 
and not as a child, as a friend and not as a ſpouſe. All 
theſe degrees of acceptance are very diſtin, and the 


| confuſion of them evidently belongs to the Calvinian 


Babel. | | . | 
IV. As we have conſidered three of the walls of 
your tower; it will not be amiſs to caſt a look upon 
the fourth, which is the utterly confounding of the 
four degrees that make up a glorified ſaint's eternal 
Juſtification. (1.) That which paſſes upon all infants 
univerſally and is thus deſcribed by St. Paul, As by 


nation; even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift 
came upon ALL men, unto preſent juſtiſication from ori- 
ginal fin, and future juſtification of life upon their re- 
penting, and believing in the light, during the day of 
their viſitation, In conſequence of this degree of jul- 
tifcation we may, without impeaching the veracity 
of God, ſay to every creature, God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten ſon, to reconcile them unto 
himfelf, not imputing to them original fin unto eternal 
death, and blotting out their perſonal tranſgreſh ons 
in the moment they believe with the heart unto Tighte- 
(2.) The juſtification conſequent —_ ſuch believ- 
ing, is thus deſcribed by St. Paul. This bleſling of 
fauh imputed for righteouſneſs ſhall be ours, i we believe 
on him that was rarfed from the dead for our juſtiſica- 
tion, Me have believed in Feſus Chriſt ; that we might be 
JUSTIFIED by the faith of Chriſt and not by the works of 
the lau. Therefore being jus Tir iE D by faith we have 
peace with God thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
(3.) The Juſtification conſequent upon bringing 
forth the fruit of a lively faith in the truths that be- 
long to our diſpenſation; this juſtification is thus 
mentioned by St. James. Rahab the harlot was juſtt- . 
feed by works, — Abraham our father was juſtified by _ 


the offence of one judgment came upon ALL men to condem- 


| 48), 


Ye fee then how by works a man is juſtified and not by. 
Faith only. 5 3 a TX ; r 
And 4.) final Juſtification thus aſſerted by our Lord 
and St. Paul. In the day of judgment by thy words fhalt 
| thou bejuftified, and by thy words fhalt thou be condemn- 
ed, Circumciſion and uncircumciſion avail nothing, but 
the keeping of the commandments, for the doers of the law 
All theſe degrees of juſtification are equally merited 
by Chriſt, We do nothing in order to the firſt, be- 
cauſe it finds us in a ſtate of total death. Towards 
the ſecond we believe by the power freely given us in 
the firſt, and by the additional help of Chriſt's word 
and the Spirit's agency. We work by faith in order to 
the third. And we continue believing in Chriſt and 
working together with God, as we have opportunity, 
in order to the fourth. _ ; 
The preaching diſtinctly theſe four degrees of a 
_ glorified ſaint's eternal juſtification is attended with 
peculiar advantages. The firſt juſtification engages 
the ſinner's attention, encourages his hope, and 


. draws his heart by love,—The fecond wounds the 
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ſelf-righteous Phariſee, who works without believ- 
ing, while it bindsup the heart of the returning pub- 
lican, who has no — but God be merciful to me a fin- 
ner. The third detects the hypocriſy and blaſts the 
vain hopes of all Antinomians, who inſtead of ſhow- 
ing their faith by their works, deny in works the Lord 

hay + FCC that 


I Theſe four degrees ofaglorified ſaint's eternal juſtification are 

mentioned inthe preceding Checks, tho? not ſo diſtinctiy as they are 
here. If treating of our preſent juſtification by faith, and of juſti- 

. fication by works in the ; of judgment, I have called them our 
e firſt and ſecond juſtification,” it was not to exclude the other 
two, but to attack gradually reigning prejudice, and accommodate 

myſelf to the language of my honoured opponent, who called 
| Juſtification in the day of fo ang on ſecond 1 I ſhould have 
t; but I was ſo intent in demonſtrating the 

thing, thateI did not think then of contending for the moſt proper 

name. Nor did I ſee then of what importance it is, to drag the 


mionſter error out of the den of confuſion in which he hides himſelf. _ 


— 
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"that bought them, and put him to an open ſhame, And : 


while the fourth makes even a Felix tremble, it cauſes 

believers to pals the time of their ſojourning here in 

humble fear and chearful watchfulneſs. : F 
Tho! all theſe degrees of juſtification meet in glo- 


rified ſaints, we offer violence to ſcripture if we 
think with Dr. Criſp thatithey are inſeparable. For 
all the wicked who quench the convincing Sprrit, and 
are finally given wp to a reprobate mind, fall from the 


firſt, as well as Pharaoh, All who receive the feed 
among thorns, all who do not forgive their {ellow ſer- 


vants, all who 6-grn in the ſpirit and end in the He,, 


and all who draw back and become fons or daughters 
of perdition, by falling from the third, loſe the lecond, 
as Hymeneus, Philetus, and Demas. And none 
partake of the fourth but thoſe who bear fruit unto 
perſection according to one or another of the divine 
diſpenſations; ſome producing thirty-fold like Hee- 
thens, ſome ſaæty Fold ike Jews, ana me an /undred 
fold like Chriſtians, 5 8 
From the Whole it appears that z'tho' we can ab- 
ſolutely do nothing towards our firſt juſtification. vt 
to lay that neither faith nor wozk> are required. in 
order tothe other three, is one of the holaeſt, moſt 
unicriptural, and moſt dangerous aflertions in the 
world; which ets alide the beſt half of the icrip- 
bures, and lets grols Antinomianiſm come in full 
tide upon the church, | | 
Having thus taken a view of tlie conf hon in 
which Calvin and Criſp have laid the foundation of 
their ſchemes, I return to the arguments b w. .ch 
you ſupport their milt.kes. 


I. + If you ſuppoſe, do you lay, that here are my 
conditional works before juſtification, theſe works 
« muſt either be the works ol one ois in a ate 
& of nature, or in a ſtate of grace, either conutinn- 
ed by the law or abloived by the goſpel,” | 

A new lophilm this! No works are previe.s to 
juſtification fiom original hn, and to the quicktung 
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light which enlightens every man that comes into the world, 


And the works that a penitent does in order to the 
ſubſequent juſtifications, ſuch as ceaſing to do evil, 
learning to do well, repenting, believing, and per- 
ſevering in obedient faith, are all done in a ſtate of 


initial, progreſſive, or perfected grace; not under 
the Adamic law which did not admit of repentance, 
but under the goſpel of Chriſt which ſays, Let the 
wicked forſake his way, and the unrighleous man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord who will _ 
avundantly pardon his fins, cleanſe ham from all unrigh- | 
t:ouſneſs, and even fill him with the fulnefs of God. 
II. You proceed: if a man ina ſtate of nature does 
wo works in order to juſtification, they cannot pleaſe 
[2 « God, becauſe he is in a ſtate of utter enmity againſt 
110/188 him.“ What Sir, do you think, that a man © in 
11177208 a ſtate of utter enmity againſt God” will do any thing 
ht in order to recover his favour? When Adam was in 
that ſtate, did he fo much as once aſk pardon? It 
1 he had, would he not have evidenced adefire of re- 
1 conciliation, and conſequently a degree of apoſtacy 
ſhort of what you call utter enmity? —. © 
3 III. You quote ſcripture: He that does ſome- 
| thing in order to p;uſtification cannot pleaſe God, br- 
_ cauſe he is altenated ſ rm the life of God, thro' the ignorance 
that is in him, becauſe of the blindneſs of kts heart.” An 
unhappy quotation this: for the apoſtle did not 
peak theſe words of thoſe honeſt Heathens, who, in 
obeclience to the light of the world, did ſomething in | 
order to juſtification; but of thoſe abandoned Pagans, {! 
who, as he obſerves in the next verle, being paſt feel- |! 
ing, had given theniſelr et over unto laſcit iouſneſt, to work 
all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, Thus to prove that men 
have nct a talent of power to work the works of God, 
you produce men who have buried it, that they 
might work all uncleanneſs without control, yea, with 
Ereedineſs. | : 3 e 
You would have avoided this miſtake, if you had 
conlide red that the Heathens mentioned there by . 
N | Paul, 
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David in Uriah's be 
| bitterneſs of death was paſt. (2.) They were without 
Chriſt, juſt as a man who has buried his talent is with- 
out it. But as he may dig it up, and uſe it, if he ſees 


n 


Paul, were of the ſtamp of thoſe whom he deſcribes, 


Rom. 1. and whom he repreſents as givex uh by God. 
to a reprobate mind, nr.CAuUse when they knew God, they 


glorified him not as God, and did not like to retain him in 


their knowledge. Here we may obſerve (1.) that thoſe 
reprobate Heathens had once ſome knowledge of God, 
and of courſe ſome life; for this ts eternal LITE to 
K No God. (2.) That if they were given up, BE- 
CAUSE they did not uſe that talent of divine knowledye, 


it was not becauſe they were eternally and uncondi- 
_ tionally reprobated; whence I beg leave to con- 


clude, that if eternal unconditional reprobation is a 
mere chimera, ſo is likewiſe eternal unconditional 


dc̃lection. 


You might have objected with much more plauſi- 


| bility, that when the Epheſians were in the fleſh they were 


without hope, without Chriſt, and without God in the 
world : And if you had, I would have replied that 
theſe words cannot be taken in their full latitude, for 


the following reaſons, which appear to me unan- 
Fwerable. (1.) The Ephelians before their convere | 


hon were not totally without hope, but without coop. 
hope. They pry had as preſumptuous a hope as 
, or Agag when he thought the 


his folly in time; fo could, and fo did the Epheſians, 
(g.) If they were in every ſenſe without Clnjft, what 
omes of the doctrine maintained in your fourth 


letter, that they © were for ever and ſor ever com- 


pleat in Chrift ?” (4.) They were not entirely without 
Cod; for in him they lived. moved, and had their being; 
nor were they without him as abſolute reprobates, for 
they knew the day of their viſitation before it was over. 
It remains then that they were without God, as the 


prodigal fon was without his father, when he fed 
wine in the far country; and that they could and did 
return to their heavenly Father as well as he. - 


. 
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IV. You go on: „He who does fomething in 
order to juſtification, not being grafted in Chriſt | 
the true vine, cannot bring forth any good fruit; 
che can do nothing at all.” I beg, Sir, you would 
produce one man, he has not ſinned the fin unto death, 
_ that can abſolutely do nothing, that cannot ceaſe from 
one fin, and take up the practice of one duty. You 
will as ſoon find a faint in hell as fuch a man upon 
earth, Even thoſe who in their voluntary humility ſay. 
, - perpetually, that © they can do nothing,” refute their 
own doQrine by their very confeſſions; for he who 
confeſſes his helpleſſneſs, undoubtedly does ſome- 
thing, unleſs by fome new rule in logie it can be de- 
monſtrated, that confeſſing our impotence, and com- 
plaining of our miſery, is“ doing nothing.“ 
M hen our Lord ſays, Without me ye · can do nothing. 
does he ſay that we are totally without him? When 
he declares that ne man cometh unto him unleſs the Fa- 
ther draw him, des he infinuate that the Father does 
not draw all? or that he draws all wrefiſtialy ? or that 
_ thoſe who are drawn at one time may not draw back at 
ay other? Is it right to preſs ſcripture into the ſer- 
vice of a ſyſtem, by {training its meaning fo far be- 
yond the import of the word? EN 
Again, though a man may not be prafted in 
_ Chriſt” according to the Jewiſh or Chriſtian diſpen- 
ation; may he not partake of his quickening ſap, ac- 
cording to the more general diſpenſation of that ſaving 
Frace which has GEE to all men? May not the. 
branches in which that ſaving grace appears, have ſome 
connexion with Chriſt the heavenly vine, and brin 
forth fruit meet for repentance, as well as Job Fe, 
his friends, Melchiſedec, Plato, the wiſe men, Cor- 
_nelivs, ſome of his Soldiers, and many more who 
brought forth fruits according to their Apes en ? 
Does not the firſt general juſtification ſo graft all men 
in him, that if they bear not fruit during their ac- 
 repted time, they are juſtly taken away, caſt forth, and 
_ burned as barren branches ? ESE i Oe 
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V. Your knowledge of the ſcripture made you fore- 
ſee this anſwer, and to obviate it you ſay: if you 
te tell me that I miſtake, that although we muſt ceaſe : 


„from evil, repent, &c. yet you are far from ſup- _ 


es poſing we can perform theſe things in our own na- 
t tural ſtrength. I aſk then, in whoſe ſtrength are 
** they performed? You ſay, in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
and by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
© theſe ſcriptures, I can do all things through Chrijt 
 & Arengthening me, being ſtrengthened with might in the 
% inner man.“ JC 8 
Permit me to tell you, honored Sir, that I do not 
admire your quoting ſcripture for me. You take care 
to = out of ſight the paſſages I have quoted, and 
to produce thoſe which are foreign to the queſtion. 
To ſhew that even a {inful Heathen may work for, 
as well as from life, I could never be fo deſtitute of - 
common ſenſe as to urge the experience of St. Paul, 
a father in Chriſt: and that of the Epheſians, who 
were Chriſtians ſealed unto the day of redemption. 
I 0o do juſtice to free grace, inſtead of the above- 
mentioned improper ſcriptures, you ſhould have pro- 
ducedthoſe which I havequotedin the vindication— 
Chriſt is the light of the world, which enltghtens every man 
that cometh into the world - am come that they mught 
have life— Ye will not come unto me that ye might have life. 
The grace of God which brangeth ſalvation hath appeared 
unto all men. God's ſpirit ſtrives with man, even with. 
thoſe who periſh. He commands all men every where to 
repent 5; nor does he deſire to reap where he has not 
OWN „ 1 
| 1 VI. Such ſcripture as theſe would have been to 
the purpoſe; but I excuſe your producing others; for 
if theſe had appeared, you would have raiſed more 
_ duſt in fix lines, than you could have laid in ſixty 
pages; and every attentive reader would have de- 
_ tected the fallacy of your grand argument: as ſoon 
may we expect living actions from a dead corple ; 


; oY light out of darkneſs; fight out of blindneſs; love. 
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«out of enmity ; wiſdom out of ignorance; fruit ouł 


© of barrenneſs, &c. &c. &c. as look for any one 


good work or thought from a ſoul who is not” in 


ſome degree) © quickened by the Holy Ghoſt, and 

© who has not yet found favor with God:“ fo far at 
| leaſt as to be bleſſed with a day of ſalvation, and to be 
| a partaker of the free gift which is come upon all men. 


But, I pray, who is guilty of theſe abſurdities? 


Who expects living actions from a dead corpſe, &c. 


&c.? Youor we? You who believe that the greateſt 
art of mankind are left as graceleſs as devils, as help- 
s as corpſes; and yet gravely go and-preach to them 


repentance and faith, threatening them with an ag- 


gravated damnation if they do not turn? Or we who 


| believe that Chrijt by the grace of God taſted death for 


every man; and that his ſaving, quickening grace hath 


= peared unto all men ? Who puts fooliſh ſpeeches in 
the mouth of the only wile 0. 


5 zod ? You, who make 
him expoſtulate with fouls as dead as corpſes, and ſay 
ye will not come unto me that ye might have life? Or we, 


who aſſert upon the teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, 
that God, by working in us both to will and to do, puts 
is again in a Capacity of working out our ſalvation with 


fear and trembling? Will not our impartial readers ſee 
that the abſurdity which you try to fix upon us, falls 


at your own door; and, if your doctrine is true, at 
the door of the ſanctuary itſelf? ie ON. 
VII. You purſue: © it is moſt clear that every foul 


% who works in the: ſtrength of Chriſt, and by the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, is already a. pardoned 


and juſtified ſoul; he already has everlaſting life.“ 
Hlere is ſome truth and ſome error; let us endeavour 
10 ſeparate them. Every ſoul: who works in the 
ſtrength of Chriſt's preventing grace, and by his 


Spirit convincing the world of fin, is undoubtedly inter- 


eſted in the firſt degree of juſtification: he is juſti- 
fied from the guilt of original fin, and when he be- 
lieves, from the guilt of his own actual fins; but it is 


ablurd to ſuppote he is juſtified in. the day of judg- 


ment,, 


r 


ment, when that day is not yet come. He hath a ſeed 


of life, or elſe he could not work; but it is a doubt 


if this ſeed will take root; and in caſe it does, the 
heavenly plant of righteouſneſs may be choaked by the 
cares of the world, the deceutfulneſs of riches, or the deſire 
of other things, and by that means become unfruitſul. 


As many barbarous mothers deſtroy the fruit of 


their womb, either before or aſter it comes to the 
birth; ſo many obſtinate ſinners obſtruct the growth 
of the {piritual fred that bruiſes the ferpent's head ; and 


many flagrant apo ſtates, in whoſe heart Chrift was once 


formed, crucify him afreſh, and quench the ſpirit of his 
grace. Hence the many miſcarriages and apoſtacies, 
| Lin which Eliſha Coles is obliged to account thus. 
There are © monſters in ſpirituals, in whom there is 
& ſomething begutten in their wills, by the common 
& {trivings and enlighteningsof the Spirit, which at- 
«tains to a kind of formal:ty, but proves in the end a 


« lump of dead fle.“ Surely that great Calvinian 


divine was brought to a ſtrait when he thus fathered. 
formality and dead fleſh upon the Holy Ghoſt. _ 
VIII. I follow you: © therefore all talk of work- 


. & ing for life, and in order to find favor with God, is 


not leſs abſurd, than if you were to ſuppoſe, that a 
& man could at the ſame moment he both condemned 


„and abſolved.” What, Sir! may not a man bejuſtly 


condemned, and yet graciouſly reprieved? Nay, may 
not the judge give him an opportunity to make the 


beſt of his reprieve, in order to gat a full pardon and 


a place at courtꝰ At Geneva we think that the abſur- 


dity does not conſiſt in aſſerting, but in denying it.— 
Awake andaſlcep.“ What, Sir, is it an abſurdity to 


think that a man may be in the ſame moment awake 
in one reſpect, and aſleep in another? Does not St. 


. Paul ſay, let us awake out of ſleep? But this is not all, 
even in Geneva people can be drowyy, that is, half 
= awake and half allcep,—* Dead and alive.“ I hope 


you will not fix the charge of abſurdity upon Chriſt, 


for ſaying that a certain man was left HALY e | 
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ef courſe half alive; and for exhorting the people of 
Sardis who were dead, to ſtrengthen the thing that re- 
mained and were ready to die: nor yet upon St. Paul, for 
faying that the dead body of Abraham begat Iſaac, and 
for ſpeaking of a woman who was dead while fhe lived. 
IX. Yougoon and ſay, that“ it is as abſurd totalk 
© of working for life, as to affert that we can be at the 
© ſame time loved and hated of God.” But you for- 
get, Sir, that there are a thouſand degrees of love and 
hatred ; and that, in the ſcripture language, loving lefs 
is called hating : Jacob have I loved, and Efau have I 
hated, Except a man hate lus father, Sc. he cannot be 
my diſciple. Vea, and we can without abſurdity ſay, 
that we love the ſame perſon in one refpett, and hate 
her in another. I 1 a woman as a neighbour, 
and yet loath her if I conſider her in the capacity of a 
wife. And what abſurdity is there in aſſerting, that 
while the day of grace laſts, God loves, and yet hates 
an impenitent finner? He loves him as his redeemed 
creature, yet hates him as his rebellious creature: or, 
in other terms, he loves him with a love of benevo- 
lence; but has no more love of complacence for him, 
than for the devil himſelf. 8080 „55 

EX. You proceed: «© to talk of working for life is 
* not leſs abſurd, than if you were to ſuppoſe, that a 
man can be at the ſame moment one with Chriſt by 
his Spirit dwelling in the heart, and yet not have 
i redemption, peace, and reconcihation by the blood 
* of his croſs.” Here is, if I miſtake not, the lan- 
guage of Babel. 5 . 

1. You confound the various degrees of redemption. 
Are not thoufands of ſouls redeemed by the blood of 
Chriſt's croſs, who are not yet redeemed by the power 
of his Spirit? May notevery rebellious finner out of 
| Hell fay, God xEDEEmETH my life from deſtruction? Is 
it not a degree of redemption to be kept out of hell, 
enjoying the good things of this life, and called to ſe- 
eure the bleſſings of the next? Did not Cain, Eſau, 
Pharaoh, Saul, and Judas, the five great reprobates, 


_ 4 
7 
£ 

k x 


| 
: | 
! 


(or) 


as ſome account them, enjoy this degree of redemp : 


tion for many years? Have not believers an higher 


degree of DEM IIOx, even the forgiveneſs of their 
fins? And do not they wait for the higheſt degree of 


it, even the ne DEMPTION of their body, when the 

trump of God will found, and wake the dead? Rom. 

vin. a9. „ e £8 
2. As you confound all the degrees of redemption, 


ſo you do all the degrees of the mamfeſtation of the 
Spirit. He viſits all, ſo as to ſtrive with ard reproue 
them as he did mankind. in the days of Noah: but 
| this is no mark that their peace is made, and a firm 
{ reconciliation brought about; witneſs the deluge,. 
which God ſent upon thoſe with whom his Spirit 
had particularly ftriven 120 years in the days of: 

Noah.—Again ſome have the ſhrit of bondage unto 

fear; but this, far ſrom being a ſign that they have 


full reconciliation, is a divine conſciouſneſs that they 
have it not. And others have had the ſpirit of adop- 
tion, and after. having begun. in him ſo grieve or 


quench him as to end in the fieſh, But in the Cal- 
vinian Babel theſe ſcriptural. experimental, diſtinc- 
tions are exploded as metaphylical, if not dxeadfully: 


heretical. _ 


XI. You proceed: * you will not affert that a foul 


% who is quickened together with Chriſt, and in 
„whom the ſpirit. of Jeſus dwells by his-gracious- 


influences can be in a ſtate of enmity with God.” 


Still the fame confounding of things which ſhould 


be carefully diſtinguiſhed ! May not a ſinner © be. 


quickened'“ by the ſeed of life, and yet hold it in · 


unrigiteouſneſs ? May not a baſkflider cructfy Chriſt | 
| afreſh in “ the gracious influences of his ſpirit * 
And are not ſuch perſons © in a ſtate of enmity. 


with God ?? But if by a ſoul quickened together 


= © with Chriſtandin whomtheſptritof Jeſus dwells,” 

| you mean a believer compleatly baptized with the 
Hoh Ghoſt and with fire, in whom he that once vi- 
lited as a monitor now fully reſides as a comforter x 


you 
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 waſhingof a 
from the guilt of original ſin, fo far as to remit the 
eternal puniſhment of it. But you are dreadfully 


you are light, the enmity ceaſes. the carnal mind and 
od 


body of fin are deſtroyed, and God is all in all to that 

guſt man made perfect in love. LETT pe 
XII. You add: If a man is not ina ſtate of en- 

mity, then he muſt be in a ſtate of pardon and re- 


_ * conciliation,” What, Sir! Is there no medium. 
between theſe extremes? There is, as ſurely as the 
morning dawn intervenes between midnight and- 


noon day. If the king ſays to ſome rebels, Lay 


down your arms, ſurrender, kiſs my fon, and you: 


hall be pardoned;” the reconciliation on the king's 
part isundouhtedly begun. So far was God in CHriſt 
reconceling the world unto himſelf. But can it be ſaid 
that the reconciliation is begun on the part of the re- 


bels, who have not yet laid down any of their arms? 


Does not the reconciliation gradually take place as 
they gradually comply withthe king's terms? Ifthey 


are long in coming to kiſs the king's ſon, is not their 
full reconciliation ſuſpended till they have fulfilled 


that laſt of the king's terms? And tho' the king made 
the overtares of the reconciliation, is there the leaſt. 


_ abfardity in ſaying that they ſurrender, and kiſs the: 
ſon, in order to find reconciliation? Nay is it either 


ſenſe or truth to aſſert, that they are abſolutely to do 
nothing towards it ? 

XIII. What you ſay about the igth article of our 

church is anſwered beforehand, Vind. page 38.— 


But what follows deſerves ſome notice. When- 
* ever God puts forth his quickning power upon 


& a ſoul, it is in conſequence, of his having already: 


taken that ſoul in covenant with himſelf, and. | 


. having waſhed it white in the blood of the Lamb 


lain.“ This is very true, if you ſpeak of the co- 


penant of grace, which God made with our firſt pa- 
rent and vepreſentative after the fall; and- of the 
11 mankind white in the blood of the Lamb 


miſtaken, if you underſtand it of the three ſubſe- 
RE 15 ES 7 COL quent 
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quent degrees of juſtiſication and ſalvation which do 
not take place but as we work them out with * and 


trembling, as God works in us both to will ahd to do of 
his ,,ood pleaſure. . Fa et if os 
XIV. In the next page you afk ſome ſcriptural 
hens which I ſhaft ſcripturally anſwer. © What 
did the expiring thief do? Some hours before he 
died he obeyed this precept, Today zf you will / ear his 
voice harden not your heart; he confeſſed his fin, and 
believed in Jeſus,——* What did Mary Magdalen 
do?” She forſook her lovers and followed Jeſus into 
Simon's houſe.“ What Lydia?“ She worsHIPPED 
Gov, and reforted where prayer was wont to be made. — 
What the Philippian jailor?“ He ceaſed from at- 
tempting ſelf-murder, and fallin at the 1 8 feet, 
enquired what he muſt do lo be ſaved, ——** What the 
ſerpent-bittten Iſraelites ?” They looked at the brazen 
ſerpent. “ What Paul himſelf ?” For this cauſe 1 
_ obtained mercy, ſays he, becauſe I did it ignoraniiy in 
_ wnbelief, 1 Tim. i. 13. But this was not all, for, he 
continued praying three days and three nights; and when 
Ananias came to him, he tarr:ed no longer, but 
aroſe and waſhed away his fins, calling on the name of the 
Lord.“ What did the Corinthians do ?” They 
Heard and believed, Act. viii. 8.- «© And what the 
Epheſians?” They t-ufted in Carijt after that they heard 
the word of tritth, Eph. i. 19. 5 3 
XV. In the next paragraph (page 6, line 28.) 
you gravely propoſe the very objection which LI 
have anſwered, Vind. page 58, without taking the 
leaſt notice of my anſwer. And in the next page 
you advance one of Dr. Crip's paradoxes, © Wher- 
ever God puts forth his power upon 2 foul (and he does ſo 
whenever he viſüs it with even a touch of prevent- 
ing grace) pardon and reconciliation are dtready obtained 
by lich an one He ſhall never come into condemnation. 
| Young penitents, beware! If you admit this te- 
j net, you will probably {tay in the far country, vainly | 
FF Ffancying you arc in your Father's haufe, becauſe . 
| Se BC was 5 OG 
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you have felt a defire to be there. Upon this ſcheme 

of doAring, Lot's wife might have ſet down at the 

gate of Sodom, concluding that becauſe the angels 


had taken her by the hand, ſhe was already in Zoar, 
A dangerous delufion this, againft which our Lord 
himſelf cautions us by crying aloud, REMEMBER 
Lor's wir E. 2 4 | | 


| I would take the liberty to expoſtulate with you, 


| honored Sir, about this paradox, if I had not ſome 


hope, that it is rather owing to the printer's miſtake 
than your own. If you wrote in your manuſcript, 
pardon is already obtained ror, not ry, ſuch an one, 


we are agreed; for © Chriſt made upon the croſs a 


fufficient ſacrifice and ſatis faction for the fins of the 


Whole world.” But what he procured ror us is not 


obtained B; V us, till the Holy Ghoſt makes the appli- 


cation by faith. If T had a mind, ſaid the Rev. Mr. 
Whitefieltl, to hinder the progreſs of the goſpel, | 
and to eſtabliſh the kingdom of datknels, I would go 
about telling people, they might have the Spirit of 
God and yet not feel it ;” or, which is much the ſame, 
that the pardon which Chriſt procured for them, is 


already obtained by them, whether they enjoy a ſenſe 


of it or not. 


XVI. In the next paragraph, page 7, (who could 
believe it!) you come fully into Mr, W.'s doarine 
of doing ſomething, in order to obtain juſtihca- 
tion.” You was reminded (V ind. page 48. chat St. 


„ Paul and Mr. W. generally mean by juſtification, 
that wonderful tranſaction ef the Spirit of God in 


« a returning prodigal's conſcience, by which the 
« forgiveneſs of his fins is proclaimed to him thro? 


« the blood of ſprinkling.” Nevertheleſs, ſpeaking 


of the ſenſe of pardon, and the teſtifying of it to a fin- 


ner's conference, you grant that this knowled 2 of our in- 


tereft in Chriſt, (this experienced juſtification) is cer- 


tainly to be fought in the uſe of all appointed mans; we are 
to feek that we may find, to aſk that we may have, to knock 
that ut might be opened unto us. Tn this fenfe, (the very 


18 ſenſe 
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ſenſe we generally fix to the word jultikestion) all the 
texts you hat brought to prove that man is to do ſomething 
in order to obtain juſtification and to find favour with God, 


admit of an BASY SOLUTION.” Ihat is in plain Eng- | 


liſh, eaſily demonſtrate the truth of Mr. W's propo- 
ſition, which has been ſo loudly exclaimed inf 
as dreadfully heretical. 


O prejudice, thou miſchievous brother of diſcord, 
why didſt thou caſt thy black vail in June, and the 


following months, over the zAsy SOLUTION Which 


has been found out in December? And what a pity 
is it, dear Sir, you did not ſee this ſolution before you 


had attempted to expoſe our grey-headed Eliſha, by 


the publication of that weak and trifling dialogue 
with the popiſh friar at Paris! 

XVII. The next page, the 8th, is already anſ\wer- 
ed, Vind. page 59, &c. and the gth page is an{wer- 
ed in the ſecond check, page 22, in the note upon 
the Verſifier's performance. 

Page 10. Aſter ſhewing that you td the 
atonement with the application of it, the work of 
Chriſt with that of the Holy Ghoſt, you produce 
one of my arguments, (the firſt you have attempted 
to refute,) to prove that we mult do ſomething in 


order to juſtification + Thad aſſerted that we muſt be- 


lieve, faith being previous to juſtification. You lay, 


I deny the aſſertion. Do you indeed, honored Sir! 


Upon what ground? * The Holy Ghoſt teaches, lay 
you, that all who believe ARE uh, Fed.“ And Joey: this 
prove the point ? The king favs „ * 
to my Son, and thou ſhalt not be ſhot. Wow toth 

Prince, adds an officer; all who bow to him art 


hardened. Muſt the ſoldier conclude from the words 


'ARF bardoned, that the pardon is Prev! ious to the bow? 
Again, You are ſick, and your phyiician ſays, Take 
this medicine : all ho take it ARE cured, Very well, 
anſwers your nude, you need not then df! r-fo and 
perplix my Maſter, by making him take your reme- 
dy. T he taking of i it Cannot Pollibly be Prev 10uS to 
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Now we have ſeen upon what 
you maintain, that believing cannot be previous 
__ to juſtification, permit me, honored Sir, to quote 
ſome of the many ſcriptures which induce us to be- 
lieve juſt the reveiſe. BRLIEVE in the Lord Jeſus | 


"uy 


| his recovery, for you ſay, all who take it ax cured, 


This is juſt ſuch another argument as that of my ho- 
nored friend. O Sir, hew tottering is that ſyſtem, 
which even ſuch a writer as yourſelf cannot prop up, 
without putting ſo forced a conſtruction upon the 
apoſtle's words, All that believe ARE Fs Xn k 


criptu ral ground 


2 and thou ſhalt be ſaved — that is, in the loweſt 
ſenſe of the word, thou fha't be juſti fed; for God juſti- 
fies the ungodly that BELIEVE in Jeſus, — We have BE- 
LIEVED in Fefus Chrift, that we might be juſtify'd by the 

FAITH of Chriſt — Whom he hath.fet forth to be a tou | 


ation, thro raitH in his blood, for the remiſſion of fins 


that are paſt. —— As Mofes lifted up the ſerpent, even fo 
muſt the Son of man be lifted up, that whoſoever BE- 
LIEVETH in him fhould not perijh, ſhould be pardoned, 


py & c. Faith ſhall be imputed to us for righteouſneſs, if 


we BELIEVE on him who raiſed up Jeſus. = Being there- 
fore juſtified by rairh we have peace with Cod. 
Mithout FA1TH tt ic impoſſible to pleaſe God, He that BE- 
LIEVETH NOT, far from being juſtified, as is inſinu- 
ated, ſhall be damned, the wrath of God abideth on him, 
he 1s CONDEMNED ALREADY, John iii. 18. Light can- 
not be more oppokte to darkneſs, than this doctrine 


of Chriſt to that which my honored friend thinks 


it his duty to patronize. Wes POET 
XVIH. When you have endeavoured to defend 
vour ſentiment from ſcripture, you attempt to do it 
ſrom reaſon, Faith, ſay you, can no more ſubſiſt with 
out ts object. than there can be a marriage without aun 
huſband. This is as proper an argument as you could 
advance, had you intended to diſprove the doctrine 
you feem ſtudious to defend, for it is evident that a 
woman mult be married, before ſhe can have an hul- 
band. So lare then as marriage is previous to hav- 


( 6g ) 


ing an huſband, faith is previous to receiving Chriſt : 
for we receive him by faith. John i. 12. 
However, from this extraordinary argument, you 
conclude that the doctrine of believing b fore juſtiſcation is 
not leſs contrary to reaſon than it is FO but I 
flatter myſelf that my judicious readers will draw a 
concluſion diametrically oppoſite. 
XIX. A quotation from St. Auguſtin appears next, 
and ſecures the ruin of your ſcheme. For if faith is 
compared to a lantern, and Chriſt to the light in the 
lantern, common ſenſe tells us, we muſt have the lan- 


tern before we can receive the candle which is to give 


us light. Or, in other words, we muſt have faith be- 
Fore we can receive Chriſt; for you very juſtly ob- 


ſerve, that faith receiveth Chrift who is the true light. 


XV. St. Auguſtin's lantern makes way for the 
_ witticiſm with which you conclude your ſecond 2 
tle. No letters ſays my honored friend, were ſent 
* thro” the various provinces againſt old Mordecat 
for ſuppoling that the woman, Luke 15, lights a 
e candle, &c. in order to find her loſt piece; but 
e becauſe he inſiſts upon it, that the piece lights the 
© candle, ſweeps the houle, and ſearches deligently 
“ in order to find the woman.” Permit me to alk 
dear Sir, whether your wit here has not for a mo- 
ment got the ſtart of your judgment? I introduced 
the woman ſeeking the piece ſhe had loſt, merely to ſhew 
that it is neither an hereſy, nor an abſurdity to 
„ ſeek ſomething in order to find it;“ and that in- 
ſtance proved my point full as well, as if I had fixed 
upon Saul ſeeking his father's aſſes, or Jacob ſeeking us 
Brethren in Dothan. „%% ĩ oe . 
If it is as great an abſurdity to ſay, that ſinners are 
to ſeek the Lord, as it is to ſay that a piece ſeeks the 
woman that has loſt it; let me tell you, dear Sir, 
that Mr. W. has the good fortune to be countenanc- 


ed in his ſolly, firſt by yourſelf, ho tell us, page 7, 


| that the knowledge of Chriſt and our intereſt in him 
is certainly to be ſought in the uſe of all the appointed _ 
VU "T2. > on 
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and ſecondly by Ifatah, who ſays feek ye the Lord 
whale he may be found: by St. Paul, who tells the 


Athenians that all nations of men are to feek the Lord : 


and by Chriſt himſelf who ſays, they that ſeek me early 
Mall find me—feek that you may find, Ec, 
I leave you to judge, honored Sir, whether it 
was worth your while to impeach Mr. W's good 
 _fenſe not only by refleQing upon your own, but by in- 
evitably involving Iſaiah, St. Paul, and our Lord 
__ himſelf in the ridicule caſt upon my vindicated 
friend! For the ſame ſinner, who is repreſented by 
the loft piece, is a few verſes before repreſented by 
the loft fon + and you know Jeſus Chriſt tells us that 
he came from ſar to ſeek his father's pardon and 
_ aſſiſtance. You begin your t | 5 


THIRD LETTER 


sy ſaying, how God may deal with the Heathen 
world, is not for us to pry into.” But we may be- 
lieve what God has revealed. If the Holy Ghoſt. 
_ declares, that in every nation he that feareth God, and 
worketh righteouſneſs ts accepted of him, we may credit 
What he ſays, without “ being wiſe above what is 


written.“ 


If you cannot ſet aſide that apoſtolic part of the 
minutes, you try however to prels it into the ſervice 
of your doctrine. “ There is, ſay you, a material 
difference between ſaying He that fear:th God and 


worketh righteouſneſs 18 accepted, and SHALL BE ac- 
cepted,” and becauſe the verb is in the preſent 


tenſe” you conclude, there is no need of fearing God 
or en grighteouſneſs, in order to find acceptance. 
This is exactly ſuch another argument as that which 
I juſt now refuted, 5 we need not believe in order 
to be juſtified, becauſe it is ſaid. all that believe ARE 
Juſtified, and not SHALL BE juſtiſied. You can no 


more prove. by the one, that Cornelius provokin 
God and working unrighteouſneſs, was accepted ol 


him; than by the other that unbelievers ARE juſti- 


fd, becaule it is ſaid that believers are lo, 
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A fimilar inſtance may convince you of it. 4 
run, ſays St. Paul, but one recetveth the prize, I who" 
am a ſtranger to refinements, immediately conclude _ 
from thoſe words, that running is previous to the re- 
ceiving of the prize, and in order to it. No, ſays a 
friend, there is a material difference between ſaying, 
one RECEIVETH the prize, and one SHALL RECEIVE 
the prize. The verb is in the preſent tenſe, and therefore 
the plain ſenſe of the paſſage is (not that by running he 
does any thing to receive the prize, but) that he who runs 
15 poſſeſſed o the "ra! and proves himſelf to be fo. 
Candid reader, if ſuch an argument proſelytes thee 
to Dr, Criſp's doctrine, I ſhall ſuſpect there is no 
ſmall difference between Engliſh and Suiſſe reaſon, 

However to make up the weight of your argu- 
ment you add, Cornelius was a choſen veſſel.” 
True, for God hath choſen to himſelf the man that is 
GODLY ; and ſuch was Cornelius; a devout man, ſays _ 
St. Luke, and one that feared God with all his houſe. 
But if my honored opponent ſpeaks of an election, 
which drags after it the horrors of abſolute reproba- 
tion, and hangs the mill-ſtone of unavoidable damna- 
tion about the neck of millions of our fellow-crea- 
tures, I muſt call for prof, b | 

Till it comes, I follow you in your obſervations 
upon the merit or rewankablenels of good works. 
Moſt of them are anſwered Vind. page 74, &c.and 
2d check page 43. The reſt I anſwer thus. 1 

{1.) If you do not believe Mr, Henry when he 
aſſares us David ſpeaks or HIusELr, the Lord re- 
warded me according to my righiteouſneſs, Sc. PI. 18, 
believe at leaſt the ſacred hiſtorian, who confirms 
my aſſertion, 2 Sam. 22. and conſider the very title 
of the Pſalm, David ſpake unto the Lord the words of- 
this ſong, in the day that the Lord delivered him from the 
hand of his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 5 

(2.) But © when David ſpeaks in his own perſon, 
his language is very different.“ Enter not into judg-- 
ment with thy ſervant, ſays he, for in thy fight ſhall no- 
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man living be juſtified. The plalmiſt does not here 


contradic 
good works, Pſ. 18. He only appeals from che lato 
of innocence to the law of grace, and only diſclaims all 
merit in point of juſtification and ſalvation, a thing 
. which Mr. W. takes care to-do when he ſays, even 
in the minutes, not by the merit of works,” but 
| by © believing in Chriſt,” )“ 
[443 .) My honored correſpondent aſks next, © where 
is the man who has the witneſs of having done what 


God commanded? I anſwer, every one has who 


walls in the light as God is in the light, and can ſay 


with St. John, beloved, if our heart condemn us not, 


ten have we confidence towards God; and whatfoever we 
aſk we receive of him, BECAUSE we keep his command- 
ments, and do thofe things which are pleaſing in his 


*_ (4.) But Biſhop Beveridge ſpoke juſt the reverſe; 
for 


e {aid in his Private Thoughts © I fin in my beſt 


duties, &c.“ That may be; for he was but a young 
convert when he wrote his Private Thoughts. 1 
hope, before he died he enjoyed more goſpel li- 


berty. But whether he did or not, we appeal from 


is private thoughts to the above-mentioned publec 
declaration and evangekial experience of St, Joux, 


(5+) If many Roman Catholics do not aſcribe 


merit to © mere external performances,” I have 


* done them great injuſtice; and to repair that 


wrong, I declare my full approbation of the excel- 
lent paſſage upon merit which you quote in French 

from the works of the biſhop of Meaux. I ſay in 
French, becauſe your Engliſh tranſlation repreſents 

- him as looking on all opinion of merit as preſump- 
' tuous, Whereas he blames only l' opinion d' un 

_ - merite prẽſomptueux, the doctrine of a reſump- 
tuous merit—of a merit which is not all derived 
from Chriſt, and does nat terminate in the glory of 
Amis grace. | | V 


what he fays of the rewardableneſs of 


(67) 

The dying challenge of Alex. Seton is anſwere® 
in the ad Check, iſt Letter. As to your quotatiorr 
from biſhop Cooper, it does as little credit, to his 

learning, as to his charity; for St. Auguſtin, who- 
had no more * the ſpirit of Antichriſt” than the 

biſhop himſelf, uſes perpetually the word merit, in 
| ſpeaking of man and his works. 


Let us now ſee how you * ſplit the hair,” that is, 
fix the difference there is, between being rewarded. 
according to our works, + BECAUSE of our works, and 


ſecundum merita operum, according to the merit or re- 


wardableneſs which Chriſt gives to our works, © The 


difference, ſay you, by no means depends upon the 
4 ſplitting of an hair; thoſe expreſſions are as wide 
as eaſt from weft,” Are they indeed! Then it 
muſt be the eaft and the weft of the map of the 
world, which meet in one common line upon the 
globe. This will appear if we conſider the manner 


in which you untie the Gordian knot. 
«* Good works, ſay you, are rewarded becauſe 


* God of his own meer favour, rich grace, and un- 
* deſerved bounty, has promiſed that he will freely 
give ſuch rewards to thoſe whom he has choſen in 
« his dear Son,” Now, Sir, ſimplify this ſentence, . 
and you tell us juſt that good works are rewarded . 


' becauſe God freely promiſed to reward them. | 


And is this the eaft of my honored opponnt's £7 


© orthodoxy ! Surprizing! It juſt meets the weſt of 


piſh heterodoxy. You know Sm, that Thomas . 
Aquinas and Scotus are as great divines among the 


Romaniſts, as Calvin and Luther among the Pro- 


teſtants: andin flying from Mr. Weſley you are juſt 


gone over to Scotus and Baxter; for Scotus and Clara 


his diſciple maintain, that if God gives rewards to 

the godly, non oritur obligato ex. natura actus, ſed ex- 
4 See 1 John iti. 22, and Vind. page 70. You have no right: 

do throw out this middle ter m, till you have proved that my; quo - 


iations are falſe, 


(6) 
Fuppoſitione decreti & promiſt, the obligation does not nf 
e- 


1 from the nature of the action rewarded, but from the de- ov 
Wl | cree and free promiſe of the rewarder. Though fo much uh 
| be given in ſcripture to good works, ſays the council of of 
8 Trent, yet far be it from a chriſtian to glory in hmfelf, ied 
5 andi not in le Lord, whoſe goodneſs is ſo great to all men; oo 

that he wills thoſe things to be THEIR MERITS, which, bay 
are his GIFTS,., Can. 16. de Juſtif, e avis 
Moſt Proteſtants, ſays Baxter, will take merit to figs _ 805 
nißy ſomething which profiteth God, and which is our 1 
3 GtFT and GRACE, but they are miſ- So 
Some however are more candid; Bucer ſays f 9 
by MERITING the holy fathers and others mean ern ; PR 
but to do in faith, by the grace of God, good works which a 
the Lord has PROMISED to reward, in Fs JO OD | ae 
is that which Scotus, Baxter, and Mr. W. fix to owe 
merit) we ſhall in no wiſe condemn that word, 
Hlence it is, that whole congregations of real pro- 4 
te ſtants have not ſcrupled at times to uſe the word Ir: 
WE MERIT in their humbleſt addreſſes to the throne M. 
of grace. Congregations of real Proteſtants! ſays. F ; 
my honored friend, Popery is about midway betwean PL” 
Hroteſtantiſm and ſuch worſhippers. Who are they?“ « t 


I anſwer they are the orthodox oppaſers of the mi- 
nutes, the truly honorable the Counteſs of Hun- « ] 
ingdon, the Rev, Mr. Shirley, the Rev. Mr. Madan, 
and all the congregations that uſe their hymns; for 
they all agree to ſing Fed . 
E * Thou haſt the righteouſneſs ſupply'd. 
|| By which we MERNIx heaven.“ | 
n See Lady Huntingdon's Hymns, Briſtol edition, 
| page 399; and the Rev. Mr, Madan's collection 
which you frequently. uſe, hymn 25, page 27, laſt 
| ſtanza, Come then, dear-Sir, while Mi . M. ſhakes 
hands with his venerable father Mr, W. permit the 
vindicator of the minutes to do the ſame with the 
author of Pietas Oxonienſis, and let us lovingly _ | 


. * — «„ * 
© ww — a9 — A 69; i. __ 


(6) 
low Scotus and Baxter ſinging, Chriſt hath the rights 
Ou 95 4 by whick wE MERIT heaven. | 

If you ſay, "True, but it is of God's own meer favour, 


rich grace, and undeſerved bounty in his dear Son; Ian-— 


ſwer, We are agreed, and before-hand I ſubſcribe an 
hundred ſueh 9 being fully perſuaded of the 
truth of Mr. W. 's propoſition when explained ac- 
cording to the analogy of faith, © There is no original 
merit but im the blood and obedience of Chriſt; and no 

derived merit, or (if you diſlike that word out of the 

Lock-chapel) no derived rewardableneſs, but that 


which we are ſupplied with thro” the Spirit of Chriſt . 


and the blood of his croſs :” If Mr. W. meant any 
more by the ſay ing you have quoted, he will permit 
me to uſe his own words, and ſay that he“ 232 
too much toward Calviniſm.““ . 
1 cannot better cloſe the ſubje& of merit, and re- 
quite your quotation from Dr. Willet, than by tranſ- 
cribing a third paſſage from the pious and judicious 
Mr. Baxter, %%% ; 
We are agreed on the negative: (1.) That no 
man or angel can merit of God in proper commu- 
tative juſtice, giving him ſomewhat for his benefits 
that ſhall profit him, or to which he had no abſo- 
lute right. (2.) No man can merit any thing of 
God upon the terms of the law of innocency, (but 
puniſhment) (3.) Nor can he merit any thing of 
Cod by the law of grace, unleſs it be ſuppoſed firſt 
to be a free gift and merited by Chriſt.” | ö 
And affirmatively we are, I think, agreed (1.) 
That God governs us by a law of Grace which hath 
a promiſe, and gives by way of reward. (2.) That God 
calls it his juſtice to reward men according to his 
law of grace, Heb. xi. 6. 2 Tim. iv. 8. (g.) That 
this ſuppoſes, that ſuch works as God rewards have 
a Chef aptitude for that reward, which chiefly con- 
fiſts in theſe things, that they ſpring from the Spi- 
rit of God, that their faultineſs is pardoned thro” 
the blood and merits of Chriſt, that they are 1 


. . 


h e ve” wy 
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I I formerly thought, that t 


- inſtead of opening the doctrine, and ning in 


will,“ they think that they ſu 
odious to their followers, when yet all ſober 

Cc. 
4 
"2 


* 


1 


> in love and to the glory of God, and that they are 


"0 


preſented to God by Jeſus Chriſt. (4.) That this 


moral aptitude, is called in ſcripture a that is wor- 
© thineſsor merit; ſo that thus far worthineſs or merit is 
£* a ſcripture phraſe, And (5.) that this worthineſs or 


4 

« 

- 
0 

c 


merit is only in point of paternal, governing JS 


according to the law of grace, ordering that which 
in itſelf is a free gift merited by Chriſt,” 


* All orthodox Chriſtians hold the fore-deſcribed 


doctrine of merit in ſenſe, tho' not in words - for 
they that deny merit, confeſs the rewardableneſs of 


our obedience, and acknowledge that the ſcripture 
uſeth the term worthy, and that atio and at may 
be tranſlated meriting and merit, as well as worthy 
and worthineſs, This is the ſame thing in other 
words, which the antient Chriſtians meant by me- 
it. When godly perſons carneſtly extol holinels, 
laying that the righteous is more excellent than his neig hi. 
bour, and yet deny all merit, reviling all that aſſert 
it, they do but ſhew that they underſtand not the 
word, and think others alſo miſunderſtand it: and 
ſo we are reproaching one another, where we are 


A ran and know it not: like the woman who turn- 


ed away her ſervant upon the controverſy, Whe- 


ther the houſe ſhould be ſwept with a beſom or with 


* 


„ - 8 | t 
Ihe partial teachers are the cauſe of this, while 


what ſenſe we have or have not any worthineſs or 


merit, they without diſtinction cry down merit, and 


reproach thoſe that do otherwiſe. And if they 
do but ſay. Such a man, 8 for merit and free 


ciently rendered him 


Chriſtians in all ages have been for merit and free- 


will in a ſound ſenſe. And is not this to be adver- 


ſaries to truth, and love, and 2 * 
0 we agree in the 


6 thing, it is beſt to omit the name, becauſe the Papiſts 


«K „„ & h „ & „ „ 
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(ny 
© have abuſed it: and I think 0 Rill i in ſuch compa- 


in other caſes, I now think it better to keep the 
word 1.) leſt we ſeem to the ignorant to be of: ano- 
ther religion than + all the ancient churches were.” 
(2.) Leſt we hardenthe Papiſts, Greeks and others, 
by denying found doctrine in terms, which they 


pony of words is ſuch 
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Baxter" s end of doftrinal controverfies, page 294. 


I am glad that my honoured opponent, in the be- 


sinning of his 
FOURTH ER r 
does Mr. W. the juſtice to admit of the explana- 


tion I hare given of that miſunderſtood aſſertion, 


„ All who are convinced of {in undervalue them- 


ſelves.” Had you done otherwiſe, Sir, you would 
have ſhewn judgment without mercy. Nevertheleſs, you - 


ſtill think that. explanation forced ; while many be- 
lieve it not only natural, and agreeable to Mr. W's, 
whole plan of dodrine, but ſo fol:d that no argu- 
ments can overthrow it. If you turn to the ſecond 
check, page 44. you will ſee more clearly, that you 


do Mr. W. no favour in“ e this article of 


the minutes. 
But you prepare to attack the next with the ut- 
moſt vigor. A part of the minutes which you eſteem moſt 


contrary * foun doclrine i Wh ſay you, mo % We are 
every 


+ It is a great advantage to the Papiſts, fays our judicious 
author that many Proteltants wholly diſclaim the word merit, and 
ſimply deny the merit of goſpel-obedience. For hereupon the 
teachers ſhow their ſcholars, that all the fathers ſpeak for merit, 
and do tell them, that the Prote ſtant doctrine is new and heretical, 
as being contrary to all the-antient dotors: and when their fchas 


ars "ts with th. ir cyes, no wonder if they believe it, to dur 


ihonor. 


nies, where the ule of it not underſtood will ſcan- 
dalize men, and do more harm than good. But 


will think we deny in eſe And (g.) Becauſe our 


at for my part I remem-_ 
er no other word ſo fit to ſubſtitute inſtead of merit, 5 


* defert or worthineſs. The word rewardablenefs is long 
and harſh, But it is nothing elſe that we mean.“ 
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every hour and every moment pleaſing or diſpleaſing 


to God according to the whole of our inward tempers 


and outward behaviour, &c,” And it is, I own, 


diametrically oppoſite to the favorite ſentiment which 
you thus exprels, © Tho' I believe that David's s1N 


diſpleaſed the Lord, muſt I therefore believe that 


% David's pERSON was under the curſe of the law?“ 


(Iſuppoſe you mean under God's diſpleaſure, for of this 
Mr. W. ſpeaks, nor does he mention the curſe of the 

Law in all the minutes) You boldly anſwer, © Surely | 
% no.—Like Ephraim he was ſtill a pleaſant child: 
« tho' he went on frowardly” in adultery and murder, 


he did not loſe the character of the man after God's 
«© own heart,” My dear. Sir, you might as well have 
advanced at once that unguarded propoſition of Dr. 


| Criſp, © God does no longer ſtand diſpleaſed, tho? 


< a believer do fin often: no ſin can poſſibly do him 


„any hurt.“ Is this what youcall © ſound doctrine?“ 


And is that the worſt part of the minutes, which op- 
poles ſuch a dangerous tenet? Then how excellent 


muſt the other parts be! Indeed, Sir, their vindicator 


could ay nothing ſtronger to demonſtrate their ſound- 


neſs, ſeaſonableneſs and importance. But let us con- 
ſider your arguments; and that with ſuch care, as 
the importance of the ſubjett requires. 


I. David's s1N difpleaſed the Lord,” but not © t 


PERSON.” This is what you muſt mean if you op- 


poſe Mr. W's. propoſition. I like your ſhiſting the 


terms; it is a ſign that you are à little aſhamed the 


world ſhould ſee the good Doctor's ſcheme without 


ſome covering. Erubuiſti, falva res eſt. (I.) Vour 
intimation that the Lord was not diſpleaſed at David's 
PERSON, bears hard upon the equity and veracity of 
God. David commits adultery and murder in Jeru- 


lalem, and Claudius in Rome. God ſees them, and 
lays agreeably to your ſcheme. They are both guil- 


ty of the ſame crimes, and hoth impenitent: but 


David is a Jew, an cle, a theep, and therefore, 


+ th& he lins againſt tex times more licht than the 
FE e other, 


Cog) 


| © other, I am not at all diſpleaſed at him. But Clays | 
dius is an Heathen, a reprobate, a goat, and my 
© anger ſmokes againſt him; he ſhall ſurely die.'— 
If this is God's method, how can he make the fol- 
lowing appeal! O houſe of Iſrael are not my ways equal ? 
Are not your ways unequal ? — The ſoul that funneth it 
al die + wherefore turn ye, Why will ye die, O houſe of 
Jfrael ? See Ez. xviii. and 2d check, page 9. 
( (8.) Your diſtinction is overthrown by ſcripture; 
for we read Gen. xxxviii. 10. that The thing which 
Onan did diſpleaſed the Lord. True, might you ſay 
upon your ſcheme, this is the very thing I aſſert; 


this mode of ſpeech ſhews that God was angry at 


Onan's jin, and not at his perſon.” —But this would 
be a great miſtake, honored Sir; for the ſacred hiſ- 
torian adds immediately, Wherefore God flew him alſo > 
He ſhewed his heavy be. as his perſon by pu- 
_ niſhing him with death, as well as his brother Er, | 
Who was wicked in the fight of the Lord. LI 
496 .) But if you will not believe Mr. W. when he 
* . that God is diſpleaſed at the perſons of the 
rigghteous, the moment they do thoſe things which 
diſpleaſe him, believe at leaſt the oracles of God. 
God's anger was kindled againſt Moſes, Ex. iv. 14.— 
The Lord was very angry againſt Aaron, Deut. ix. 20. 
and with all Iſrael, witneſs thoſe awful words, let 
me alone, that I may conſume them in a moment. Iſaiah, 
whom you allow to be an elett, ſays, thou waſt angry 
with AE. God himſelf ſays, If. xlvii.6, I was angry 
with my people; and David, who frequently depre- 
_ cates God's wrath in his penitential pſalms, obſerves. 
that his anger ſmokes againſt the ſheep of his paſture, 
when they go aſtray, Pf, Ixxiv. 1. | 
| (4.) The new teſtament inculcates this doctrine 
as well as the old. St. Paul having reminded the 


| believers of Epheſus, that no whoremonger or covetous 


perſon hath an inheritance in the kingdom of Chiriſt and 
of God, ſubjoins this ſeaſonable caution ; At no man 
| IONS "63 : dlecee 
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CEDE 


ee va; no not thoſe good men, Dr. Criſ auf 
the nuthor of Piotas Oxonienſis: for becauſe rl theſe 


things the wrath of God cometh upon the children of diſo- 
bedience, —Impolſlible! ſay thoſe orthodox Proteſ- _ 


\ , tants; you may be alien of diſobedience, not only 
unto whoredom and covetouſneſs, but unto adultery and 


murder without fearing that the wrath of God will 
come upon you, for:thoſe things: No, mo, you will be 

zleaſant.children ſtill. 5 See Vind. page 89. 

I. You proceed : ©: Shall T believe that ecauſe 
Een was ungrateful, God (whoſe © gifts and 
callings are without repentance) was unfaithful ?“ 
And ſhall I believe, that God is not as faithful when 


he mee, Ar- his threatnings, as when hefulhls _ 


-his promiſes ?: You. reply, God's grfts and callings 
are without repentance.” And does this prove that 
God's warnings are without meaning, and his threatnings 
_ without truth ? St. Paul poke thoſe words of the elec- 
tion of the Jews; and it is certain God does not 
repent that he formerly called them, and gave them 
the land of Canain ; any more then che repents his 

having now rejected them, and taten from them the 
good land which he gave their fathers: for as he 
| bad once ſufficient reaſons to do che one, ſo he has : 


now to do the other. 


But if you will make this gh mean, that the 
divine favour arid bleſſings can never be forfeited 
through any fall into fin: I beg you will anſwer 
theſe queries. Had not God given all angels a place 
in his favor and glory? And did not many of them 
loſe it by their fall? Was not innocent Adam inte- 
reſted in the divine favor and image? And did he 
not loſe both, together with paradiſe, when he fell 
1ito fin ? Did not king Saul forfeit the crown which 
God had given him, and the throne to which he had 
called him? Were not Judas's cating and apoſtleſhip 
_ forfeited by his unfaithſulneſs, as well as one of the 
twelve thronzs which Chriſt had promiſed him? 
MWuhat. will you ſay of the unprofitable ſervant, from 

my 


CRF. 


hom kis lord took the talent unimproved? Loft he” 


not a bleſſing given, and his calling to occupy with it? 
And can you aſſert, that the man who took his fel- 


low: ſervant by the throat did not loſe the forgiventſs 
a debt of ten thouſand talents ? Or that thoſe apoſ- 


 tates, who tread under foot the blood of the covenant 
wherewtth they were SANCTIF1ED, do not forfeit their” 


 8ANCTIFICATION by doing deſpite to the ſpirit of grace * 


Is it right thus to ſet the author of the epiſtle to the 
Romans againſt the author of the epiſtle to the 


Hebrew 


III. Your bringing in backſliding Ernr ann the 
pleaſant child, as a witneſs of the truth of your doc- 

trine, is a moſt nnhappy proof. Rejorce not O Vfrael, 
as other people, ſays the Lord, Hol. ix, 1, for thou” 


haſt gone a whoring from thy God, This whoring II- 


rael is called Ephraim ver, 13. Ephraim, the plealant” 
| 1 as a pleaſant plant, Notwith ſtand- 
ing, Ephraim ſhall bring forth his children for the mur 
derer. All thetr wickedneſs is in Gilgal : for there 1 
HATED them, For the wickedneſs of their doings, I wntl 
drive them out of mine houſe ; I will love them x MORE. 


child is plante 


Hence the Prophet obſerves immediately after, 


| Ephraim is ſmitten, my God will caſt them away; becauſe" 


_ They did not hearten unto him. Reg, 
IV. However; my honoured friend ſtill affirms, 


that“ David, notwithſtanding his horrible back- 


ſlidings, „did not loſe the character of the man aſter 


« God's own heart.” But he will permit me to 


believe the contrary. (1. Upon the teſtimony of the 


Pſalmiſt himſelf, who fays in your favorite plalm, 
thou haſt caſt off and abhorred, thou haſt been very worth 
with thine anointed : thou haſt made void the covenant of 
_ thy ſervant; thou haſt ' prophan'd his crown by caſting 


it to the ground, Pf. Ixxxix. g. 

( (2.) Where is David called the man after God's 
oon heart, while he continued an impenitent adul- 
terer? How much more guarded is the ſcripture 


than your letters? David did that which was right in 


2 LW 7 

1 15 * q 

4 , N 
* 


— ů ¶ — 


| God of Solomon's father is very di | 
picture which Dr. Criſp draws of David's God. 
diſpleaſed at an impenitent 
backſlider as to caft him off for erer; while the latter 
accounts him a 
- matter af fat. a 4, 
([̃.4.) Diſpleaſure, enger, or wrath in God, is not 
that diſturbing boiſterous paſlion ſo natural to fallen 
man; but an invariable diſapprobation of fin, and a 
ſteady deſign to puniſh the ſinner. Now God ſe- 
4 this righteous diſpleaſure at Da- 


Ihe former can be ſo 


verely manifeſte 


16) 


te eyes of the Lord, and turned not aſide, 8Avz only in 
Phe malter of Uriah, 1 Kings xv, 5, Here you ſee 
the immoral parentheſis of ten months ſpent in adul- 
tery and murder, expreſly pointed at, and excepted 
by the Holy Ghoſt n 
(.) David himſelf, far from thinking that ſin 
could never ſeparate between God and a juſt man 


who draws back into wickedneſs, ſpeaks thus in 
the laſt charge which he gave to Solomon ; and thou 


Solomon my jon, know the God of thy father, and ſerve him 
doit) a perfeft heart. I thou ſeek him, he will be found 
| of thee ;, but if thou forſake him he will caſt thee off for- 


ever, 1 Chr, xxviii. 9. Hence it - 48H that the 


plefant Wald flill, But let us come to 


vid's perſon, when he puniſhed him by not reſtrain- 
ing any longer the ambition of his rebellious ſon. 


How remarkably did his dreadful puniſhments an- 
ſwer his heinous crimes! He wanted the fruit of 
his adultery to live, but inflexible juſtice deſtroys it. 
Tue creun of righteouſneſs was fallen from Ins head,” 
and his royal crown is prophaned and caft tothe ground, 


Ile had not turned out the way-fearing man, the 


helliſh tempter; and he is turned out of his own. 
palace and kingdom. He flies beyond Jordan for 
his liſe ; and as he flies Shimet throws ſtones at him; 
vollies of curſes accompany the ſtones ; and the moſt 
cutting challenges follow the curſes: Come out, thou 
bloody man, ſaid he, thou man of Belial ; the Lord hath 
aclivered thy kingdom into the hand of Abſalom thy 2 5 


erent from the 
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„„ former continue in a ſtate of 


„ 


and behold thou art taken in thy miſchief, becauſe thou art 
a bloody man, To which David could anſwer no- 
thing, but Let Jum curſe ;. for the Lord, by not re- 
ſtraining his wickedneſs, hath permiſſively ſaid unto 
tum, Curſe David. I ſee the impartial juſtice of a 
ſin-avenging God, through, the cruel abule of this 
raging man,” This was not all: He had ſecretly com- 
mitted adultery with Uriah's wife, and his ſon pub- 
 tickly commits inceſt with his own wives. And to 
compleat the horror of his puniſhment, he leaves 
the moſt dreadful curſe upon his poſterity. Thou haſt 
ain Uriah with the ſword of the children of Ammon, lays 
the Lord, now therefore the ſword ſhall xt ver depart 
from thy houſe, and thy own children ſhall murder. 
one another. What a terrible puniſhment was this? _ 
And how ſtrong muſt be the prejudice of thoſe, who- 
5 maintain that God was not diſpleaſed at David's 
erfon | _ „%% TD 
85 V. Paſs we now to an argument, which you ſeem 
to conſider as one of the main pillars of your doc- 
trine. If one believer fin by an unclean thought, 
„ ſay you, and another by an unclean att, does the 
grace, and the other 
“ forfeit his ſonſhip? Take heed left you ſhould be 
“forced to go to Rome for an anſwer to this query.“ 
Without going even to the convent of the Bene- 
dictine monks in Paris, I anſwer, it is evident from 
ſcripture, that an adulterous thought delighted in is 
— — He that entertains ſuch a thought is an 
adulterer, one who is abſolutely unfit for the pre- 
ſence of an holy God. Be not deceived, ſays St. Paul, 
neither fornicators nor adulterers ſhall inherit the king-- 
dom of God. Therefore adultery of heart certainly 
excludes an impenitent backſlider out of heaven; 
though it will noßßnk him into ſo deep an hell, as 
if he had drawn another into the commiſſion of his 
intended crime... e EEE: 
+ Butif David had only had an angry thought, 
„he had {till been a murderer in the ſight of God.“ 
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Not ſor for there isa righteous anger, en is a 


virtue Ant not a ſin; or elſe how could Chriſt have 


| looked round about on the Phavi ifees with anger, and 
continued finleſs? You mean probably, that if 
| David had only hated Uriah in his heart, he would 
Have been a murderer, If ſo, your obſervation is 
very juſt, for h: that hateth his brother.” ſays St. John, 
t a MURDERER; and you know, adde 
murderer, though he were a Foyer. plalmith, hath 
eternal life abiding in him. 
But what do you get by theſe. arguments ? No- 


thing at all. You only make it eaher to prove that 


vour Votre is erroncous, For if David would 


have forſcited heaven by looking on Uriah"s wife, to 
cat after her in has hart; or by intending i in his breaſt 


to murder her huſband ; how much more did he 
forfeit it when mental ſms ſully ripened into out- 
ward enormities !—— Ye are of your father the devil 
whoſe works ye do, laid Chriſt to ſome of the choſen 


ration: and if adultery and murder are works of 


the devil, it follows from thoſe words of our Lord, 
_ that while Davie continued impenitent, he was NOT 
a man after God's own heart, as my honored opponent _ 


too charitably fuppeſes ; 15 8 a man aſter the own 
heart of him, who abode not in the truth, and 1s a mur- 


derer from the begiuning. 
VI. But you add, “ Sin aid not reign in * as a” 
* King, it only for a time un ſurped as a tyrant,” Nay 


Sir, ſin is a tyrant wherever he reigns, and he 


reigns wherever he es.“ Where will you draw 


the line,” between the reign and the tyranny of Sin? 
Are not both included under the word dominon ? Sin 
ſays St. Paul, ſhall not have DOMINION over you that 


cee under grace. ad I made ſuch a diſtinction as this, 
me grote gants, would deſervedly have called it 


mnctapiyficat; but as it comes from the orthodox au- 


thor of! etas Oxonicnſis it will probably 288 ns 
| cal. | 


ie, that xo 


(79) 


Very different however is St. Peter's orthodoxy, 
Of whom a man is overcome, ſays he, of the ſame is he 
brouz ht into bondage. For if after they have eſcaped the 
polluttons of the world through the knowledge of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, they are again entangled therein and over- 


come, the laller end is worſe with them than the begin- 


ning. Neverthelefs even ſuch apoſtates, fo long as 


tie day of their viſitation laſteth, may again repent 
and believe; for as vou juſtly obſerve, they have ſtill 
an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the r1ghteous. 
VII. You try to prove your point by ſcripture. 


There ts, ſay you, no condemnalion to them who are in 


Chriſt, True! but it is while they walk not aſter the 
fleſh, but aſter the ſpirit; a clauſe which you pru- 


dently keep out of fight. And ſurely David walked | 


aſter the fleſh, when in the #& of adultery and 
murder. Y ou procced * who fall lay any thing to 


the charge of God's eleft?” Nobody, if God's elect are 


penitent believers, who wall not after the fleſh; but if 
they are impenitent adulterers and hypocritical mur- 
derers; Jews and Gentiles, Law and Goſpel, Pro- 
| Phets and Apoſtles, God and their own conſcience, 


ALL will agree to lay their crimes to their charge. 


— You urge that © Chriſt by one offerin; hath for ever 
perfefled them that are ſanflified.” True! but not 


_ thoſe who are unſanctiſed. And certainly ſuch are 
all adulterers and murderers, I heſe ought rather to 


be ranked with thoſe who tread under foot the blood 
of the covenant wherewith they w ER E ſanthfied. | 

lt is ſaid, however, ye (believing, loving, fruit- 
ful Coloſſians, ſee Chap. i. 4, 6,) are complete in 
Vim.“ It is ſo; but not ye impenitent backſliders, 
ye unclean defilers of another's bed. Such are com- 


eat in evil not in good, in Belial not wa Chriſt. A las 


lor the proſtitution of the ſacred and pure word of 

& e of pro- 

fancneſs and impurity ! To reſcue at leaſt one ſen- 

' tence from ſuch maniſeſt abuſe I might obſerve, the 
original way, with the greateſt propriety 3 2 5 
7 5 VVV 


God! Can it alſo be preſſed into the 
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dered © filled wit (or by) him,” inſtead of compleat in 
him; and I think the context fixes this ſenſe upon it. 


The apoſtle is cautioning the Coloſſians againſt vain 
promos whole dottrine was empty and deceit- 
l. Now that he may do this the more effeQtu- 


ally, he points out a more excellent teacher, whoſe 
character and qualifications he deſcribes when he 


ſays, in him dwelleth the fullneſs wngupa, of the God- 


head, He immediately adds wenAnpwuire ir avis. (a 


verb of the ſame etymology with the noun and un- 


- doubtedly of a ſimilar import) ye are filled with (or by) 


Aim. As if he had ſaid Chriſt is filled with the 


_ Godhead of the Father, and ye with the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, the ſpirit of wiſdom, righteouſn and 
ſtrength.“ Plenitudo Chriſti (ſays the learned and 
ye Bengelius on the paſſage) redundat in eccle- 
ham, the fullneſs of God dwelleth in the Mediator 
and overflows upon his church.” The very ſenſe our 
_ tranſlators have given the very ſame two words in 
Epheſ. iii. 19. Why they rendered them differently 


here is hard to ſay. 


VII. You go on, . no falls or backſlidings in 
God's children, can ever bring them again under 


“ condemnation, becauſe the law of the ſpirit of life in 


Chriſt Jeſus hath made them free from the law of jin 
e and death.” A moſt dangerous propoſition, ex- 
pre Vind. page 88, and contrary to the very 
flcripture by which you try to ſupport it. (1.) To the 

context, where thoſe to whom there is no condemna- 
tion, are ſaid to be perſons who walk not after the 
| fleſh, and are therefore very different from impeni- 


tent adulterers and murderers, who bring forth the 
moſt execrable fruits of the fleſh. (2.) To the text 


itſelf; for if tte law, or rewe, of the ſpirit of life in 
Chriſt Jeſus hath made the 


liever free from the law, 
or power of fin; how can he be repreſented as the 


fame ſervant of fin ;—as ſold under ſin ſold under 
adultery and murder for ten months! But you are not 
At a lols for an anſwer, „ f 


1 8 6 We . 


(8 ) 
IX.“ We are very apt, ſay you, to ſet up moun- 
© tainous diſtinctions concerning the various degrees 
« of ſin, eſpecially of fins after converſion: This, to- 
gather with your placing“ an arigry thought” upon a 

evel with deliberate murder, ſeems to inſinuate that 
you make very little difference between an atrocious 
crime and a fin of ſurprize; ſo that, upon yourſcheme, 
a bloody murderer may plead that he is not more 
guilty, than a man who has felt a motion of impa- 
tience ; and the latter may be hurried out of his wits, | 
as if he had committed murder. To remove this 
miſtake, I need only obſerve, that if all are papiſts 
Who make a material difference between various 
fins, or between the ſame fins variouſly aggravated, 
my worthy opponent is as ſound a papiſt as myſelf : 
for when he acts as a magiſtrate, he does not promiſ- 
cuouſly paſs the ſame ſentence upon every one. He 
_ commits one to priſon, and diſmiſſes another with a 
gentle reprimand. Our Lord himſelf ſets you the ex- 
_— Phariſces ſhall receive the GREATER damnation, 
and that it all be MORE TOLERABLE for Sodom than 
for Corazin in the day of judgment whence we may 
juſtly infer, that the fin of ſome is more“ mountain. 
_ Ous” than that of others. 5 

But as you have made choice of David's caſe per- 
mit me to argue from his experience. He was once, 
you know, violently angry with Nabal; but as he 

ſeaſonably Wen his anger, and meekly confeſſed 
his ſin, God forgave him without “breaking his 
bones.“ Not ſo when the unreſtrained evil of his 
heart in the matter of Uriah produced the external 
ſruits of treachery and murder. For then the Lord 

inflifted upon him all the dreadſul puniſnments 
Which we ee already conſidered. Hear the rod 


therefore, and learn what vaſt difference the Lord 


makes between ſins whether committed after, or be- 
fore converſion, 5 
X. What follows is a ſweet and ſmooth Antino- 
mian pill, ſo much the more dangerous as it is git 
j gh ol | 1 With 


(8) 


with gold taken from the ſanftuary, from the golden 


altar iiſelf. Hence it is that multitudes ſwal low it 
down as rich grace without the leaſt ſcruple or ſuſ- 


picion. Lord, dart a beam of thy wiſdom into the 


mind of thy ſervant, that I may ſeparate the precious 


from the vile, and expoſe the dangerous ingredient 
without depreciating the gold that covers it:! 


What is all ſm, do you fay; before the infinite] 
precious atoning blood of jeſus ?“ Nothing at all, 
when that blood is humbfy apprehended by penitent 


| believers who depart from alFFiniquity, But, when 
it is accounted a common thing, and trodden under foot 


by impenitent apoſtates; or wantonly pleaded in 


defence of fin” by looſe Nicolaitans or luke warm 
_ Laodiceans, it does not anſwer its gracious deſign. 
On the contrary, Nom. hall we eſcape, ſays St. Paul, if 
we thus neglef ſuch great ſalvation ! And of how muck 
ſorer puniſhment than others all they bethought worthy 
_ who do ſuch deſpite to the ſpirit of grace] ſee Heb. ii. 


8: and x. 29. You goon, 


EI Chriſt has ful filed the whole law and borne 
_ * the carſe, then all debts and claims againſt his: 


" be be they more or be they leſs, be they: 
* ſmall 


| or be they great, be they before, or be they 
after converſion, are for ever and for ever can- 
* celled. All trefpaſſes are forgiven them. — They are 


juſtified from all things. They already have ever- 


5 laſting life.“ What! before they repent and be- 


lieve!” A bold aſſertion this! which ſets Jeſus againſt 
Chriſt - our xyxitsT' againſt our RO HET. For 


Chriſt himſelf teaches us that many for whom his“ 
Fatlings are killed, and all things are now ready, thro' 
an obſtinate refuſal of his iner (I hope no body will 


ſay hypocritical) imvitations; ſhalt never taſte of his ſup- 
| e 


Frr. And as if this was not enough to arm us again 
your doctrine, he commiſſioned an apoſtle to aſſure 


his church, that ſome who have tafted of his goſpel- 


ſapper, that is, who have been enligutened, have taſted 


the heavenly gift, the good word of God, and the powers 


T 
4 


of 


tha 
cle: 
anc 


e 
the world to come, do cruciſy to themſelves the fon of 
"Cod afreſh, and by that mean, ſo totally fall away, 


that it is impoſſible to renew them again to repentance, A 


clear proof this that thoſe who once truly repented, 


and were even made partakers of the Holy GHaſt, may 
quench the Spirit and fin againſt the Hely Ghoſt, may 


not only fall, but fall finally, Heb, vi. 4. 


(.) Your doctrine ſets alſo our high Px IEST againſt : 
our hea venly. K IN, whodeclares, that if he who was 


once his faithful ſervant, begins to beat his fellow ſer- 


_ yants, much more to murder them, he will, as judge. 
of all, command him to be bound hand and foot, and 


delivered to the tormentors. See 2d check, page 4. 


(g.) Your doctrine drags after it all the abſurdities 
of eternal, abſolute juſtification. It ſets aſide the uſe. 
of repentance and faith, in order to 3 and ac- 
ne elect as for- 


ceptance. It repreſents the fins of t 
given, not only before they are confeſſed, but even 
before they are committed; a notion which that 


ſtrong Calviniſt Dr. Owen himſelf could not but op- 
poſe. It ſuppoles that all the penitents who have 
believed that they Were once children of wrath, and 
that God was diſpleaſed at them when they lived in 
ſin, have believed a lie. It makes the preaching of 
the goſpel one of the moſt abſurd, wicked and bar- 
barous things in the World. For what can be more 
abſurd than to ſay repent ye and believe the goſpel, he that 
believeth not ſhall be damned, if a certain number can 
never repent .or believe, and a certain number can 
never be damned? And what can be more wicked, 
than to diſtreſs eleR ſinners by bidding them fly from 


ti wrath to come, if there is abſolutely no wrath, nei- 


ber paſt, preſent, nor to come for them, if all their ſins | 
d be they more or leſs, be they ſmall or great, are for 


ever and forever cancelled?” As for the peprobates, 
how barbarous is it to bid them fly, if adamantine 


chains, eternal decrees of paſt wrath, perpetually 


bind them down, that they may never eſcape the 
repeated eternal ſtrak es of the wrath to come? 


— 4 
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(.) But what ſhocks me moſt in your ſcheme, is bs) 
the reproach which it unavoidably fixes upon Chriſt, "£& 
It ſays, The elet are juſtified from all things even "of 
before they believe. In all their ſins God views ch 
them withont ſpot, wrinkle, or any ſuch thing : they + -f 
„ ſtand always compleat in the everlaſting righteouſ- 'h 
* nels of the Redeemer.” © Black in themſelves, they MW 
are comely thro' his comelineſs:“ fo that when "nn 
they commit adultery and murder, © He whois of i 2 
: & purer eyes than to behold iniquity, can nevertheleſs — 
3 & addreſs them with, Thou art all fair, my love, my | *{, 
© #*% undefiled, there ts no ſbot in thee.” „„ * 
. What a proſtitution of the word of God is here! =” 
= We blame a wild youth for dropping ſome bold Wo 
| innuendos about Jupiter in a play compoſed by a 65 


poor Heathen. But I acquit thee of indecency, O 
Ifetonice, if a vindicator of Chriſtian piety, 6 a 
right to repreſent our holy and righteous God, as ſay- 
ing to a bloody adulterer in flagranti deliQo, Thou art. 
all fair my love, my undefiled, there is no ſpot in thee, 
And are theſe the fat paſtures and lymped waters, 
| where goſpel-preachers “feed the ſheep ?”” Where, 
|| then! Oh where are the © barren paſtures and mud- 
| dled waters” in which barefaced Antinomians feed 
| the goats? Is not this taking the children's bread to 
caſt it to dogs? I had almoſi aſked, Is it not the abo- 
Eo” mination of deſolation ſtanding in the holy place ? See ye. 
not the Lord, O ye miſtaken Chriſtians, looking 
down from the habitation of his holineſs? And do 
ye not hear him thunder this expoſtulation from hea. 
ven? How long will ye blaſhheme mine honor, and have 
Such pleaſure in deceit ! Know ye not that I have choſen 
to myſelf the man that it godly, and that him who delight- 
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eth in iniquity doth my foul abhor ? 
| ( 5.) And plead not, dear Sir, that vou have quoted 
ſcripturein defence of your point. If the church lays }F: 
in a myſticalſong .I am hach in the eyes of the world. 
becauſe the ſun of affliction and perſecution hath looked 
bon me while I kept the yineyards ; but I am comely oe * 


1 0 (%) 
She ſight of God whoſe ſpirit enables me with un- 
Wearied patience to bear the burden and heat of the 


day % you have abſolutely no right, either from di- 


vinity or criticiſm, to make thoſe words mean as 


they do upon your ſcheme, I am black by the atro- 


cious crimes which I actually commit, black by the 


horrors of adultery and murder; but no matter; 1 
an comely by the purity and chaſtity of my Saviour: 
my ſins, be they ſmall or be thy great, are ſor ever 


and forever cancelled; I am juſtified from all things. 


Again, if God ſays to a penitent believer, to a 
ſoul actually waſhed, walking with him as Enoch, and 
walking in white, as the few names in Sardis who had 
not defiled their garments, © Thou art all fair, my unde- 


filed e is it right to take thoſe gracious words, and 


apply them to every lukewarm Laodicean we meet 
with: and to every apoſtate, who not only defiles lis 
garments, but wailows in the mire like the ſow that was 


waſhed. 


(6.) Another great, and if I am not miſtaken, in- 


| ſurmo.ntable difficulty attends your ſcheme. You 


tell us that“ a believer's perſon ſtands abſolved and 
« always compleat in the everlaſting righteouſneſs 


& of the Redeemer,” But I aſk, Was he abſolved 
before he was a believer? If you anſwer, “ No, he 


Was abſolved the moment he began to believe,” it 
follows that he does ſomething, that is, he believes to- 
wards his abſolution, And thus your main pillars, 


that faith is not previous to juſtification, that there 
„ is no wrath in God for the elect, and that all 
claims againſt his people before or after conver- 
„„ ſion are for. ever cancelled,” are not only broken, 


but ground to powder, Add to this that if the be- 


liever is juſtified in conſequence of his faith, it 1s 
evident that his juſtification while he 1s on earth, 
can ſtand no longer than his faith, and that if he 


mates flupwreck of faith and a good conſc.ence as Hyme- 
neus, he muſt again come into condemnation. But ſup- 


poling that to avoid theſe inconyeniencies you boldly 


lay, | 
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Tay, © He was juſtified from the time the Lamb was 
ain, that is from the beginning of the world,” You 
| 2 contradi& Chriſt, who ſays that he who 
believeth not is condemned already. Thus either the ve- 
racity of our Lord, or the truth of your doctrine 
muſt go to the bottom. A ſad dilemma this, for 
_ thoſe who confound Criſpianity with Chriſtianity? _ 
Xl. You reply, “ As ſoon ſhall Satan pluck 
Chriſt's crown from his head, as his purchaſe from 
his hand.” Here is a great truth, making way for a 
palpable error, and a dreadful infinuation. Let us (t.) 
ſee the great truth. It is moſt certain that no body 


mall ever be able to pluck Chriſt's ſheep, that is, pe- 


nitent believers, who hear his voice and follow him, 
out of his protecting almighty hand. But if-the 
minds of thoſe penitent believers are corrupted from 


tie femplicity that is in Chriſt; if they wax wanton a- 


ainſt him, turn after Satan, end in the Ae, and draw 
back to perdition; if growing fat and kicking like Je- 
 furun, they nagh like high-fed horſes after their 
neighbours wives ; we demand proof that they belong 
to the fold of Chriſt, and are not rather goats an 
wolves in ſheeps doathing, who cannot without conver- 
ſion enter into the kingdom of heaven. (a.) The palpa- 
ble error is, that none of thofe for whom Chriſt died can 
be cafe away and deſtroyed, that no virgin's lamp can go 


out, no promiling harveſt be choaked with thorns, no 


branch im Chniſt cut of for unfruitfulneſs, no pardon 
| forfeited, and no name blotted out of God's boot That 
no ſalt can loſe its favour, nobody receive the grace of 
God in vain, bury has talent, neglect ſuch great ſalvation, 
_ trifle away a day of viſitation, look back after fetting his 
hand to the plow, and grieve the Spirit till he is quenche 
ed, and ſtrives no more, This error ſo conducive to 
the Laodicean caſe, is expreſ:ly oppoſed by St. Feter, 
who informs us that ſome deny the Lord that oft 
them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruct on. And 
Chriſt himſelf, far from deſiring to keep his luke. 
warm purchaſe in nis uaxy, declares that he will 


ſue it out of ui MOUTH, Rev. iii. 16. 
2 5 vo, 


(&%) 
| Paſs we on ( 3. to the dreadful inſinuation. While 
you perpetually try to comfort a few elect, ſome of 


whom, for what I know, comfort themſelves alrea- 
dy with their neighbours wives, yea, and the wives 


of their fathers; pleaſe to tell us how we ſhall com- 


fort millions of reprobates, who, for what you know, 
try to ſave themſelves from this adulterous generation. 


Do ye not hear how Satan, upon a ſuppoſition of the 


truth of your dottrine, triumphs over thoſe unhap- 


y. victims of what ſome call God's ſovereignty ? 


While that old murderer ſhakes his bloody hand 
over the myriads devoted to endleſs torments, me- 


thinks I hear him ſay to his fellow-executioners of 


divine vengeance, As foon ſhall Chriſt's crown be pluck- 
ed from his head as at his free gift from my hand. 


Let yonder little flock of the ele& commit adultery 


and inceſt without any poſſibility of nuſfing heaven, I 


object no more, See what crowds of reprobates 
may pray and reform, and ſtrive without any poſſibi- 


_ tity of eſcaping hell. Let thoſe gay elect ſhout ever- 
laſting love ! eternal juftification ! and ſiniſhed ſalvation! 


I conlent! See, ye fiends, ſee the immenſe prey 


that awaits us, and roar with me before-hand Ever- 


nation | 


taſting wrath ! eternal reprobation / and finiſhed dam- 


XII. Our xiith article maintains that good 
works neceſſarily ſpring out of a lively faith, in- 
% ſomuch that by them a lively faith may be as evi- 


 & dently known, as a tree diſcerned by its fruits.“ 
* This you ſay I moſt firmly believe ;” And neverthe- 
leſs, to prove juſt the contrary, to ſhew that when 


- Davidcommittedadulteryand murder he had a “,t 
Faith, and was in a ſtate of juſtification aud ſanctifica- 


tion, you quote a verle of an hymn, compoſed by the 
Rev. Mr. C. Weſley, which only confirms what L 


Tay of undervaluing, vind. page 83. But you miſtake 
him, if you ſuppoſe that when Not ONE bud of grace 

appears to ourlelves, many may not appear to others ; _ 
and if you apply to outward enormities greedily com. 


mitted, What the poet means of inward motions of ſin 


1 ee POPs 


— 
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 wordially lamented and ſteadily oppofed, Nevers 


theleſs, as ſome expreſſions in this hymn are not pro- 
| pay uarded, the pious author will forgive me if 
I tranſcribe part of a letter which I lately received 
from him. 5 OT; 
Il Twas once on the brink of Antinomianiſm, by 
* unwarily reading Criſp and Saltmarſh. Juſt then 
warm in my firſt love, I was in the utmoſt dan- 
ger, when providence threw in my way Baxter's 


 ® treatiſe intitled, An hundred errors of Dr. Criſb de- 


The 2 ah My brother was ſooner apprehenſive 
V of the dangerous abuſe which would Yao made off 

our ungarded hymns and expreſſions, than I was, 

Now I allo ſee and fee] we muſt all ſink—unleſs 
Ve call St. James to our aſſiſtance. Yet let us ſtill 


' inſiſt as much or more than ever on St. Paul's ju 


* tification, What God has joined together let no 
man put aſunder. The great Chillingworth ſaw 
clearly the danger of ſeparating St. James from St. 
Paul. He uſed to wiſh that whenever a chapter 
of St, Paul's juſtification was read, another of St. 
James might be read at the ſame time.. 
XIII. When my honored correſpondent has en- 
deavoured to prove by the above-mentioned ſcrip- 
| tures, arguments and quotations, that an impenitent 
adulterer and murderer. inſtead of being under God's 
diſpleaſure, is * a pleaſant child ſtill;ꝰ to compleat 
his work, he proceeds to ſhew the good that falls 
into fin do to believers. Never did the pious author 
of Pietas Oxomenfis employ his pen in a work leſs 
conducive to piety! : V 
God, ſays he, often brings about his purpoſes 
„e by thoſe very means, which to the human eye 
4 would certainly defeat them. He has always the 
* ſame thing in view, his own glory and the falva« _ 
e tion of his ele& by Jeſus Chriſt. This Adam was 
e accompliſhing when he put the whole world un- 
_ & der the curſe,” Hail Adam under the fatal tree? 
Pluck and eat abundantly, for . thou W CE 


169 
che ſalvation of the elect!ꝰ Oh the inconſiſtency of 
your dottrine ! If we inſiſt upon doing the will of God 
1n order to enter his kingdom, we are boldly exclaim- 
ed againſt as 5 ſharing the glory of our re- 


demption with Chriſt. But here Adam is repreſen- 


ted as his partner in the work of ſalvation, and a 


ſhare of his glory, poſitively aſſigned to the fall, i. e. 


to his diſobedience to the divine will. St. Paul afſerts © 


that by one man (Adam) came death, and fin the fling of 
death ; and fo death with his ſting paſſed upon all men, 
But you inform us that Adam by his fin 5 accomp- 
liſhed the ſalvation of theeleR.” If this is not pluck- 
ing a jewel from Chriſt's crown, to adorn the moſt 


improper head in the world next to that of Satan, I 


am very much miſtaken, _ | 
But if God * brought about HIS purpoſe” concern- 
ing the ſalvation of the elect by the fall of Adam; tell 

us, I pray, who brought about the purpoſe concern-. 
ing the damnation of the reprobates ? Had the Lord 
„ always this thing in view“ alſo? On the brink of 
What a dreadful abyſs hath your doctrine brought 
_ me? — Sir, my mind recoils; I fly from the God 
whoſe unprovoked wrath roſe before the beginning 


of the world, againſt millions ef his unformed, an 


therefore guiltlels creatures! He that tafted death for 
every man bids me fly, and he points me from Dr. 


TCriſp to God whole mercy is over all his works, till 


they perſonally forfeit it by. obſtinately trampling, 
upon his richeſt grace. ; | 

XIV. As if it was not enough to hñave repreſented: 
our ſalvation in part accompliſted by the tranſgre ſſion 
of our firſt parents: you bring in Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, and obſerve, to the honor of the good which 
ſin does to the elect, that thoſe unrighteous judges. 
did whatſoever God's hand and counſel determined before © 
to be done. If you quote * to inſinuate that 


Sod pre- determined their in, you reflect upon di- 


vine holineſs, and apologize for the murderers: 


E roar ne . 


love God, how can you believe that a promiſe made 


49) 


of (8 haneas 0s ihe nn 7 
Uriah. 1 | 


I grant, that when God faw, in the light of his 
infimte fore-knowledge, that Pilate and Caiaphas 


would abſolutely chuſe injuſtice and cruelty ; he de- 


termined that they ſhould have the awful W I 1 


of exerciſing them againſt his Anointed, As a ſkil- 
ful pilot, without pre- determining and raiſing a con- 
trary wind, foreſees it will riſe, and pre-determines 
ſo to manage the rudder and ſails of his ſnip, as to 


make it anſwer a good purpoſe. So God over- ruled 


the foreſeen wickedneſs of thoſe men, and made it 


ſubſervient to his merciful juſtice in offering up the 
true paſchal Lamb. But, as it would be very abſurd 


_ to aſcribe to the contrary wind the praiſe due to the 


pilot's full : fo it is very unevangelical to aſcribe to 


the fin of Pilate, or of Joſeph's brethren; the good 


which God drew from ſome of it's extraordinary cir= | 


cumſtances. 


XV. The Lord has promiſed to make all things 8 


* work for good to thoſe that love him and if all things, 
then their very ſins and corruptions are included 
“in the royal promiſe.” A ſyren ſong this! which 

you unhappily try to ſupport by ſcripture. But (1.) 


if thus is the LOVE of God that we keep his command- 
ments, how will you prove that David {loved God, 


when he left his own wife for that of Uriah? Does 


not our Lord declare that thoſe who will not forjake 
tuſband, wife, children and all things for his Jake, are not 
worthy of him, either as believers or lovers? And are 
thoſe worthy f him who break his commandments, 
and take their neighbours wives ? Again, if St, John 
ſpeaking of one who does not relieve an indigent 
brother, aſks with indignation, How dwelleth the love 
of God im id]! May not I with greater reaſon ſay, 
How dwelt the love of God in DvD! Who, far from 
aſſiſting Uriah, murdered his foul by drunkenneſs, 
and his body with the ſword ! And if David did not 


to 


: WW 
to thoſe that love God, reſpetted him in his ſtate of 
impenitency !—(2.) When we extol free grace, and 
declare that God's mercy is over ALL his wel you di- 
__reRly anſwer, that the word AL muſt be taken in 
a limited ſenſe: but when you extol the profitable. 
nels of ſin, ALL, in ALL things working for good, muſt 
be taken univerſally, and include fin and corruption, 
cContrary to the context.—(g.) I ſay, contrary to the 
context; for juſt before the apoſtle declares, If ye live 
after the fleſh, ge 2 die, ye ſhall evidence the truth 
of Ezekiel's doctrine, When the righteous turneth away 
from his righteoufneſs, in his ſin that he hath funned ſhall 
he die—and at the end of the chapter the things that 
work for good are innumerated, and they conclude al 
tribulations and creatures, but not our own fin, un- 
leſs you can prove it to be God's creature, and not 
the devil's produttion.—(4.) It is no where promiſed. 
that ſin ſhall do us good, On the contrary, God 
conſtantly repreſents it as the greateſt evil in the 
World, the root of all other temporal and eternal 
evils: and as he makes it the object of his invariable 
diſapprobation, ſo, till they repent, he levels his ſe- 
vereſt threatnings ai ſinners without _ of per- 
ſons. But the author of Pietas Oxonienſis has made 
a new diſcovery... Thro' the glaſs of Dr. Criſp he 
ſees that one of the choiceſt promiſes in ſcripture 
reſpects thu commiſſion of fin, of theft and inceſt, 
adultery and murder, $0 groſly are threatnings and 
7 promiſes, puniſhments and revrards, conſounded to- 
| gether by this faſhionable divinity! / 
(5.) I grent that in ſome caſes the puniſhment in- 
flicted upon a finner has been over-ruled for good: 
but what is this to the n ite? Is it reaſonable to 
| aſcribe to fin the good that may ſpring from the rod 
with which {in is punithed? Some robbers have 
perhaps been brought to repentance by the gallows,. 
and others deterred from committing robbery by the 
terror of their puniſhment ; but by what rule in logie 
or divinity can we infer from thence either that any: 
| = FIN 1 robbers 


— — 


together for their good. | | | 
But Oneſimus robbed Philemon his maſter ; and 

« flying from June was brought under Paul's 

„ preaching and 

not inſinuate, that Onefimus's converſion depended 
vopon robbing his maſter ! Or that it would not have 
been better for him to have ſerved his maſter faith- 
fully, and ſtay'd in Aſia to hear the goſpel with Phi- 
lemon, than to have rambled to Rome for it in con- 
ſequence of his crime! The Heathens ſaid, let us eat 
and drink for to morrow we die. It will be well if fome 
do not ſay upon a fairer proſpect then theirs, © Let 
us fteal an 
verted. ?“ : | 


Tf nn 


robbers love God, or that all robberies ſhall work 


converted.” Surely Sir, you do 


rob, for. to-morrow we ſhall be con- 


XVII. Vou add, that « the royal and holy ſeed 


was continued by the inceſt of Judah with Tamar, 
and the-adultery of David with Bathſheba.,” And 
do you really think, Sir, God made choice of that 
line to ſhew how inceſt and adultery work together 15. 


good ? For my part, I rather think that it. was be- 
cauſe if he had choſen any other line, he would have 


- met with more ſuch blots. You know that God ſlew: 


David's child conceived in adultery; and if he choſe 


Solomon to ſucceed David, it was not becauſe the 
adultereſs Bathſheba was his mother, but becauſe he 


was then the 5, of David's children: for I may ſay 
of God's chuſing the ſon, what Samuel ſaid of his 


chuſing the father, The Lord looketh on the heart, 


1. Sam. XV1, 7. SES 5 . 
XVIII. You proceed in your enumeration of the 
good that ſin does to the pleaſant children. How 


has many a poor ſoul who has been faithleſs thro? 
6 fear of man, even bleſſed God for Peter's de- 
„ nial!” Surely, Sir, you miſtake : none but the 


| fiend Who defired to have Peter that he might ft 


ham, could bleſs God for the apoſtle's crimes ; nor 


could any one on ſuch an horrid account bleſs any 


gather God but the god of thus world, David ſaid, My: 


* ; 


„ 


eyes run down with water, becauſe men keep not thy law: 
but the author of Pietas Oxonienſis tells us, that 
% many a poor ſoul has blefſed God” for the moſt - 
horrid breaches of his Jaw! Weep no more, perfi- 


dious apoſtle : thou haſt caft the net on the right fide of 


the flip ; thy three curſes have procured God multi- 


tucqes of Vlefſings ! Surely, Sir, you cannot mean this! 
* Many a your ſoul has bleſſed God” for granting a 
pardon to Peter, but never for Peter's denial. It is 


extremely dangerous thus to confound a crime, with 


the pardon granted to a penitent criminal, 


XIX. Upon the fame principle you add, How 
** have many others been raiſed out ofthe mire, by 


6 conſidering the tenderneſs ſhewn to the inceſtu- 


© ous Corinthian.” I am glad you do not ſay by 
„ conſidering the inceſt of the Corinthian,” The 
good received by many did nc: then ſpring from his 
horrid crime, but from the tenderneſs of the apoſtle, 
Ihis inſtance therefore, by your own confefſion, 


does not prove that fin does any good to believers, 


But as you tell us with what tenderneſs the apoſtle 


5 bara that man, when he was ſwallowed up in Kae 


ſorrow, you will permit meto remind you of the ſever'- 


ty which he ſhewed him while he continued impe- 
nitent. In the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſaid he, 
ven ye are gathered together, deliver ſuch an one unto 


Satan for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that his ſpirit may 


be ſaved in the day of the Lord. Hence it appears, 
the apoſtle thought his caſe ſo deſperate, that his 


body muſt be ſolemnly delivered to Satan, in order 
if poſſible to bring his ſoul to repentance. Now ik 


the inceſtuous man's fins “had been for ever and 
&« for ever cancelled;” if he had not forfeited the 

divine favor, and cut himſelf off from the general 
aſſembly of the firſt-born by his crime; what power 


| could the apoſtle, who acted under the influence of 
the r have had to cut him off from the viſible 


church as a corrupt member? What right to deliver 


the body of one of God's pleaſant children” to 
5 5 Adaleeſtruſtion 7 


„ 


deftruttion? Was this finiſhed ſalvation? For my 
53 parts as I do not eats Kae I had N 
laid Jefuitical will in God, I am perſuaded, he woud 
have us conſider things as they are; an impenitent 
adulterer as a profligate heathen, and a penitent be- 
liver as * his pleaſant child,” 4 
XX. You add, (1. ] a * grievous fall ſerves to 
make believers know their place.” No indeed, it 
ſerves only to make them forget their place; witneſs 


David, who, far from knowing his place, wickedly 


took that of Uriah; and Eve, who by falling into 


the condemnation of the devil, took her Maker's 


place, in her imagination, and eſteemed herſelf as 
wiſe as God.—{(s.) It drives them nearer to Chriſt.” 
Surely you miſtake, Sir; you mean nearer the de- 
vil; for a fall into pride may drive me nearer Luct- 
fer, a fall into adultery and murder may drive me 
nearer Belial and Moloch; but not nearer Jeſus 


Chriſt —(g.) „It makes them more dependent on 


his ſtrength. No ſuch thing. The genuine effect 
of a fall into fin, is to ſtupify the conſcience and 
harden the heart; witneſs the ſtate of obduracy in 
which God found Adam, and the ſtate of carnal ſe- 
curity in which Nathan found David, after their 
crimes.—( 4.) It keephem more watchful for the 
future? Juſt the reverſe: it pervents their watch- 


ing for the future, If David had been made more 


_ watchful by falling into adultery, would he have fal- 


len into treachery and murder? If Peter had 


been made more watchful by his ft fall into per- 
Jury would he have fallen three times ſucceſfively!— 
(5-) It will cauſe them to ſympathize with others 
in the like ſituation,” By no means, A fall into 
fin will naturally make us ee of drawing ano- 
ther into our guilty condition. Witneſs the De- 
vil and Eve, Eve and Adam, David and Bathſheba. 
The royal adulterer was ſo far from ſympathizing 
with the man who had unkindly taken his neigh- 
| bour's favourite ew-lamb, that he directly ſwore As the 
VE „ T* on 
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(E.) © It will make them ſing louder to the praiſe 
« of reſtoring grace throughout all the ages of eterni- 


4 ty.” I demand proof of this, I greatly queſtion 


whether Demas, Alexander the copper-ſmith, Hy- 
meneus, Philetus, and many of the fallen believers 


men oned in the epiſtles of our Lord to the churches 


of Alia, in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, and in thoſe 


of St, Peter, St James, and St Jude, ſhall ſing re- 
_ ftoring grace at all. The apoſtle far from repreſent- 
ing them all as finging LovDtR, gives us to under- 
ſtand that many of them ſhall be thought worthy of A 
much SORER pþ1u2//ment than the ſinners conſumed by 


fire from heaven; and that there remaineth no MORE _ 


Jacrifice for their fins: (a ſure proof that Chriſt's ſa- 


. crifice availed for them, till they accounted the blood 


of the covenant an unholy thin, for, adds the apoſtle, 


the Lord will judge his peoplcy and netwithſtanding all 


that Dr. Criſp lays to the contrary, ere remarmeth 


for apoſtates a certain fearful loobing for of judgment 


_ and fiery indignation wich ſhall devour the adverſaries, 


Weepin,, wailing, gnaſhing of tecth, and not -* louder 

ſongs,” await the unprofitable ſervant. 

But ſuppoſing ſome are renewed to repentance and ef- 
cape out of the ſnare of the devil; can you imagine they 


will be upon the footing of thoſe, who ſtanding 
fedſaſt and immoveable always abounded in the work of 
the Lord ? Shall then the labour of theſe be in vain in 


he Lord? Are not our works to follow us? Shall 
the unprofitable ſervant, if reſtored, receive a crown 


of glory equal to his, who from the time he liſted F 
ha. always foug hit the good fight, and kept the faith? The 


doctrine you would inculcate at once bears hard 


upon the equity of the divine conduct, and ſtrikes 


a fatal blow at the root of all diligence and faithful- 


nels, ſo ſcrongly recommended in the oracles of God, 


You will be ſenſible of your error if you obſerve, 


that all the fine things which you tell us of a fall into 


K < 


Lord liveth the man that has done this thing fhall furely 


%%ͤͤͥͤͥ% NN 
Nn, belong not to che fall, but to an happy recovery 


From it and my honored correſpondent is as much 


"miſtaken, when he aſcribes to ſin the effects of re- 


pentance and faith, as if he alcribed to a froſt the ef- 
fett of a thaw, or to ſickneſs the conſequence of a 
recovery. 9 3 Wy 
And now that we have ſcen how you have done 
a prous man's ſtrange work; permit me Sir, to tell 
you that thro” the prevalence of human corruption, 
a word ſpoken for fin gene1a.ly goes father than 
ten thouſand ſpoken againſt it. This I know, that if a 


fall, in an hour of temptation, appears only half ſo. . 


_ profitable as you repreſent it, thouſands” will venture 
after David into the whirl-pool of wickedneſs, But 
alas! facilis deſcenſus averni, &c. it is eaſier to follow _ 
him when he plunges in, than when he ſtruggles 
out with his eyes waſted, his fleſh dried up, and his 
.bones broken. _ | I | VVV 


XXI. Igladiy do you the juſtice, honored Sir, 


to obſerve that you exclaim againſt fin in the next 


5 OE ; but does not the antidote come too late? You | 
ay, Whatever may be God's ſecret will, we are 


to keep cloſe to the declaration of his own written 


„ word, which binds us to reſiſt ſin.“ But alas! 
| = make a bad matter worſe by repreſenting God as 


having two wills, a ſecret effectual will that we ſhould - | 


fin, and a revealed will, or written word, command- 
Ing us to refiſt fin! If theſe infinuations are juſt, I 
alk, Why ſhould we not regard God's ſecret, as 
much as his revealed will ? Nay, why ſhould we 
not regard it more, ſince it is the more efficactous, and. 
conſequently the ſtronger will? ES 
You add, He would be mad who ſhould wil- 
„. fully fall down, and break a leg or an arm, be- 
„ cauſe he knew there was a{kil!::1 ſurgeon at hand 
© tofſetit,” But I beg leave to diſſent from my ho- _ 
nored opponent. For, ſuppoſing I had a crooked leg, 
appointed to be broken Ts good by God's fecret will in- 
timated to me: and ſuppoſing a dearfriend ee 


—— 


( 97 ) 
urged, not only that the ſurgeon is at hand, 
but that he would render my leg ſtraiter, handſomer, 
and ftronger than before: wok 
coward, if [ heſitate throwing myſelf down ? 
O Sir, if the deceitfulnsſs of fin is ſo great, that 
_ "thouſands greedily commit it, when the gallows on 


earth, and horrible torments in hell, are propofed 


for their juſt wages; how will they be able to eſcape 


in the hour of temptation, if they are encouraged to 


tranſgreſs the divine Jaw, by aſſurances, that they 


ſhall reap eternal advantages from their fin! Oh! 


how highly neceſſary was it, that Mr. W. ſhould 


warn his affiſtants againſt talking of a fate of juſti- 


fication and ſanctiſication. in ſo unguarded a manner 
as you, Sir, and the other admires of Dr. Criſp ſo 
frequently do? 5 | | 


You conclude this letter by ſome quotations ſ rom 
Mr. Weſley, whom you vainly try to preſs into the 


Doctor's ſervice, by repreſenting him as ſaying of 


eſtabliſhed Chriſtians what he ſpeaks of babes in 
_ Chriſt, and of the commiſhon i adultery and mur- 
der what he only means of evil deſire rcfited, and 
evil tempers reſtrained : but more of this in a Trea- 


teſe on Chriſtian Perfection. * 

ww FIFTH LETTER | 
begins by a civil reproof, for“ ſpeaking rather in a 
* ſneering manner of that heart chearing ex- 
“ preſſion ſo often uſed by awakened divines, the 
« finfhed ſalvation or CHRIST :“ an expreſſion which, 
by the bye, you will not find once 1n all my letters, 


But why ſome divines, whom you look upon as 


unawakened, do not admire the unſcriptural expreſ- 


ſion of fined ſalvation, you may foe od check, | 


page 81, | e 
I am thankful ſor your ſecond re proof, and hope 


it will make me more careful not to“ ſpeak as a man 
of the world.“ But the third I re ly cannot thank 


you far. * You are not very ſperi ig of hard names 
« again{t Dr, Criſp,” ſays my Hovored correſpor- 


dent; and again, The hard names, {nt heavy 
rn js bo - :.- ®genfures. 


I not be a fool, or a 


— . 
ä 2 —— — 
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« ans thrown out againſt the Doftor, are by - 


far more unjuſtifiable than what has been deliv er- 


&« ed againſt Mr. W.“ The hardeſt names I give to 
your favourite divine are, the Doclor, the good Dottor, 
and the honeſt Dottor, whom notwithſtanding all his 


_ miſtakes, I repreſent (a check, page 24) as a good 
man ſhouting aloud Salvation to the Lamb. of God. 


Now, Sir, I ſhould be glad to know by what rule, 


either of criticiſm, or charity, you can en. that theſe 


are hard names, more unjuſtiſiable than the names of 
_<_papiſt unmaſked, heretic, apoſtate, worle than 
| pap! ilk ” &c. which have been of late fo Iiberally | 


wad upon Mr. W. 


I CEE thoſe branches of Dr. Criſp? 8 n 


which ſtand in direct oppoſition to the practical goſ- 


pel of Chriſt, I have taken the liberty to call Criſpi- 
anity; for had I called them Chriſtianity, my con- 
ſcience and one half of the bible would have flown 


in my face: and had I called them Calviniſm, Wil- 


liams, Flavel, Allein, Biſhop Hopkins, and nun- 
bers of ſound Calviniſts, would have proved me mil- 
taken; for they agree to repreſent the peculiarities 
of the Doctor, as looſe Antinomian tenets ; and if any 


man can prove them either legal or evangelical, I 


Mall gladly recant thoſe e 74 which I have ſome 
Dottor, but his unſcrip- 


times given, not the 800 
tural notions. 
In the mean time permit me to e that ir 


any one judges of my letters by the 36th page of your _ ; 
book, he will readily ſay of them what you ſay of 
the Rev. Mr. Sellon's s works: © I have never read 


them, and from the accounts I hear of the abu- 


„% five unchriſtian ſpirit with which they are Wwrit- 


46 ten, I believe I thall never give myſelf that trou- 


4 ble.“ Now Sir, I have read Mr, Sellon's books, 


| and have therefore more right than you, who never 
read them, to give them a public character. You 


', 


tell us you + Rave HEARD of the inbecility of the per- 
| | JW Rent | 


— 
ure 
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Fermance,” + &c, and I eſffure my readers I have 
| Found it a maſterly mixture of the {kill belonging to 
the ſenſible ſcholar, the good logician, and the ſound 
anti-Chriſpian divine. e 
He is blunt, I confeſs, and ſometimes to an ex- 
ceſs. © Really, ſays he in a private letter, I cannot 
ſet my raſor; there is a roughneſs about me I cannot 
get rid of. If honeſt truth will not excuſe me, I 
muſt bear the blame of thoſe whom nothing will 
prone but ſmooth things.” But ſharp (you would 
_ lay abufive) as he is, permit me to tell you that my 
& Tal much admired countryman Calvin was much more fo. 
For my part, tho' I would no more plead for abuſe 
than for adultery and murder, yet like a true Suiſſe 1 
love unt heneſty ; and to give you a proof of it, I 
| ſhall take the liberty to obſerve, It is much eaſier to 
ſay a book is full of hard names, and heavy cenſures, 
written in an abuſive unchriſtian ſpirit; and to inſinuate 
it is dangerous, or not worth reading;“ than it is 
fairly to anſwer one ſingle page of it. And how far 
. | a late publication proves the truth of this obſervation, 
eie our cadid readers to decide. 
Page 38, you © aſſure me upon honor, that, Mi. 
* W.'s pieces againſt election and perſeverance, 
(Why did you forget reþrobation ?) have greatly. 
*& tended to eſtabliſh your belief in thoſe moſt com- 
_ & fortable doctrines.“ Hence zou conclude, that 
“Mr. W. 's pen has done much ſervice to the Cal- 
& viniſtic cauſe,” and add, that © ſome very ex- 
„ perienced Chriſtians hope, he will write again 
upon that ſubject, or publiſh a new edition of 
& his former tracts,” EPR El fo bg FI ; 
Jou are too much acquainted with the world, dear 
Sir, not to know that moſt Deiſts declare, they were 
. I1˙·; nelbablied . 


5 


+ Some of the Rev. Mr. Sellon's works are, Arguments againſt 

the doctrine of general redemption conſidered. — A defence of 
God's fovercignty - and The Church of England, viadicated from 
the charge of Calviniſm. All theſe are well worth the reading 
ol cvery ſenſible and pious man. | e | 
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eſtabliſhed in their ſentiments by reading the Old 
and New Teſtament. But would you argue con- 
cluſively if you inferred from thence, that the ſacred 
writers have done infidelity much fervice? And it ſome 
_ confident infilels.exyretipa their hopes, that our bi- 
ſhops would reprint the bible to propagate Deiſm.; 
would you not ſee thro' their empty boaſt, and pity 

their deiſtical flouriſh? Permit me, honored Sir, to 


expoſe by a ſmile the ſimilar wiſh of the perſons you 


mention, who, if they are © very experienced 
Chriſtians,” will hardly paſs for very modeſt logi- 
eins. * . OT 5 
Ihe gentleman of fortune you mention never read 
all Mr, W's. tracts, nor one of Mr. Sellon's on the 
Chriſpian orthodoxy : and I am no more ſurprized 
to ſee you both diflent from thoſe divines Than I 
ſhould be to find you both miſtaken upon the bench, 
if you paſſed a deciſive ſentence, before you had ſo 


much as heard one witneſs out. The clergyman you 


refer to has probably been as precipitate as the two 
pious magiſtrates; thereiore you will permit me to 
— whether he, any more than my honored o 


Ponent, © has had courage er ough to ſee {cr himſelf,” 


Having ſo long animadverted upon your letters, 
it is time to conſider the preſent ſtate of our contro- 
verſy. Mr. W. privately advences among his own 
friends ſome propoſitions, deſigned to keep them 
from running in to the faſhionableerrorsof Dr, Criſp. 
Theſe propoſitions are ſecretly procured, and ub 
licly expoled thro' the three kingdoms, as dreadfully 
| heretical, and ſubverſive of the Proteſtant doctrine 
of Juſtification by faith. In Mr. W.'s abſence a friend 
 Awnites in defence of his propoſitions. The Rev. 
Mr. Shirlcy, inſtead of trying to defend his miſtakes 
by argument. publicly recants his circular letter and 
his volume of ſermons by the lump, Some of the ho- 
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neſt ſouls, who had been carried away by the ſtream 
of faſhionable error, begin to look about them, and 


aſk whether narratives and recantations are to paſs 
for ſcriptures and arguments? The worthy author of 


Pictas Oxonienſis to quiet them, enters the liſts, 
and makes a ſtand againſt the anti- Criſpian propoſi- 


tions; but what a ſtand! | e 
73 40 Man's faithfulneſs, ſays he, I have no ob- 
* 


ion to, in a ſober goſpel ſen ſe of the word.” So. 


: Mr. W.'s firſt propoſition, by my opponent's con- 
ſeſſion, bears a ſober goſpel ſenſe. ets 


(2.) He attacks the doctrine of working for life by 2 


propoſing ſome of the very objections anſwered in 


the vindication, without taking the leaſt notice of 


the anſwers—by producing ſcriptures quite foreign 
do the queſtion, and keeping out of fight thoſe which 


have been advanced—by paſling over in filence a a 


variety of rational arguments—jumbling all the de- 


_ grees of ſpiritual life and death, cn dure and juf- 


tification mentioned in the ſacred oracles - confound- 


ing all the diſpenſations of divine grace towards man 
—and levelling at Mr. W. a witticiſm which wounds 


| Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, | 


| (9-) He acknowledges the truth of the doctrine 
that we muſt · do ſomething in order to attain juſtiica- 
tion; and after this candid conce ſſron, fairly gives 
up the fundamental Proteſtant doctrine of Juſliſica- 
tion by faith the very doctrine which Luther called 
by ear e g e vel cadentis Eccleſiæ, and which our 
0 


church 


ſtrongly- maintains in her articles and 


homilies. The Rev: Mr. Shirley throws his ſermon 
on Juſtification by faith overboard :h's ſecond comes 


uß to mend the matter, and does it ſo unfortunately 


as to throw the handle after the ax. He renounees . 
the doctrine itſelf. I maintain, lays he, that believing 


cannot be previous to juſtification, that is, to compleat juſti- 


fication. As dangerous a N as was ever ad- 
vanced by Dr. Criſp, an 
Calviniſts of the laſt century! 


A 


refuted by all the ſober:- 


EEE ata 


_ righteouſneſs, 
Peter, he that feareth God and worketh righteouſneſs is 
accepted of hum, may mean, © he that bAR ETH God. 
and worketh UNR1IGHTEOUSNESS 25 compleatly accepted 
720 5.) He repreſents Mr. W. as a Papiſt, for having 
privately obſerved among his friends, that we have 
ee. much afraid of the word merit, while he 
allows real Proteſtants, the Counteſs of Huntingdon, 
and the Rev. Mr. Shirley, to publiſh and ſing, We 
merit heaven by the righteouſneſs, which Chriſt has ſupplied. 
Nay, he ings the ſame bold words at the Locke- 
Chapel. The Rev. Mr. Madan's we merit paſſes for 
- goſpel; his hymns are every where recommended 
as evangelical; but Popery is about mid-way be. 
tween Proteſtantiſm and Mr. Weſley.” What 
ſtrange prejudice! And yet, ſurprizing! My honored 
cCorreſpondent accuſes me of betraying “ no ſmall. 


» ; 8 b 4 
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1 8 : | 40 He oppoſes St. Peter's, Mr. Henry's, and Mr. 


W. 's doctrine, that “Cornelius was accepted of 


God In conſequence of his fearing God and working 


rigtheouſneſs,” and infinuates that Cornelius was 
compleatly ag ro before he feared Godand worked 
pon this ſcheme, the words of St. 


_ FRO 


degree of chicanery” upon the article of merit / 


6.) He attempts to © ſplit the hair” which the Rev. 
Mr. Shirley is wile enough not to attempt. But how ? 
Without ceremony he cuts off the middle term be- 
twieen being rewarded according to our works, and as our 
works deſerve; he throws out of the queſtion this pro- 


polition that © we are rewarded BECAUSE of our works” 


tho! it is ſupported by the plaineſt ſcriptures, 


(J.) Notwithſtanding this unwarrantable liberty, 


- when he confidently ſoars upon the wings of ortho- 
doxy, to find his broad paſſage between EH and 
_ Weſt ;” he directly falls into Mr. W.'s ſentiment, 
about the rewardadleneſs of works; and before he is. 
aware ſhakes hands with the good Papiſt Scotus, 
and the good Proteſtant Baxter. 5 


"000 The 
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(8.) The laſt e pine ng; he attacks is, that 
© we are continually pleaſing or diſpleaſing to God 
according to the whole of our inward and outward 
| F behaviour,” And what does he advance againſt 
| it ? Aﬀertions and diſtinctions, contradicted by the 
general tenor of the bible. —Scripturesdetached from 
the context, and ſet at variance with the cleareſt de- 
clarations of God, and loudeſt dictates of conſcience.. 
EGS And what is worſe than all, dangerous enumera- 
i B tions of the good that falling into hea: murder, 
15 perjury, and inceſt does to them that love God. 
And now, honored Sir, let the Chriſtian world 
judge, whether you have been able to fix the mar 
of error upon one of the propoſitions ſo loudly de- 
cryed as heretical; and whether. the letters you 
have honored me with, do not expoſe the cauſe 
which you have attempted to defend, and demon- 
ſtrate the abſolute neceſſity of erecting and defend- 
ing ſuch a ſeaſonable rampart as the minutes, to check 
the rapid progreſs of Dr. Crifp's goſpel. 
Permit me, honored and dear Sir, to conclude _ 
buy aſſuring you, that altho' 1 have thought myſelf: 
„ . publicly to fhew the miſtakes in the hve let- 
ters which you have pud/icly directed to me, I glad- 
ly do you the juſtice to- acknowledge, that your prir-- 
ceiples have not that effect upon your conduct, which 
they naturally have upon the converſation of hun- 
dreds who are conſiſtent Antinomians. See 2d check, 
Page 71. . 
If I have addreſſed my three checks to the Rev. Mr. 
Shirley and yourſelf, God is my witneſs that it was 
not to reflect upon two of the molt eminent cha- | 
racters in the circle of my religious acquaintance. 7 
Forcible circumſtances have over-ruled my inelina- 
tion. Decipimur ſpecie recti. Thinking to attack 
error, you have attacked the very truth which pro- 
vidence calls me to defend: and the attack appears 
to me ſo much the more dangerous as your laborious 
cal and eminent piety are more worthy of public 
| ae ans ae | regard, 


__ —— ca; 
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regard, than the boiſterous rant and looſe inſinua- 
tions of twenty practical Antinomians. Thetempter 
is not ſo great anovice in Antichriſtian politics, as 
to engage only ſuch to plead for doctrinal | pernbes lug 
. niſm, This would ſoon ſpoil the trade. It is his 
maſter-piece of wiſdom to get good men to do him 
that eminent ſervice, He knows that their good lives 
will make way for their bad principles. Nor does 
he ever deceive with more decency and ſucceſs 
than under the reſpectable cloak of their genuine 
5 o If a wicked man pleads for fin, fœnum habet in 
cornu, he carries the mark on his forehead: we 
ſtand upon our yd. But when a good man gives 
us to underſtand that there are no lengths God's people 
may not run, nor any depths they may not fall into, with- 
out loling the character of men after God's own heart — 


| that many will praiſe God for our denial of Chriſt—that 5 


fn and corruption work for good, that a fall into adultery 
mill drive us nearer to Chriſt, and make us ſing louder to 
the praiſe of free grace; when he quotes ſcripture too 
in order to ſupport theſe aſſertions, calling them the 
pure goſpel, and repreſenting the oppoſite doctrine 


zs the Pelagian hereſy worſe than Popery itſelf; he 


caſte the Antinomian net on the right fide of the ſhip, 
and is likely to encloſe a great multitude of unwary _ 
men; eſpecially if ſome of the beſt. hands in the 
kingdom drive the frighted ſhoal into the net, and 
help to drag it to ſhore. | n ab 
This is, honored Sir, what I apprehend you have 
done, not deſignedly, but thinking to do God ſer- 
vice: and this is what every good man, who does 
not look at the 4 Joined Dr, Criſp's glaſs, maſt 


reſolutely oppoſe. Henee the ſteadineſs with which 


I have leoked in the face a man of God, whoſe feet 
I ſhould be glad to waſh at any time, under a lively 
JJ ðdd IEEE 
And now, as if I were admitted to ſhew you that 
humble mark of brotherly love, I beg you would 
noi conſider the unceremenious plainneſs of a Suiſſe 


(mauntaineer, ). 


—— U— — — 
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| (mountaineer), as the farcaſtic inſolence of aw 


1 Arminian. 


I beleech you to make ſome difference between 
the unſdom and poiſon of the ſerpent. If charity forbids 


to meddle with the latter, does not Chriſt recom- 


mend the former? ls every mild, well-meant irony, 


a bitter and cruel farcafm ? Should we direQly 


inſinuate that it is the ſign of „ a bad ſpirit,” the 

mark of murder in the heart; and that he who 
_ uſes it to 7 the truth, + catters 3 | 
and the prieſts 


and death ? To fay nothing of Elijah ami 
of Baal, did our Lord want either deep ſeriouſneſsor 


ardent love, when coming more than conqueror 
from his third conflict in Gethſemane, he rouſed his 


_ nodding diſciples by this compaſſionate irony, fleep 


on now, and take your reſt ! Did not theuſefulneſs of 
a loud call, a deſerved reproof, a ſeaſonable expoſtu- 

lation, and a ſolemn warning, meet in that well-_ 
timed figure of ſpeech ? And was it not more effec- 

tual than the two awful charges, which he had given 
them before? 5 = bz 


» 


I intreat you to conſider, that when the meaneſt 


of God's miniſters has truth and conſcience on his 
ide, without being either * or uncharitable, hs 


may fay, even to one whom the Lord has exaltedto 


the royal dignity, Thou art the man! God has exalted 
45 not only among the gentlemen of fortune in this 


kingdom, but what is an infinitely greater bleſſing, 
among the converted men who are tranſlated into the 


| | kingdom of his dear Son, Yet by a miſtake faſhion- 


able among religious people, you have unhappily 
paid more regard to Dr. | Crifp 


honeſt boldneſs of the expoſtulating prophet, 1 ha. 


in the goſpel-magazinc, and of à charitable gentleman (a baptiſt 
miniſter I think) ina printed letter dated Bath. If this method of 
arguing is Calviniſtically evangelical, my readers will eaſily per- 


| c cive it is very far from being either legal or ſcripturally log cal. 


than to St. James, 
And as you have pleaded the 3 cauſe of the 
impenitent monarch, I have addreſſed you with the 


ſaid 


+ This affertiou is the grand argument of an evangelical writer 


— p — — ge 2 
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with a commendable 
ing backſliders, you have inadvertently given oc- 


 Mavery, Feb. 3,1772. 


{ 106 ) 


Kid to my honored Aren, « thou art the man. 
clign of comforting “ mourn- 


«© caſton to the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, and un- 
« ſcripturally aſſured believers, that falls even into 


enormous ſins ſhall work for their good, and ac- 


% compliſh God's N for his glory and their 
+ ſalvation.” And as I have ſupported my expoſtu- 


| lations about your do&rinal miſtakes with plain ſcrip- 
ture, which amounts to a thus fays the Lord; I be- 


ſeech you to take them in as good part, as King 


David did the prophet's reproofs about his praftical - 
miſcarriages. | Wo 8 e 


I 1 owe much reſpett to you, but more to truth, to | 
_ conſcience; and to God, If in trying to dilcharge my 
duty towards them, I have inadvertently betrayed 


any want of reſpe& for you; I humbly aſk your par- 


don; and I can aſſure you in the face of the Whole 
world, that notwithſtanding your ſtrong attachment 
do the peculiarities of Dr, Criſp, as there is no family 
in the world to which I am under greater obligation 
than yours, ſo there are ſew gentlemen for whom I _ 
have ſo peculiar an eſteem, as for the reſpeQable 
author of Pietas Oxonienſis. And: till we come 
where no miſtake will raiſe prejudice, and no pre- 
judice will foment oppoſition to any part of the 
truth—till we meet where all that fear God and work 
righiteouſueſs, however jarring together now, will 
join in an eternal chorus, and with perfect harmony 


aſcribe @ common ſalvation to the Lamb that was ſlain + 
I declare in the fear of God and in the name of 
Jeſus, that no oppoſite views of the ſame truths, no 


claſhing diverſity of contrary ſentiments, no plau- 


ſible inſinuations of narrow-hearted bigotry, ſhall 


binder me from remaining witch the greateſt ſincerity, 
Honored and dear Sir, 55 | 


Your moſt obedient and obliged Servant 
in the bonds of a practical Goſpel, 


POSTSCRIPT, 


1 
POSTSCRIPT. 


AST have cleared my conſcience with refpe& 
to Antinomeaniſm, a ſubje& which at this time ap- 
pears to me of the laſt importance; I ſhould be glad 
to employ my leiſure hours in writing on ſubjects 
more ſuitable to my taſte and private edificatior ; 
it is by no means my deſign to obtrude my ſentiments 
upon my Calvinian, any more than upon my Armi- 
nian bretheren. I ſincerely wiſh' peace to both 
upon the terms of mutual forbearence, Veni am petimus 


que, damus que viciſſim, Should therefore a fourth 


publication call for a ſourth check; if I can help it, 
it ſhall be Hort. I ſhall juſt thank my antagoniſt for 


his deſerved reprooſs, or point out his capital miſ- 


takes, and quote the pages in the three checks where 
His objections are already anſwered. But if his per- 


formance is merely Calviniſtical, I ſhall take the li- 


berty of referring him to the Rev. Mr, Sellon's “im- 
becil performance,” which, I apprehend, every un- 
kk e perſon, who has courage to ſee and read 
for himſelf, will find frong enough to refute the 
| ſtrongeſt arguments of Eliſha Coles, andthe Synge 
of Denn 20 1 
HhHeſore lay by my pen, I beg leave to addreſs a 
moment the tue behevers who eſpouſe Calvin's ſen- 
timents. Think not, honored bretheren, that 1 
have no eyes to ſee the eminent ſervices which many 
of you render to the church of Chriſt; no heart to 
bleſs God for the Chriſtian graces which ſhine in 
| * exemplary conduct; no pen to teſtiſy, that by 
: 2 light h ine before men, you adorn the 
gone? of ee as many of your prede- 
ce för have don before you, I am not anly per- 
ſuadedthat your opinionsare conſiſtent witha genuine 
converſion, but, I take heaven towitnels, how much 1 
prefer a Calviniſt who loves God, to a Remonſtrant 
who does not. Ves, although I value Chriſt ink. 
e e i og: nitely 


inadvertently-countenance. If I have therefore ta 
the liberty of expoſing your favorite miſtakes, do 


Chriſt; unkindly repreſenting their remon 


= 
then take t | 
we leave to our merciful God the judging of our ſpi- 
Tits, let us leave our ſerious readers to judge of our 
arguments, and pals ſentence upon the manner in 
which they are propoſed. e 5 
And you my remonftrant brethren, who atten- 
tively look at our controverſial engagement; While 
2 Geneva-Anticalvinilt ſollicits an intereſt in your 
Prayers for meekneſs of wifdom, permit him to offer you 
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duni aboveCalvin, and Ss. Jamesabove that good, 


well-meaning man Dr, Criſp, I had a thouſand 
times rather b do&rinaily miſts en with the latter, 
than practically deluded with thoſe who ſpeak well 
of St. James's perfect law of liberty, and yet remain 
lukewarm Laodiceans in heart, and perhaps groſs 
Antinomians in condudt. SI 
This I obſerve to do your piety juſtice, and pre- 
went the men of this world, into whoſe hands theſe 
ſheets may fall, from falſely accuſing your good conver- 


ation in Chriſt; and confounding you with practical 


Antinomians, ſome of whoſe dangerous notions hog : 
en 


me the juſtice to believe that it was not to pour con- 
tempt upon your reſpectable perſons; but to ſet your 


_ peculiarities in ſuch a light, as might either engage 


vou to renounce them, or check the forwardneſs 


with which ſome have lately recommended them as 


the only doctrine of grace, and the pure goſpel ref hen 


brethren as enemies to free grace, and abettors of a 
dreadful hereſy, rh en FROEOtL TE 
If you think that I have exceeded in my checks 


i the bounds which brotherly love preſcribes to a 


controverſial writer; permit me to remind you and 


myſelf, that we are parties, and therefore peculiarly _ 


liable to think the worſt of each others intentions 
and performances, By our reſpettive publications 
| ag 22 to the ſerious world; let us not 

e matter out of their hands: and while 


ſome 


rant 


tp) 
ſome reaſonable advices, which he wants to incul- 
cate upon hisown mind alſo . 
(1.) More than ever let us confirm our love to- 
wards our calviniſt brethren. If our arguments gall 
them, let us not envenom the fore by maliciouſly 
man over them. Nothing is more likely to 
provoke their diſpleaſure, and drive them from what 
we believe to be the truth. If we, that immediately 
Bear the burthen and heat of this controverſial day, are 
© obliged to cut; help us to att the part of friendly op- 


ponents, by directly pouring into the wound the 


ealing balſam of brotherly Iove; and if you ſee us 
carried beyond the bounds of moderation, inſtantl 
admoniſh us, and check our checks. Your whiſpers 
will go farther than the clamors of our opponents, 
The former, we know, muſt proceed from truth: 
but we are apt to ſuſpect that the latter ſpring from 
rtiality, or a mere ſtratagem not uncommon in 
controverſial wars. Witneſs the clamors of the Jews - 
and thoſe of the Epheſians, when the one ſaw that 
their Idol-temple, the other, that great Diana was 
;;§˙§?² | 1 
(. .) Do not rejoice in the miſtakes of our oppo- 
nents, but in the detection of error. Deſire not that 
we, but that truth may prevail. Let us not only be 
_ willing that our brethren ſhould win the day, if they 
have truth on their fide ; but let us make it matter 


of ſolenin, earneſt and conſtant prayer. While we 
decry confined, fhackled grace, obtruded upon us as 


Free grace; let not bigotry conſine our affections, and 
ſhackle our hearts. Nothing would be more abſurd 
than to fall into calvinian narrownefs of ſpirit, while 

we oppoſe Calvin's narrow ſyſtem. If we admit the 
tember, we might as well be quite conſiſtent, and at 
once embrace the doctrine. The beſt method of re- 
commending God's univerſal love to mankind, is 


to loveall men univerſally. If abſolute reprobation | | 


has no place in our principles, let it have none in 
_ our affections. If we believe that all ſhare in the 
e 2 divine 


—— 
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divine mercy, let all be intereſted in our brotherly 
kindneſs, Should ſuch practical demonſtrations of 
univerſal love, ſecond our ſcriptural arguments for it, 
by God's bleſſing bigotry would ſoon return to 
Rome, and narrow grace fly back to Geneva, 
(..) Let us ſtrictly obſerve the rules of decency 
and kindneſs, taking care not to treat upon any pro- 
_ vocation, any of our opponents in the ſame manner 
that they have treated Mr, Weſley. The men of tge 
world hint ſometimes that he is a papiſt, and a jeſuit: I 
but good, miſtaken men have gone much Aer in „ 
the preſent controverſy, They have publiſhed to | 
the world, that they do verily believe his principals are 
too rotten for even a papiſt to reſt upon—that it may be 
ſuppoſed, popery is about the midway between proteſtan- 
_ tiſm and him — That he-wades through the quagmires of 
pelagiantſm, deals in inconfiſtencies, manifeſt contradic- 
tions, and ſtrange prevarications —That if a contraſt 
+ was drawn from his various affertions upon the doftrine | 
of femleſs perfection, a little piece might extend into a folio 
volume— and that they are more than ever convinced of 
tus prevaricating diſpoſition. Not ſatisfied with going 
to a benedictine monk in Paris for help againſt his 
dreadful hereſy, they have wittily extracted an argu- 
ment ad hominem, from the comfortable diſſi of tea which 
* he drinks with Mrs. Weſley ; and, to complete the de- 
monſtration of their reſpe& for that grey-headed, la- 
borious miniſter of Chriſt, they have brought him 
upon the ſtage of the controverſy in a dreſs of their 
on contriving, and made him declare to the world, 
that WHENEVER he and fifty-three of his fellow labour- 
ers SAY one thing, they MEAN quite ANOTHER, And 
_ what has he done to deſerve this uſage at their hands? 
Which of them has he treated unjuſtly or unkindly ? 
Even in the courſe of this controverſy has he injured 
any man? May he not fay to this hour, tu pugnas: 
ego vapulo tantum ? Let us avoid this warmth, my 
brethren ; remembering that perſonal reflections will! 


. — 
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never paſs for convincing arguments with the judi- 
cious and humane. „ 5 
I have endeavoured to follow this advice with re- 

gard to Dr. Criſp : nevertheleſs, leſt you ſhould 
rank him with practical Antinomians, I once more 
gladly rofeſs my belief that he was a good man; and 
| fire that none of you would condemn all his ſer- 
maons, much leſs his character, on account of his un- 
_ guarded antinoman propoſitions refuted by Williams 
and Baxter, ſome of which I have taken the: liberty 

to produce in the preceding checks. As there are a 
few things exceptionable in good Biſhop Hopkins, 

ſo there are many things admirable in Dr. Criſp's 

works: and as the glorious truths advanced by the 


former, ſhould not make vou receive his calvinian - 


| miſtakes as goſpel; ſo the illegal tenets of the latter, 
ſhould by no means make you rejet his evangelical 
fayingsas Antinomiamiſm. Prove therefore all things, 


and 1. that which is good, though it ſhould be 
advanced by the warmeſt of our opponents; but 


Whatever unadviſed ſteptheir zeal for what they be- 
lieve to be the truth makes them take, put ys on (as 
the ELECT of God, holy and beloved) bowels of mercies, 
kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, long-ſuffering, forgiving | 
one another, if any man have a quarrel againſt any; even 
4 Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ve. 


(4.) If you would help us to remove the preju- 


dies of our brethren, not only grant with a good 
grace, but ſtrongly inſiſt upon the great truths for 
which they make ſo noble a ſtand. Steadly alert. 
Vith them, that the ſcraps of morality and formal:ty, 
by which Phariſees and Deiſts pretend to merit the 
divine favor, are only filthy rags in the fich of a 
holy God; and that no righteouſgeſs is cu ren in 
heaven but the righteouſnef whack ts of God by i ati. 
If they have ſet their heart upon calling it tft , 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, though the expicthon is not | 
ſtrictly ſcriptural, let it paſs; but give them to un- 
dexitand, that as divine 4 ads of righteouſneſs 
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is a moſt glorious * reality, ſo human imputation is a 
moſt deluſive dream and that of this ſort is un- 


doubtedly the calvintan imputation of righteouſneſs to 


a man, who actually defiles his neighbour's bed, 
and betrays innocent blood, A dangerous contri- 
Vance this! not leſs ſubverſive of common hea- 
. theniſh morality, than of St. James's pure and unde- 
filed religion! | : 


Again, our caluiniſt brethren excel in ſetting | 


forth a part of Chriſt's prieſtly office; I mean the 
immaculate purity of his moſt holy life, and the all- 
atoning, all-meritorious ſacrifice of his bloody 


death. Here imitate, and if poſſible ſurpaſs them. 
Shout a finzfhed atonement louder than they. Behold 


with raptures of joy, and bid all around you behold 
_ withtranſportsof gratitude, the Lamb of God that taketh 


away the jm of the world, If they call this compleat 


atonement fnifhed ſalvation, or the finiſhed work of 


Chriſt, indulge them till ; for peace's ſake let thoſe 
expreſſions pals : nevertheleſs, at proper times give 


them to underſtand, that it is abſolutely contrary to 


reaſon, ſcripture and chriſtian experience, to think 


that all Chriſt's mediatorial work is fintfhed. Inſinu- 
ate, you ſhould be very miſerable if he had nothing 
more to do for you and in you. Tell them, as they 


can 


God's imputation of righteouſneſs is always according to truth, 
As all Gnful men actually fartake of Adam's ſinful nature, by the 
defiling ſced of his corruption, before God accounts them guilty to- 
gether with bim: fo all righteous men partake of Chriſt's holy na- 
ture by the ſeed of divine grace, before God accounts them rig hteous 
together with Chriſt. This dictate of reaſon is confirmed by ſcrip- 
ture. Abraham was fully perſuaded that what Gad had prom ſed he was | 


able alſo to perform; and therefore it was imputed tohim for righteouſneſs; 


and it SHALL be imputed to us, 1F WE BELIEVE 0n him that ratſed up 


Jeſus from the dead, Rom. iv. 21, &c. From this paſſage it is 


evident that faith, which unites to Chriſt and purifies the heart, is 


plievious to God's imputation of righteouſneſs, although not to Dr. 


Criſp's imputation, which by a little miſtake of only 5 or 6000 
years he dates from before the foundation of the world, One is ſadly 
out, either the good Doctor, or the great Apoltle, 


OUS: : 
tan bear it, that he works daily as a prophet to en- 
lighten you, as a prieſt to make interceſſion for you, 
as a ing to ſubdue your enemies, as a redeemer to 
deliver vou out of all your troubles, and as a Saviour 
to help vou to work out your own ſalvation; and 
hint that in all theſe reſpe&s Chriſt's work is no 
more finiſhed-than the working of our own ſalva- 
nnn cr 
Ihe judicious wilt underſtand you; as for bigots 
on all ſides, you know, they are proof againſt ſcrip- 
ture and good ſenſe. Nevertheleſs mild irony ſharply 
pointing a ſcriptural argument, may yet paſs between 
the joints of their impenetrable armour, and make 
them feel - either ſome ſhame, or ſome wearineſs of 
contention. But this is a dangerous method, which 
1 would recommend to very few. None ſhould dip 
his pen in the wine of irony, till he has dipped it in 
the oil of love; and even then, he ſhould not uſe it 
without conſtant prayer, and as much caution as a 
ſurgeon lances an impoſtume. If he goes too deep, 
he does miſchief; if not deep enough, he loſes his 
time; the virulent humor is not diſcharged, but irri- 
tated by the ſkin-deep operation. And who ts ſufficient 
for theſe things? Gracious God of wiſdom and love! 
if thou calleſt us to this difficult and thankleſs office, 


let all our ſufficiency be of thee ; and ſhould the opera- 


tion ſucceed, thine and thine alone ſhall be all the 
„ 3 wed ag 
a ( 5 And yet, brethren, Io you a more excellent 
way than that of mild irony ſharpening a ſtrong ar- 
gument. If love is the fulfilling of the law, love after 
all muſt be the deſtruction of antinomianiſm. We 
ſhall do but little good by expoſing the doctrinal an- 
tinomianiſm of Dr. Criſp's admirers, if our own 
tempers and conduct are inconſiſtent with our pro- 
feſſion of evangelical legalty. When our antagoniſts 
cannot ſhake our arguments, they will upraid us with 

our practice. Let us then take care not to h the 
truth in righteouſneſs: let our moderation and evan- 
e wr ny VV gelical 
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| A legality appear even to our candid ponents: 


ſhall the r4ghteoufneſs of the law be fulfille in us that 


| believe the anti-Criſpian truth: ſo ſhall our faith efta-- 

bliſhthe law of ardent love to God and man; and 

wherever that law is eftablifhed, antinomianiſm is no 

more. And if, when we truly love our antagoniſts, 
they ſtill look upon our oppoſition to their errors 

às an abuſe of their perſons, and call our expoſing 
their miſtakes © ſneering at the truth;“ let us wrap 
. our ſouls in the mantle of that love which ig not pro- 
 voked; remembering the difciple is not above his Maſter, 
mor the ſervant above his Lord, © | 


* 


(e.) Above all, while weexpoſtulate with our : 
brethren for going to one extreme, let us not go to 


another, Many in the laſt century fo preached what 


Chriſt did ror us in the days of his fleſh, as to over 


look what he does 18 us in the days of his ſpirit. 


The Quakers ſaw their error; but while they ex- 
poled'it, they ran into the oppoſite. They ſo extolled 
Chriſt living in us, as to ſay but little of Chriſt dying 


for us. At this time many hearing our ſalvation is 


fo finiſhed by Chriſt, that we need not work it out with 
Fear and trembling, are juithy ſhocked ; and thinking 


they cannot fly too far from ſo wild a notion, they run 


headlong into pelagraniim, ſocinianiſm, or groſs in- 
_ fidelity, Let ue, my brethren, learn wiſdom by their 


contrary miſtakes. While ſome run full eaſt, and 


others ſull welt, keep we under the bright meridian 
line of evangelical truth, at an equal diſtance from 
their dangerous extremes. By cordial faith let us 
daily receive the atonement; and making our perpetual _ 
boaſt of Chriſt cruciked, let us recommend his in- 
eſtimable merits to all convinced ſinners, chearfully 


commending our ſouls to him in well doing, and grow- 


ing lia his knowledge till we experience that hers als 
and in all, So ſhall we adorn the goſpel of God our 
Saviour in all things; nor will our opponents have 
any occaſion to reprove us {or phar:fatc unbelief, when 
we reprove them for aniinoman fart/, | = 


A — 


